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+  Ifthere are packs of teonagore
roaming the Farmington-area's
stroots and causing a ruckus, it'a

, nows to somo local toenagers,

. _ Many said they don't believe
there are gangs here, despite

. graffiti saying otherwiso.

‘They would know. They attend
Farmington =achools, they're
aware of the area hangouts and
they would seemingly have o first-

. -hand view of any gang activity.

They don't sesm too alarmed

" _amid the bells at the loca! ar-
. “cades, enjoying spring break at

Putt Putt Golf & Gamos in
Farmington Hills and Mngic
Planet in Farmington,

Mosat are aware of recent inci-
denta where gang graffiti has

. .been spray painted on buildings.

“I dan’t know. It could be o
-couple of people having some
fun,” said Scan Sutton, 16, a
Farmington High sophomaore.
“It could be gangs, but I doubt
*it though,”

Added another Farmington
High student, Adam Tanielian,
“*I know some people who might
be doing it . . . poople who
*want to he in a gang or think
it'a cool to be in a gang.”

Cheryl Faber works the af-
ternoon shift in the arcade at
Putt Putt Golf & Games. Sho
hasn’t seen anything resem-
bling gang activity.

“Not at all,” Faber said., “I

& ‘If they come in here,
you can tell by tho way
they wear their hat.
Flve of them will start
trouble on ono person
no '

Matt Mikkola

used to work (as a clerk) at the
court in Westland, i'd protty
much know what to look for.”

Matt Mikkola agrees. He
works at the Magic Planct in
the Uptown Plaza. He said
there are a lot of “wannabe
ganga” here.

They sece gangs depicted on
TV or in filmsa such as “Boyz N
the Hood” and “Monace 11
Society,” and become Infatuated
with tho streot hood image,
Mikkola said,

They look the part, but don't
fully act the part.

“Thoy don't cause any vio-
lence,” snid Mikkola, a sopho-
more at Farmington High.

“If they come in here, you can
tell by the way they wear their
hat. Five of them will atart trou-
ble on anc peraon for no reason.
If that person comes back at
them, they throw up a gang sign
and they're out of here.” |

The teens said somo kids might
be in gangs, but in cther citics.
“In Southfield, they're real
gangs there,” said Mikkola, a
former Southfield resident.
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Gang slgns?:

A wall near a Farmington Hills business is spray painted with graffiti.

who has mut with polico offi-
cials from Livonia on gang-re-
lated isaues.

“The experience in Livonin
and other departmentais . . .
if you have authentic gang active
ity, they don't hide it so much,”
Dellar said.

‘Dwyer aaid there is no need
for alnrm in Farmington Hills,
but what is clearly gang gralliti
has been spray painted on build-
ings along Grand River, in the
Nine Mile and Middlcbelt area
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. Opportunity '94 knocks . . .

and local chamber of commorce

pMicials hopo lota of people open

the door! .

- About 2,000 people aro ex-

Pocted to attend Opportunity

204, a two-day trade ahow this

week at the Novi Expo Conter.
ho show is presented by the

' chambers of commerce of Novi

o

and Farmingtén and sponsored
by several local businesses. /
Some 80 exhibitora have cn-
tered thia year's show, said Jon
Grant, a Farmington Chambor
officlal and .owner of The
Reliance Group, a Farmington
Hills printing business. That's
from G5 laat year,
. *“The purpose of the show ia to
network busineases in the com-
munity and naighboring commu-
nities,” Grant said, “and to
encournge businesses to look

and even north of 10 Mile,

rae gangs include all racial,
ethnie and economic groups, and
both sexes,” Dwyer said,

Police in Southfield, Livonia
nnd West Bloomfield have all in-
vestigated gang graffiti. But be-
yond the vandalism of the
grafliti itaclf, is the threat-of
more serious crime.

Gang members can range in
ago from 10 to their 20s. The
gralfiti is a way gange claim
territory and warn other ganga

Jon Grant
n.m. to 7 p.m, Wednesday, April

first to their local :ommunluu..\’!‘._g. and i1 am. to 6 p.m.

to buy n and services,”
Exhibitors move into the Novi
Expo, I-88 and Novi Road,
Tucsday, April 12, A preview
party ia planned for 5.8 p.m,
that night. Exhibit hours are 11

uradny, April 14.

