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POINTS OF VIEW

Educators must understand religious V.le:V‘Vp(.)vlntS

Question: I was hing a Chris-

1ol

tlan TV show tho other night which
hld no(hln' ‘ood touxy nboul publlc

Based Educntlon. the wholo lan-
gunge versus synthetle phonics,
multicultural education, aite

Rroup.

As 8 school administrator, 1 believe
one has to undorstand where any relig-
fous group Is coming from to be able to
work with them. Dz, Burron says,
“Many public educators appear to be
gge[ully ignorant of the tndltlunu!

AlDS lon and
any coursc that dealt with oplnfon
s opposed to absotutes. As a school
administrator, how did you deal
with fundamentallst Christlans who
want to dictate cuericulum?

Answer: Dr, Arnold Burron, Profes.

of in .
Superseasioniam Ia the belief in the ex-

clusivity of Christianity that states
that only through faith in Jesuu Christ
can salvation be sttained.” It'a a point
that always bothered me as a Christian
Cnlhnli: Lmean, 1 believe ina

but who gets to heaven first

sor of Education at the University of
Northern Colorado and & fundamental-
ist Christian, says, “Any attempt to
speak for all Christians on any point of
may just lend ! to
the adage, “Fools rush in where angels
fear to tread.” Dr. Burson conducts
seminars across the United Statea for
1ueal chapters of Citizens for Lxccl-

. little Anne Frank and tho six mil-
lion Jews who died in the Holocaust or
the Christians (mostly Catholics, as |

am) who um.led tlw campn’

to Dr, Burron, bcllnvo thavatl peopla
havea nghl to practice any religion

they wish . . . while at the same time
being opy d to the hing that all

Ience in Education (CEE) — bl
the number one watchdog of public ed-
ucation for “fundamentalist Chris-
tians.”

_As nn administrator, [ always be-
tieved fundomentalist Christians have
o right to their beliefs and opiniens as
wull as any group, religious or other-
wise. But ] also knew that Christians
speak with many voices. There are
Catholic Christians, Protestant Chris-
tians ... . just as there are different
voices hennl among the Jewiah,
Muslim . . . or any other identifiable

religions are the same. Nothing wrong
with that belief.

} believe the curriculum problem
many traditional Christians havo is
when Outcome Based Objectives

pop up in a course that says something
like, “*All students will bo able to lis-
ten, share opinions, negotlate, compro.
mise und help the group reach con-
sensus.”

Fundamental Christians would tend
to believe thisleadsto R

EAs an administrator, | al- -

ways bellevad fundamen-
talist Christians have a
ight to thelr bellefs and
cpiniong as woll as any
group, rellglous or other-
wise. But | also know that
Christians speak with many
volces.

individuals or groupa holding them

. . that knowledge is relative to the
limited nature of the mind. In thia
case, fundamentalist Christian betiof
in a Highor Power than the human
mind ic really no different from the be-
licfs nlmon religious groups.
get In trouble in such sit-

the belicf that truth depends upon thc

uantions as that of the Ohio teacher who

taught a consensus module. All stu-
dents in the group had Lo agroe before.
closing on an issue. One student, a fun-
damentalist Christian, didn't agree
with the group. He was the only onein
the group who didn’t agree and the
teacher, inhis inﬂn!uwhdom. gave

mentalist Chrmlams who were uklng !
tho class. 1
As to your question regarding how
educators should deal with fundamen
talist Christians: Just aa with any
other human bejngs, educators should
climly explain the rationale for school
explain the goals and ob-

‘hmanE. . .fornot ag

type of situation bothered his funda:
mentalist Christian parents and his
church leadors, as it would any reason-

«blu parent or group.

As Gordon Allport, the great Aodal

paychologist, says, “We tend to group

peoplo because it takes less effort than
to dul with Indlviduals within a group
(i.0. all fundamentalist Christians are
this or that),

Dr. Alox Molnar, a professor in the
Department of Curriculum and In-
struction st the University of Wiscon-
#in, in Educational Leadership (Dec,
‘93) says, “Fundamental Christians are
adiverss group, and only a minority
advocate extreme right-wing political
causcs, Conslder abortion. Only 22 per-
cent of self-identified bom again, evan-
gelical Christians listed abortion as a
major issue in the {ast presidentia}

alm&
eed, when right.wing Christian
political activists viciously went after

jectives in course description boaklets
nnd in school newaletters — the nbvi-
ous!

