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gt dodges grunge and funk,
R bstesd blends Beatlesquo
Jcics, blues-like guitar riffs
¥ of Irieh and country in.
o1 Kevin Gill's raw vocals
ot Whirling  Road's
f Ho feels that the band's
e its strong paint.

big thing for me is why we
& wecess in the melodies,
T extremely impreased
157 Belodies, At ieast for me,
Towhere it's at,” Gill said,

91y, the band hes had sort
8" with the recard {ndua-
ks Petera and his brother
* i Peters write about
Fethe “Michigan Roview,"
&3 monthly journal pub-
Univensity of Michigan
e Birmingham na-
thelr own independ-
o, Skillet Records, based
r. That, along with
nger an the pulse of
P Induatry, has given the
R 17others 2 good [dea about
Rusic industry works,
k &4 v ‘Billboard” (maga-

2ine) every now and then. 1 read
my hutt off alse. Being the editor
aof the (Review) publication here
in town doesn’t hurt. 1 always
have an car to what was going on,
I'm o munic freak. I've really been
into what's going on and what's
comingout,” Chris Peters said.

That knowledge has proven to
the band, which alsu includes
banaist Nick Hamilton, that they
atill have a long way (o go.

“We still have o Jot of grawing
to do writing-wise. It wax weird
the first five sangs we wrote we
put on tape ond that's what gat us
our demo deal with Elektra, I'm
hoping we'll be ahle to top them.
People usually progress,” Gl
said,

Whirling Road and Rollinghead
perform Thursday, Aprit 21, at the
Blind Pig, 206-208 S. First St,
Ann Arbor. Doors apen at 9:30
p.m. For more information, call
(313) 996-8555. The band and
Skillet Records can be reached at
P.0. Box 8291, Ann Arbor, Mi
48107,
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corpaea you'll evee sce. A small
mistake is made when one of the
Investigators _alludes to “The
Price ia Right” beingon at 10 ..
In Chicago maybe, but not in De-

trolt.

Call the critle picky, but this
little problem with the “atifT
sketch emphatically brings out
the point that the umbilical cord
with Chicogo nceds to be cut
sometime soon. “Kevorkian Un-
plugged™ was expected Lo be The
Semnd City-Detroit's break-
through show, but a true Detoit
Identity is atill noticoably lacking.
“This cast s capable of much more
— aven without “ringers” — and
the producers should just fet
tlom foose.

‘Serial Mom:” Madness is contagious

BY JOIN MONAGHAN
Bryein Waniven

Now that transvestite superstar
Divine hos passed on, few would
have pegged Kathleen Turner as
John Waters” new leading lady,
Yet, the husky-volced sultress in
8o amozingly good ax “Serinl
Mom™ that she almost makes us
forget the movie’s shortcomings,

Like it isn't olf that funny.

Tuenee's Beverly Sutphin is,
even by Donna Reed standards,
the perfect housewife, The attrac-
tive dentist’s wife and other of
two serves perfect dinnems, at.
tends  PTA  mecti larl

] MOVIES

Turner is eapeclally irresistable
when she turns from that pleas.
ant TV mom smile to the deter-
mined glare of an axe murderer,
Cleaning the breakfost dishes
might be follawed by a session ‘of
ohseene prank phone calls to a
nelghbor, the one who once stele
her parking space at the super.
market,

"Serial Mom" seems o Gtling
counterpart for Waters, whose re-

and doesn’t get mod when her
bubby (Sum Waterston) has to
cancel o treosured bird-watching
auting.

Beverly has one little problem.
She deals harshly with snyone
whose behavior she deems rude,
The young stud who dumps ber
daughter (Rikki Loke), o sloppy
neighbor who refuses to recycle, o
woman whe wears white shoes af.
ter Lulior Doy — these are the
targets of Beverly’s onc.weman
rampage.

cent, “Hairspray™ and
“Cry-Baby” were downright
mainstream compared to his carly
works, Hin upening images of a
supposedly perfect and  normal
fumily are quickly shattered by
Beverly's absesnion with a fly,
which she eventually splatters in
the gooient possible closeup, just
#s Waters’ name appers on the
credits.

The man who once showed us
Divine devouring dog  doo-dvo
hasn't lost his desire (o gross us
out. Probably the biggest groans

come when a sickeningly syrupy
alder woman, one of Beverly's vic-
timn, taken her slippers off ond
urges her dog to lick her feet and
make lier toes all “squishy” while
she watches her favorite video,
the musical “Annie.”

Another occurs when Beverly
skewers her lotest victim in the
guts with a fireplace poker. When
she pulls the murder weapon out,
his liver is stuck to the end.

Despite  his  bizarre  subject
matter, Waters isn’t a showy di-
rector when it cumes ta fancy
camerawork or even pacing. He
films “Serial Mom" documentary
style, repularly displaying an ex-
act time of day at the bottom of
the wereen. Baltimore, Waters'
hometown and the setting for vir-
tually all his films, is featured
prominently, giving *‘Serial

lom" a sort of suburban nuthen-
ticity.

Aside from “Henry: Portrait of
o Serial Killer,” which s men-
cioned prominently near the he-
ginning of the fitm, Waters' influ.
ences are evident in the videox
watched by the Sutphin son Chip

(Matthew Lillard), a horror movle
moninc. He's both appalled and
excited ot the praspect of his
mother as a raving lunatic {actu-
ally more of the Intter when the
tahloida come calllng.)

By the time Beverly hits the
courtroom, ahe a seen by some as
an American hero, a brond of
muralizing which doesn't work es.
pecially well in Waters' satire.
Furtunately, Turner fills the main
role with surprises that keep you
watching, even when the premise
starts to grow stale.