A Secretarics Luncheon
{$20 charge, sdmission by tick-
ot only) is scheduled for 11:30
a.m. Thursday. Jim Harpor,
radio personality from station

to atay away.

The next gong activity in a
now area is recruiting. Then, to
prove themselves or to gain pow-
er within the gang, crimes, which
can include anything up to mur-
der, are committed by the gangs.

“We're talking about serious
crimes,” Dwyer said.

Farmington schools has been
in touch with districts in Livonia
and Wayne-Westland, which are
discilssing tho issue.,

“The district ia educating it-

Opportunity 94 to give.
exhibitors the business

WNIC, is to speak.
This is the (ourth-annual
show and the first to be held in
the Novi Expo Center. The first
three took place in the Mercy
Center in Farmington Hills.

“It's been a successful show,”
Grand said. “Most of the ex-
hibitora have expresacd satisfac-
tion with tha quality of people
who attend nnd the leads thoy
get out af it for future businessa.

“I know, myself, I've been
an exhibitor in it every year,
and 1 have found it vory ben-
eficial for the cost. I've gener-
ated a good deal of business
from the contacts I've made
at the show.” -

Most of the exhibitors are
from the Farmington arca, but a
few are from Southficld. “It's not
limited to chamber membera,”
Grant snid.

MetroVision, Metrobank,
Kolly Services, Nissan Research
and Development, and Alex- an-
der Hamilton Life Insurance
sponsor tho show,

A few apota are left for ex-
‘hibitors, Grant said. Anyone inter
csted should call the Farmington

Chamber at 474-3440.

Heart association to lock
¢ b . J 4 *7)
up ‘prisoners’ for ‘bail

Several leading citizena of the
Farmington area will turn them-
selvos in from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Friday, April 16, to the American
Heart Association at the
Farmington Community Conter.

As part of the AHA fund.rais.
ing event, the prisoners will be
hl?d behind bara until they do-
nato a suMcient *bail” to win re-
lease.

These “criminala” include:
Rosemary Fitzpatrick, Robert
Allen, Arnold Campbell, Richard
Gundlach, William Burke, Linda
Lynch, Ken Chisra, Dennla
Pheney, Dan Rochow, Michelle

kacki, Frank Clappizon, Jim

Mitchell, Tim Zajaros, Jim Pogue,
Frank Lauhoff, Nurten Ural,
Sharon Maln, Jim Stark, Joanne
8mith, Cherly Oliverio, Glon
Floischhackor, Bev Ellis, Ben
Marks, -Terry Sever, Mike
Pa of Rich

Marinuce!, Daryl Rollina, Susy
Alberts, Mark Reina, Joff Levine,
Ed Rich; Gary Schiafl, Mike
Finnegan, Allie McKay, Diane
Amendt, Barbara vener,
Dannis Qreen, Adels Emmer,
B8andy Bauman, Steve Henning,
Ted Picano, John Hopkins, Lois
rris, Revin

Bmith, Judge Harris, Bush,
Tom  Bjorklund,  Richard
D Steve Brock, Dorothy

Gullon, Mary DiManno nnd Krista
M

6.

The abova jnilbirds will be
pleading for merey to “judges™
Bill Hartsock, Deborah Grant,
Bob McCann, Kim Evola, David
Ramirez, Donna DeGennaro and
Ben Marks.

The ovent ia open to the pub-
lie, and all are invited to attond.
1f you would Jike to participate
as a jmilbird, drop by the
Community Center - and bring
your phone

Contributing sponsors include
Cellular One, The Community
Center, Uptown Dell and
Grapevine Party Shoppe.

self so we know what to look

for,” Cowan snid,

Dwyer said businesses should
paint over the graffiti after po-
lice have seen it.

Dwyer said each gang uses
distinctive symbols in its graffiti
and wears certain colors.
Parents, who may both work,
aren't always aware that their
children are gang members.

“Parents are tho key,” Dwyer
anid. “If they notice that their
kids have a change in behavior,

are wearing a certain color
acheme, have new friends, hove
bad grades or have written sym-
bols in books, they should get in
touch with police.”

Dwyer enid gangs offer young
people an identity and cama-
raderie. And gangs offer sex,
drugs and aleohol as incentives to
Jjoin.

Dwyer said Hills police are
receiving training in haw to
recognize*gang activity and
how to react.

M ‘These gangs include
all racial, ethnic and
economic groups, and
both sexes.’

Chief Bill Dwyer
Farmington Hills police




