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Main Street mix: Heather Vanluven window-shops along Main Street in downtown
Rachester. Several new stores have opened in town recently, making the central busi-

ness district a destination spot for shoppers.

Downtown Rochester offers
shoppers something different

By Busan DEMacaio
HrArr WRITER

Have you sh d

To assure that the destination
reaches retail mapa, several tren.

Rochester lately?

Under the direction of Robert
Denchue and Barbam Khalll of
the Dy Au-

dy busi; opened in
town recently and more are on the
way, American Plxza Cafe is un-
(ler mnnlm:‘llon intheold D& C

Iding at the comer

thority, the wwn is quletly be-
coming a place to go to enjoy a su-
petb lunch or dinner, coffeehouse
jazz, and shopping for somethlng
artfully adorable for the home,
ond friendly custemer service.

“And this Is just the hegin.
ning,” said Danohue, showing off
blueprinta for the Western Knitt-
Ing MillZITT Higbee Building on
Water Street.

Working with the Oakland
County Planning Department,
Donohue has won plenning com-
mission and city council approval
to renovate the histeric building
as the apex of o mixed-use com-
munity made up of artist lofts,
swank condominiuma, reatau.
rants and galleries.

“Right naw, the i |

of Main and Fourth.

“The new owners are putting $2
million into the new restaurant,”
Khalil said. “We are very excited
ahout the project. American Pizza
Cafe will hopefully bring us lota
of new customers.”

A new tea room is also under
construction on Third Street, be-
tween Main and Walnut. The
Rosewood Tea House will offer
tea and crumpets [n a Victorian
setting by late spring.

Khalil is also pleascd to en-
nounce the grand openings of An-
tiques by Pamela, 313 Main;
Penn & Paige, {fine stationery)
also st 313 Main; The Forward
Tee (everything for the female
golfer) 255 Mnln. Brass & lron
Beds of R (the second lo-

testing is going on and we arc
looking at various developers,” he
said. "Phase One of the project
should begin within a year and
the entire project lhould be com-
plete in five to 10 years.”

: Donohue and Khalil, whe
}wndu up busincss recruitment,
see dawnlown Rochester o5 n
Vdestination, a mecca for what's
unique and service oriented.”
They expect shoppera and diners
from as for away as Cannda and
fihio and close as Troy and Onk-
land Township. ,

cation for the downtown Plym-
outh owners) and Archives A.D.
(landscape and design pleces),
114 W. Third.

Still more changes occurred re-
cently when The Ski Cempany
moved from their Fourth Street
location to triple the space in the
old Hepplewhite's npace an Main.
The Fitting Roam added several
new bridal services to the space
they renavated in the former Gen-
eratlons shop next door.

Ballen Supply on Fourth Slml
has become an archi I must
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for shoppers secking unusual
doors, mouldings and mirrors.

Palnt Creek Outfitters, a fully
stocked Orvis store, features ape-
cialty fly fishing equipment and
artwork on University. Ivy and
Evergreen creates custom foral
designs in permanent and fresh
materials at 206 Walnut. Nagy's
Lebanese American Cuisine re-
ploced the former Alia's on Uni-
versity.

‘The DDA has begun publishing
a quarterly newsletter, “The Con-
nection,” to unify communica-
tions with its members. The num-
ber of apecial downtown events
has been changed this year to
make them “bigger and better,”
according to Khalil. |

On Saturday, June 25, the Wa.
ter Street Jazz Festival will be
held to colncide with the World
Cup Soccer games going on at the
Pontiac Silv:nlnmc. The f?mou‘u

Sales are July 14-16. Art Down-
town (formetly Arts and Apples)
Sept. 9-10. Lagniappe is Manday,
Nov. 28 to kick-off the holiday
shopping season.

Aware of the dangers that erip-
ple downtowns, Donchue is an
outspoken advocate of “sticking
on Icgisiotors to make the prob.
lems of downtowns known."

“We need new ecomonic tools,”
he said on behalf of the 40 DDA
directors statewide. “All of us
need money for building rehabs,
improved signage, alley and park-
ing lot improvements, new arcas
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Rand Moorhead pointed out
that as buyers, the sales staff
realizes the risk the owner makes
putting up moncy for mer-
chandise and even staying in
business,

“1 bought a lot of the spring
line,” Moorhead said. “So you can
bet I'll work extra hard to see that
it sells and Is a success, And be-
causs we're part of a team, that
success or faflure impacts all of
us.”

Shirmer said she's working
with her accountant to come up
with a way to give the employee
who brings in s new corporste gift
nccount, 50-percent of the profit
from that sale.

Ever the eelf-proclaimed radi.
cal thinker, Moorhead said he will
propose to the group that those
profits also be shared with the
group.

“I don't know what will become
of my suggestion,” he aaid. “But |
know it will be debated and con-
sldered by my associates.”

Shirmer said that she must be
doing something right because
she left for store in the hands of
her team for a three-week vaca-
tion and business boomed.

“My store ran smoothly and
sales were up,” she said, beaming.
“Even the customers have noticed
a difference here. They've been
asking if we are under new man-
agement. I'm delighted that I've
been able to use all of the talents
of the peopte who work here and
provide a family-type atmosphere.
I don't know why I never did it
before.”

Moorhead said other area mer-
chants hsve heard about The
Mole Hole's methods and are
stopplng in to ask questions.

“1 just tell them we aro cefe-
bulin; and elevating pure human
experience,” he said. "All people
are created equal.”
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