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Menendez miasma goes
prime time in Fox’s ‘Honor’

BY JEFF PLASS
What kind of

"Allluutulhatthhthlulsm

ther and wanted to follow in his fa.
ther’s

tertatning," Warlock xa

American soclety is It whea thc but
thing that can be said about a scan-
dal-ridden, {act-based, made-for-
television movie about sexual abuse,
greed and premeditated murder Is
that It was entertalning?

l:mgetysomt mast looklin-
ceasantly to e misery for
cheap thrills?

All things sxid and dooe, “Honor
Thy Falker aod Mother: The True
Story of the Menendezs Murdess,”
alring on Fox Mooday, april 18, does
po more to provide insight lato the
whys and wherefores of the Menen.
dex murder case than three months
of jury deliberations did in the real.
Ufe trial

But at least It’s entertalning.

Billy Warlock (“Baywatch™) and
pewcomer David Beron star as the
pow-infamous siblings, Lyle and
Erik wbo mardered thelr

I tell you, that's all we set out to
do. You're not going to learn any-
thing (from this movie) that you
dldn't already know.”

Indoed.

Taken from tria} transcripts, pub-
le records and the book “Blood
Brothers” by John Johnson and
Rooald L. Sohls, “Honor Thy Father
and Motber” begins on the nlght of
the murders and dramatizes the
ovents that Jed up to the arrests of
Exick and Lyle.

Warlock and Beron do s {ine job
of delivering the personalitics
viewers of Court TV bave comoe to
expect from the Menendez brothers.

lnzriu. more

something
that I don't think the script had in It,

Menendez,
parents, Jose and Kitty Menend
on August 20, 1939,

but it suggested, was that be very
mncbldmkednndmpeﬁedhu!b
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pa. It just wasn't the
strongest part of him.™

Thbe central questlon In the case,
and by extension, the movie, was
motive,

Did the Menendes brothers shoot
thelr wealthy parenta out of self-de-
fense? They bad threatened (o go
public with the sordld detalls of the
years of sexual abuse thelr father
made them endure, and they al-
legedly feared for thetr own safety.

Or did they just want the millions
of dollars they stood to inherit with-
out having to walt?

The movie does make one decl-
sion clear for the vlewer. James
Farentino's portrayal of Jose
Menendez is 30 borrific, s0 moan-
strous, that coo feels lttle sympathy
for the character when he gets
offed.

Whether or not Farentine gives a
falr or accurale representation of
the Menendex patriarch ls ow a
moot point nben,uJouwmmv-
er have a chance to defend himaelf.

“James made a choice,” Warlock
states, “and who am I to say. I den't
know bow Jose Menender was,
Some of the testimony I saw from
bls co-workers sald that was exactly
tow he was. Then Lhere were a few
others that xald, ‘No, hey, be was a
nice guy.’

“We'll never know.”

“I will gay that James playing

Farentino's depletion of Jose Ls fn-
tense and as estertalnment, highly
eajoyable, but in & fact-based film
thet contalns the words “True Sto-
1y'la uue. soch a portrayal dis-
credits the gﬁ;b;llﬂabmly.

Actress oyce appears in
the fllm as Lyle's attorpey, Jill
Lansing.

“Let's faco it J [1]
“whether the jmwnmaw’l?