-At a higher level would be l’um!ngn ;

PR ———

Council of Church Leaders and Educa. s

_tors. Set up a monthly lunch during

the school year, The superintendent,

. assistant superintondent and guest

would attend. Sit at a large round tablo
80 everyone Is facing each other. Any-
ona who has an fesue, education or oth- .
orwise, speaks to It. .
When I was in the West Bloomfield
Schoal District, this Council of '
Chuiches luncheon model was fol-
lowed. It created dialogue that stopped
rumors and misunderstandings of what;
was golng on in the school system. It
was woll recelved. And Catholic, Prot
estant, Jewish, Muslim and fundame
taliat Christians, to me, all scemed to
be brothers and slsters in the flesh, In- -

" deed, part of ono master plan.

© James "Doc"Dnyle. a [nrmer tea:her,
school ad!

Professor James Scars of the Univorsi
ty of South Cumllnn fordsvelopmg a
[} 1

in- .’

structor, u prﬂldent o/' Doyk- & Associ- | I
irm.

course called “Ch
ism and Public Educatlon . his
staunchest defenders were the funda-

ates, an

- He can be reached at 953-2047, manlbo:

1856 by Tauch-Tone phone.

-
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To be religlously
corroect

need to knnw is lho phaso of the moon
and a fow rules.”

‘Then he refers Lo the First Nicene
Ecumenical Council (325 A.D.) but by
ission he leaves out the most-im-

y y
s Bullock states that “coinciden-
. tally, Easter Sunday will be on
April 3 this year. . . Determining the
date of this very crratic holiday is not
a3 difficult as you may think. All you

portant requirement which the Haly
Fathers felt ntmngly enough to put in
Cnrmn form: * Cnnon VI - If any Bish-

the vernal equmox with the Jews, let
him be deposed.”

Bullock also ignares by “omission”
the Orthodox Cathollc Christiana, of
which there are many in the Detroit
area, and who will celebrate Pascha
this year, not on April 3, but on May 1,
in keeping with tho orlginnl correct —

fore “orthodox™ — determination

or Deacon
lhe huly day of !’nuhn (Eastor) before

a8 stiputated by the One Holy Catholic

and Apostolic Church,

Briefly stated, the Roman Catholic
Church, after separating from the
Catholic Church, dropped the Jewish
Passover consideration and tho Protes-
tants, who subsequently broke away
from the Roman Church, continued

“with this regrettable Roman change for

celebrating this most Holy of Holy
Days of Christianity.

Please note that next year, First Day
of Passover will be April 16, non-Or-
thodox Easter on April 16 and Ortho-
dox Pascha on April 23; in 1996 they
will be on April 4, April 7 and April 14,

. respectively.

Vletor Chacho,
West Bloomfield
. I.Ars‘«‘D.lrectmr-‘l:l‘nu_he

MOVING SALE

25-50% OFF

Al Spring & Summes Merchandiso
LORETTA LORION'S

Hne Children's
Bloomflekd Pkza « Telagraph & Mapie

arel
=

855-3313

You're Invited to ...

OPPORTUNITY ‘94

“ The All new ﬂuslness Expo Presented by
. the Farmington/Farmington Hills & Novi
Chambers of Commerce

APRIL 12th, 13th & 14th at

the Novi Expocenter

If you are a buslness decision maker, .

you can’t afford to miss the latest in... N
+ Bullding Servi « Multimedia
. "m@'agng [d,::s Q:m::,m : N e 8275 Grand Prize from Baby Depot in Canton
* Office Products . Applications N I + Drawings for other great prlzes
. Mvenlslqg ideas - Support Services K + Refreshments
«.and much, much morell : o Tours

/

A Virtual One Stop-Shop
For All Your aninus Needs

« Baby care mformation . j

Displays from local matermty related businesses
Stress relief demonstratlons : :

* Clowns/Gifts -

You're invited to an -

OPEN HOUSE

of the

Miracle of Life

Maternity Center
at St. Mary Hospital

Sunday, April 17
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

PREVIEW PARTY AFRLL 12th
. 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. « $20 Per Person

36475 Five Mile Rd.

April 13th ' 11:00 f.m. to 7:00 pam,
Apedl 14th ll:OOtm.loﬂ-OOp.m. MR o
. |°’: (Please use Five Mile entrance)

Prlzes lee—a-ways . I"reel’arldng
S
. !‘un . Refreshments

— S U RN P Ps

Qﬁ t. Maxy Hospltal

Guestions? Call 591.2882