*Serial Mom" ultimately comes
up short fer twe potentisl audi-
cnces.  Mainstream  moviegoers
are likely to find it uncomfortably
quirky and demented while die-
hord Waters' fans moy brand the
whole affair pretty tame,

If you hove @ comment for Jokn
Monaghan, call him at 953-2047,
mailbox 1866, on @ (touch-tune
phone, or write to him care of
Street Scene, Obscrver & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36250 Schoot-
craft, Livonio, M1 48150,

SCREEN SCENE

A samaling of what's playing at
vi

motion child's nightmare, Mark
Gustaf

s “Mr. Resintor” and a

across
metro Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan.

B DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detroit lastitute of Arts, 5200
Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call 833.
2323 for information, (85}
rminal” (France — 1992), 7
pm. April 22.23; 1 and 5 pan.
April 24, Cloude Berri (“Jean de
Florette™) directs this epic story
of 19th-century mine workers who
rebel aguinal impossibly inbu.
mane conditions. Geraed Depar.
divu stars in this film sdaptation
of Emile Zala's classic novel.

H MAGIC BAQG THEATER
22918 Woodward, Ferninle, Call
544 3030 for infurmation. ($5)
*The 24th International Tour.
nee of Animation,” 7:30 p.m.
April 18.21, This annual event
compiles the best khort cartoons
from sround the world. Highlights
include “Sandman,” a stap-

lengthy tribute to cloymation
master Will Vinton,

1 MAIN ART THEATER
118 N. Main St. at 11 Mile, Royal
Quk. Films play through at least

" Thursday. Call 542-0180 for infor-

mution and show times. (86.50; $4
students: $3 twilight/mntinee)

“Four Weddings and a Funer.
ul" (Britain — 1994). From Mike
Newell, the director of “Enchant-
ed April.” an engaging story oshout
u confirmed buchelor who runs
across the knme woman at the nu-
meraus weddings he attends,
Hugh Grant and Andie Mac-
Dowell star.

“The Hudsucker Proxy™ (USA
~= 1994). The comera is the real
starin this wacky account of a
business geaduate’s rise from
mail room to president’s office in
1958, Hix invention, the Hula

' Hoop, becomes o Baby Boom phe-

nomenon. Capra meets surecal-

ism in this latest fram Joel and
Ethan Ceen {"“Raising Arizona™
and “Barten Fink'}, co-seripted
by former Detroiter Sum Raimi,
*Savage Nights” (France —
1991). Cyril Collard is both diree-
tor and star of this pretentious,
autobiographical account of o
yaung man's reckless love life
sven though he has the AIDS vi.
rus. The movie has sume reso-
- nunce (Collard has since died),
i but overall it's the kind of anty,
i overly stylized outing that gives
. French films o bad name.

H MAPLE THEATER
| 4135 W. Muple Road, Bloomfield.
i Films play through at least
l Thuestlay. Call 855.9050 for infor-
mation. ($5.75; $3.95 matinee;
$2.95 twilight)

“Belle Epoque’ (Spain —

1992). In this year's Oscar winner

deserter tests the limits of his

! yuing each of the old man’s beau-

. an's kexunl
| visits the

tiful daughters.

“Sirens” (Britain — 1994).
John Duigan ¢'Flirting”) directs
thix story of » young Englishwom-
wakening when she
ntric and bohemian
houschald of o cantraversial
painter. Sam Neill, Tara Fitzger-
ald and Hugh Grant star.

“Four Weddings and a Funer-
al." (See Main Art Theater list-
ing)

I MICHIGAN THEATRE

603 E. Liberty, Ann Arhor. Call
668-8397 for information. (35; $4
students and senior citizena)
“Raining Stonus" (Britain —
1993), theough April 24 {call for
show times), From Ken Looch,
the director of " Riff-Raff,” comes
. this winning new comedy about
an out-ofswork plumber obsessed

{ur best foreign film, a young army * with buying an expensive first

+ cammunion dress for his daugh.

friend’s liberal philosophy by pur- 1 ter.

DINING 8 ENTERTAINMENT

Cranbronk Kingawaod Sehool
Parcnta and Fricnda an
Michigan Chels de Cuisine An

invitc you to attend

' e Gafa de Cuisine

Cranbrank Campus Quadrangle

the

Sunday, May 1, 1994
3:00 p.m. ta 7:00 pm.

520 Lone Pine Road

ssional Secretaries

ril 24-30

It doesn’t take much braln power. Just come to the
Livonia Marriott Monday thru Thursday for lunch from
11:30 until 2:00 or for dinner from 5:00 until 8:00 from
now until May 5th and tantalize your tastebuds with our
new exclting pasta station, Use your ngodle and bring

this ad In and receive $2.00 off a second cntree,
*flease no other discounts of coupons apply.

wonnAarTiott,

she/he is

o

+CerTCor1 B0 WO §40 00 COmCO Ot Mauian Jock Resauart
‘o Lchy winen ond TNROUCO Mom 6 1ho o AGr 38 1994

HONOR YOUR SECRETARY

and

WIN DINNER FOR TWO.

Place on ad teliing your sectelary what a wondertul job
is doing. We will then enler your name in a
drawing to win Gift Ceftiicates* [one for your secietary
and cnother one tor you), to Mountain Jocks Restautant.
Call Today and Place Your
Special Secretaries Week Message.
Your message will appear on Thursday,

April 28, 1994
Call before 5 p.m.. Monday, April 25, 4994

{Messoges may be faxed to 953-2232)

Messages are only *2.00 per line

with @ 4:line minimum.
(Thero ato five Gvorage words pot o)
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