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Aw, only 3?

Few want to come on board

tunning for two Farmington Boand of

Education seats, we said, “Well, gag us

with a punch tool! Shall we beeak out
the bascball bats and gloves™™

This year. though, three-handed bridge would
be the more appropriate activity.

What a differvnee a year — and just who's up
for re-election — makes in {ocal school politics.
[n 1993, there was an open seat and a weak in-
cumbent, and nine came running. This year,
two incumbents with solid power bases are up,
and they'll be tough to beat. Just one challenger
wants totry.

R. Jack Inch and Cathy Webb are incum.
bents with exceptional survival skills. Ifhe
wins, Inch will become a 20-year man on the
board. Webb is finishing off her first term. Both
are about as popular as it’s possible for a school
trustee to be in these days of Proposal A and
tight-fisted voters and [ailed millages.

The challenger is Kenneth Stein, a 25-year.
old procuct of the Farmington Schools, back for
‘another try after landing way down the casualty
list in last year's race.

Thete could have been - fet’s make that
should have been — another challenger, a gent
named Doug Swiatkowski, who had » back-to-
basics bone to pick with the school establish-
ment.

We'll admit to being a little disappointed
when Swiatkowski pulled out at the last
moment.

Frelings about the so-called “basics™ move-
ment {(Just teach the readin®, writin' and 'rith-
metic, please, and let's have report cards that
the parents can understand!) run deeper in this
community than some school officials might
suspect.

The movement badly needs a hearing. That's

! ast year, when thete were nine candidates

B Feolings about the so-called
“basics’ movement (Just teach
the readin’, writin’ and 'rithmetic,
please, and let's have report
cards that the parents can under-
stand!) run deeper In this commu-
nity than some school officlals
might suspect.

how these issues get scttled, after all, by tatking
about them in an open and honest manner.
With Swiatkowski in the race, perhaps (hut
hearing would have been held.

Oh well, at least a handful of Farmington
Hills residents won't be shut out of a hot schoo}
race. They're the folks who live in the far north-
west corner of the city.

Their square mile is part of the Walled Lake
District, where incumbent Thomas McConnell
faces challenges from Steven Kennelly, Kathe-
rine Phillips, Dave Dewer, Joe Milles and Taffie
Wiggins.

At issue: The board's decision to redraw
school boundary lines, sending some students
to schools far from where they live.

[n the Clarenceville District, which en-
croaches slightly into southeastern Farmington
Hills, incumbents Linda Brandemih! and Lisa
Burr scek re-election against challenger Garry
Garrison.

A smaller field does have some advantages.
For one, with only three candidates, maybe the
voters can be more focused. They'll hear more
in aless-crowded field — let’s hope it’s some-
thing worth hearing.

Now it's officially school board season. So let
the races begin.

Unity is key to

o far — with just a little prodding — it's
together we stand against that flying arch
enemy — the gypsy moth.

Gypsy moths are a pestilential plague that
has oak-rich arcay of Oakland and Wayne
County shaking since the potential impact is
leafless trees that could die if the insect popula-
tion remains uochccked.

Affected — including Roch

Eald

moth’s demise

LETTERS

Kiss that frog!

was amused by John Richardson's opinion
I of Tom Baer and the Farmington Observer's
edltonal in the April 14 edition.

Rict asa of Farmi ‘s
psuedo aristocracy, is uuzunded that the gov-
emed may have a differing view of what's beau.
tiful and right for the city of Farmington.

Even when there are a majority of residents
ngainst a project, their concerns are imnrcd un-
til the paper expresses them. It is a paper’s duty
to voice the concerns of all the people, not just a
fow.

1f we want to talk about guts, it takes guts to
go against the establishment, and it takea guts
to admit you are wrong.

And, what does Richardson mean when he
says, “Do you suppose that if the editor of the
F. QObserver would kiss the frog (on

ll-goodiomthelpm(of p ona
blem that affects i ities. It's
good to see communitics talking to each other,
rather than trying to solve problems by them-
selves within their borders.

Qakland County is using a staff person to
coordinate the gypsy moth program, especially
lhe lpnymg of Bt {bacillus thurgingienis), a
| agent that will kill very young cater-

Hills, Bloomfield T hip, West Bl
Farmington Hills, and. to a lesser extent, Plym-
outh and Canton Township — are looking to
the history of the forested areas of New York
and Pennsylvania to see the impact of the gypsy
moth caterpillars.

plllan just hatched from egg rmasscs scattered
hout the affected

It is efTective on caterpillars that are actively
feeding during the spraying period. Helicopters
will be spraying the affected acreage shortly af.

mumuu credit, they’re not battling the prob-
lem ouve by one. They're banding together to
plan a strategy to combat the problem and have
spent months working toward a resolution.
Wayne County communities haven't felt the
impact that Oskland County communities have
but s population unchecked vnll move into
Wayne County in its traditi to

