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Take the plunge
:in new swimwear

hate shopping for swimwear,” moaned Carolyn
I Muarks from behind the dressing-room door at
Roslyn's Intimate Apparel, 29331

Northwesteen Highway in Applegate Square,

Southfleld. How many times have we all uttered

- the same lament?

- 1'enever met anyone who enjoys trying on

— swimsuits, especially this time of year — too-

o~ much pale skin, made pastier by fluorescent

* lights; the shock of seving all that which has been
deftly corered up during the wintee tmonths; and
the horror of having to emesge from the confines of
the cubicle to feteh the next size or the more
flattering style.

Shop owner Roslyn Rock loves the swimsuit
shuppee’s ery of despair bevavse she is sure that
her selection and her personal service can result in
a smiling, more confident customer. Such was the
case with Marks.

Suited to you
After Rock listened to her concerns, Rock

. shuwed her suits that would flatter her body type.
Neser did she have to Jeave the dressing room or
scramble into her clothes, because an attentive

'ulespenun was there to answer questions and ex-
-zchange sizes.
=" Inless than 20 painless minutes, Marks found
ZZthe perfect buit. “They (Roslyn’s) have the beat
“Zselection and give so much personal attention,”
 Tsaid Marks, of Farmington Hills.
. Her wphlxucnlcd parrot green draped-front suit
"by Gottex is stunning in its styling and classicin
“=its attitude. What's new in swimwear for summer?
Look for glamourous retro
styles with sculptured
bras, plunging sweetheart
necklines and wider
straps.

Think Esther Williama
in en underwire halter top
and "50s-style shorts,
made to sccent every
curve. Pictured is a high-
waisted, two-picce black
reteo suit by Baja Blue.
It’s given a contemporary
edge with matching sheer
black pants available at Jacobson’s.

Or take to the sand in a sexy tribal print. With
natmes such as African Dream, Tongs and Iguana,
Gottex combines browns and golds with leopard
spots, batiks and wooden beads for a hot native
Took.

Details, details!

Textured fabrics 2nd unusual embel !uhmenu

Mole Hole team

You're never too old

ness has never been

By S L \iAN DL\IA(.-(AI()
STArY WhrT,
ﬂ:f Luhng a team manage-
ment caurse in Traverse City,
Ellen Shirmer, owner of The
Mole Hole on Woodward in down-
town Birmingham, knew her gift shop
business could never be the same.

"l came back to my 11-yeat-old
store and staff of 12, inspired,” said
Shirmer, a resident of Drayton
Plains. *“The team approach 1o husi-
ness is really the way of the '90s. [am
convinced of it."

Hee staff bubibled over with words
of praise for the new Mote Hole, ex-
plaining that lhey re *‘not just sales
people anymore.

“We instantly got new challenges
and new responsibilities,” said Mi-
chalene Barkume of Royal Oak. “All
of us are doing the buying now. We're
making group decisions about policy
and promotions. We can come up
with new ideas and even out-vote the
boss. We will get s share of the prof-
its, when thepe are profits, We're find-
ing out that we have talents inside us
and we are really working for our-
selves.”

Shirmer credits 1

sees profits rise

to try something new, according

to the staff at Birmingham's The Mole Hole, an upper-
end gift shop. They threw out thelr old lll.les and took
up the team approach to running the operation, Busi-

better.

transfurmation. “He came to us from
the West Coant, " she asid, laughing.
“He brought all that California think-
ing and feeling here. He showed moa
tape about team management and
how succesaful the uppmlch was to
four very different organizations. [
was hooked.”

But it wasn't easy for Shirmer to
give up her power and authority as
boss and owner.

"1 took o hig risk,” ahe said. “It
took a new level of trust. bu(hltnly
my unlupwp]e were in my l)oah. in
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How to read a
garment tag .

Tha information on tho tag
bolow was complled from a
vasioty of local department
storo ticket samplos.

the back: ordering h
tebling me what they thuught Boy, it
took some getting used to!"

Moorhead picked up the story:
“But she's really done a great job of
it. Admittedly, going through the
committee process takes more time
and more effort to rench a decision
about anything, but then it lcads toa
blossoming of new ideas.”