The hungry bugs eat leaves, ter sunrise, since early moming is a primary
preferring the oak variety but feeding time for the insects.
settling for anything including
pine needles if their o b di and wind condi-
quests are unfulfilled. tions, lpnym; h upected to take place the sec-

The voraciousness of thacat- | ond week of May.
erpillar’s appetite and the mess Thes

praying decision {s one that ia being fol-
aasociated with the math at Towed by all the affected communities, though
lh.uuphnvopmcnmmunl- several including West Bloomfield, R
ties on alert across the two
ties. And much o the com- and Bloomfield Township have hired private

contractors rather than utilize the county
spraying contract, It's a mingr point since their
departure didn't hurt the Oakland County con-
sartium in any way, from a financial stand-
point. And after the spraying, the consortium
again will get together to discuss results.

w-‘ulm . 1 4 N "f 12nt it
ities, the gypey moth problem can be

southeast migration pattern.

controlled.

the Masonic Temple Sign) on the butt, it would
turn into a handsome princeora beautiful prin-
cess (which ever he might prefer)?

1s he questioning ‘'om’s or the frog’s sexual
prefercnce?

1, for one, will kiss the butt of the frog on the
sign when the disgusting sign Is rem

John Kenney, Farmington

Thanks, merchants

Percussion World, Pizza Hut (Grand River),
Pizza Hut {10 & Orchard Lake), Pizza Hut Car-
ry Out (Orchard Lake), Ram's Horn (Grand
River), Ram’s Horn (Qrchard Lake)}, Ram's
Homn (Orchard Lake), 8-G Imported Inc., Sam's
Club (Haggerty), Smith Lumber, Strawberry
Hill and Target.

‘Thayer-Rock Funeral Home, Tho Jacksons,
Hungry Howies, Tri-County Osthopedic Group,
P.C.. Wendy's (Grand River), Wendy's (10 &
Middlebelt), 7 Eleven (10 & Middlebelt) and
Zip Printing (Southfield).

Christine Cahill,

, F \} Hills
L}
Think again, Joe
diately following President Clinton's

April 8 Town Meelin; program on Jocal TV,

three Michigan Congressmen wero inter-
viewed on the proposed health caro program.
One of these was our own Joe Knollenberg.

Knollenberg said there was no health care cri-
als and only minor improvements were needed.
It's easy for tho Congressman Lo take that posf.
tion, considering his frev, very comprehensive
health benefits which are pald for by us uxpay:

Let's also ber that when A
families crowd our emergency rooms, those very
ive medical bills are paid by . . . us tax-

any area ly support-
M ed the Hutiwn Hi(h School Band & Or-
chestra Boosters In their attompt to
raise funds for their mu-ic studenta.
either d d food

payers again.
‘The millions of Americans without secure

coverage quickly recognize that there is indeed a -

The
for the recent spaghetti dinner, or paid for an
advertisement st the dinner, The Hasrison
Boosters wish to thank:

Arby’s (12 & Orchard Lake), Art Knitting
Mills, A & W Restaurant (Nine Mile and Grand
Rlver). Big Boy (10 & Orchard Lake), Best

'oods, Buddy's Pizza (Northwestern), Burger
Klng (dmwwn). Burger King (Orchard Lake),
Cahlil’s Discount Pop (Livonia), Cauleman s,
Conrad's and Contemporary Award:

Dance World (Livonia), Dimitsi's nf Farming.

th crhll, ane that can only be resolved

i age for all A i whother

{ thoy are unemployed, part-time workers or full-

time employees.

The health crisle is very real to the unem-
ployed and to part-time workers. It |s also real
to anyone afrald of losing his job or to any em-
ployee with an [llness in the family that is not
covered by the current plan.

Maybe we need a law canceling health cover.
age for our Canu-mﬁclm PcrfupaL that wg\ald
under-

ton, D & M Catering, Domino’s Pizza (Grand
River), Family Buggy Restaurant, anerukI
AKP, Farmington Bakery, Fox Format Wear,
Ginopolis Restaurant, Gordon Foods, Hoppi-
ness Is Florist, Heeney-Sundqulist F\lnlnl
Home, Hong Kong Restaursnt {(Grand River),
Howard Michaels Company and IGA (10 & Ore-
hard Lake).

Iversen mar Barbers, Kroger (11 &
Mlddlabult) Kmr (12& Halatad), Flute

‘World, Marco’s {downtown), Marshall's Mullq
McDonald’s (10 & Orchard), McDonald's (12 &
Halstad), Meijor (Blght & Haggerty), M

Chinese Pood, Mitchell's (12 & Mlddhbclt) and
Papa Rcmno 's (12 Mile).

E'

help
-und that it's easier not to recognize a crisls
when it doesn’t affect you personally.

Albert 8 , Farmington Hills
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