One such idea came from lungtime
employees Dee Moorhead snd Beenda
Zebold. The Mole Hole will soon de-
but a private room in the cear of the

Store name Style:

. Leather
dentification no.: tim?
Each ilom In stock has one =N Nolched |
Vendor: ) 5;/.'19 5 zéjauf/é e collar?
Anne Klein? 6732 I .
Etien Tracy? 70 SHIiE

@ . Color:
Classification: 10 at Susle's -
Vest? Blouse? Pant? l Vanp ar moans red
163 527 Date:
oLs ftem raached )
154 selling floor, May 23
DEPT
Y
SCE
PelS? /. g By Bar codo
Price

,s;saa/

$ 749.99

store for handling special
ordern,

Rand
Moorhead of Beveely Hills (or the I

Seo MOLE HOLE, DA

TAMMIX GRAVERNIATY Axtvst

Cowboy Trader lassos the west for collectors

By SUSAN DEMAGGIO
STANY WRITER

If the lone prairie and sagebrush is
your style, you'll be back in the sad-
dle again at Robert Ray's new wild
west gallery, The Cowboy Tradet, in
downtown Birmingham.

Ray, a resident of Birmingham, has
filled his shop in the Adams Square
wouth of Maple, with Navaho rugs,
antique fircarms, chapa of all stylea,
turquoise and silver jewelry, books,
rare photos, prints, paintings and ro-
deo posters — a place Buffalo Bill
would be proud to call his own.

“The western art and antique busi-
ness is growing fast these days,” said
Ray who is also a devotee of western
memombilia. “1 have customers fram
all overthe U.S.

“As people travel to ski in Aspen,
Colorado, or Jackson Hole, Wyoming,
they fall in love witk the western feel-
ing. They come home and want to do
a room in western or Indian arts, It's
a very mum decorating style. Thue
10 come see me.”

are new for "34. Look foe i
meah papels, crochet, denim and lupunm detail-
ing. These fabrications are sccented with fringe,
floral trims, ruffles, lace and besding.

You can't miss with a more traditions! nautical
suit. Gold braiding and studs decorate La Blanea
designs, while Gottex shows a navy and white
asymetrically striped tank with a bright gold sun
beaming from the midsection. And nothing quite
says summer in parsdise
like a vibrant tropical
print. Check out Gideon
Oberon’s bamboo-pat-
terned tank with out-out
ides, Gottex’s blue and
green palm frond designs
and DeWeese’s “Nep-
tune,” a V-wire, side-
shirred tank in bot pink,
purple, teal end gold at
Jocobson's.

Don't forget to complete
your swimwear choices
lmh p—nny-hm cover-ups. Roslyn’s has a line of
‘On-The-Go-Wesr that looks great for s stroll
along the beach, a trip 1o the grocery, s casual
Junch or after-school errands. More traditional
“cover-ups are lightweight and easy to pack, likea
-Jong crochet knit vest or a three-button black cot-
“ton knit eyelet jacket. Por glamour, tie on a gaury,
JIringed aarong skirt or a sexy pareo.
" Just for fup, and to indice a little besch blanket

*Cathy”

Mabbddad b

conversation, throw on an oversized car-
] toontesfrom Et Coters in the Bloom-
] Beld Plaza Mall, Maple st Telegraph, Bloom-
fleld alwsys the bumor in our

Hills. Cathy
worst wubquion-. fike squeezing into this
sugimer’s swizasu
Linda Dﬂduuh a Birmingham resident. You
eon lmuhamlumldcuat(lm)m-mzm
Bar 1689 or fax them Lo herat (313) 844-1314.

Ray n&lred from his airtine mar-.
keting job to pursue his hobby as a
full-time business. Far the past never-

al years, he has traded at the giant
wild west shows in Cody, Wyoming,
making many contacts and friends
while acquiring picces for his gallery.
His customers include everyone from
the 10-year-old cowboy to local corpo-
ration execs to denigner Ralph Lau-
ren,

“If someone wanted just one thing
to set a western tone to o family ream
or office, they should buy a Navaho
rug.” he said. “The rugs add instant
calor and mood.”

The Cowhboy Teader also suggests
adding a totem pole, steer homs, In-
dian pottery nnd a book or two on the
Southwest to the room.

Ray recently sold a 1910 saddle
made in Pueblo, Colorado, of hand-
carved leather to a collector in New
York for $3,000.

“You love this stuff,” he asid
thoughtfully, “because you sppreciate
the bistory and adventure behind it.
‘The wild west is a uniquely American
heritage and people want to celebrate
i

Ray welcomen inquirics at (810)
647.8833.

Cowboy collectibles: The Cowboy Trader in Birmingham offers
an assortment of memorabilia for the collector.
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LOOKING AHEAD
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