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PPOINTS OF VIEW

Giving dmmtown theﬁbusfinésls

Development authority sees need to change focus

nthe Farmington Observer's April 7

'ndlwr{ul it was stated that the

“ FParmington Downtown Develop-
ment Authority needed to establish
new priorities,

Wo couldn’t agree with the Obssrver
mgre. In fact, the DDA began estab-
{Ishing those new priorities last year
when we modilled our charter and ex-
tended our existence for 15 years,

For cxample, when the DDA was
I’urmed our pdnclpia objective was to

moents in large part, we bellwa. becauss
of the progross made by the DDA.

‘The DDA fecls that it Is timo to
focus moro of its energies on promotion
and business recruitment in the down.
town district now that the capital im-
provementa are approximately 80 per-
cent complote.

To that end, when the DDA was res-
tructuring its charter last year, we re-
duced our annual funding to approxi-
mnuly ono hnlf tho amount that was in

lmpmve the ph of the
downtown area, During the first soven
yedrs of our existence, tho DDA has
improved the streetacape of the district
considerably.

Theso improvements include new
sldewalks, pedestrian lighting, and new
or improved parking lots.

In addition, at this sama time the
private sector made scveral improve.

Coverage

groan every time the daily papers
B and broadcasters run one of those

“Kids ‘most neglected' ago group,
rcport says' stories.

:My media sistcrs and brothers do an
accurate job of tetling us what the re-
ports aay, They frecze up, however, at
telling you what the reports fall to say.

‘Let’s take two recent reports on the
sacio-economic plight of Americe's
children. Tho natlonal one s from the
Carnegie Corp. in New York. The stats
one is from the Michigan Coalition for
Chiidren and Familics.

'I'he |nuer group lncludeu wlmt aro

" This nﬂecu lho fact that most of
our exponsive capital
ars behind us and that we have pald off
a loan from the city that pravided
start-up capital when the DDA was
first formed.

In addition, the new charter granted
the DDA the ability to buy real estate.
‘This will cnable us to make purchases

aumcuumm

{  ROBERTE. FITZPATRICK |
of real estate to provide for tho long-
term plans lor the district, such as ad-
ditlonal parking.

We would like to make known the
following facts " :
and business recruitment:

First, about the vacancy created by
the departure of Cargo Expsess — the

lc climate in F:
nothing to do with the claning of thh
business. The owners of Cargo ress

" made a business decision to oxit the
- housewares business and close alf their

t:mpa. not just the Farmington loca-
tlon.

A new tonant has leased the vacant
starefront and should be announcing
plani for opening in tho near future,

Secondly, the DDA has put together
a brochure for use by the Chamber of
Commerce, lar.dlords or real estate
agents In recruiting new businesses,

Further, the DDA, through its exccu-
tivo director, has acted as an advocate
for various entrepreneurs who were
trying to start businesses in the DDA
district. During the last year the DDA
)rl‘nn ltmngt}'n‘ened its ties with the

Asso-

clation.

‘Wo have workod together to develop
promotions that meet the needs of the
businesses in the district to attract
customers

Finajly, the DDA is very much aware
of the need for, and the value of, a cen-
tral point of identity. As Frank Clappi-
20, one of the DDA’s first board mem.
bers so el oquently stated, “You can't
build a downtown. Either you have it
or you don't.”

Tho very reason for the DDA'a exis-
tence is to make sure that the down-
town is something that future genera-
tions of Farmington residents will not
only have, but will live in, shop in,
recreate In and point to with pride.

Robert E. Fitzpatrick, a Farmington
resident for seven years, is president of
the Board of Directors of the Downtown
Development Authority.

hides truth behind ‘neglected children’

government as parent,

‘The Carnegie task force finda “no
clearly defined iristitutions, such as
schools, that serve children under age
3, and that services and supporta are
not designed in an integrated fashion"
— so reports the Los Angeles Times

service,

The Michigan report speaks ina
monotone:
B 439,408 women and teens in need of
famlly planning services,

M “Intensive training” for policy-mak-
ers, legislators, the courts and polico on

nown as *

in the social services induntry And

“industry” is a fair term, There are the
National Association of Social Work-
ers, Council of Cooperative Nursery
Schools, Michigan County Social Ser-
vices Association, nurses groups, foun-
dations, local public health depart-
ments, and so on.

:One thing is on their agenda: the

Guv’s re-election bus must
watch out for stop signs

8 Drug abuse services.

Dozens more needs fill the social
workers’ catalog, all mquinn; more
government-paid “services.”

Gov. John Engler — alleged by social
services advocates to bo “mean-spirit-
od" — already has signed a record $6-
billion social services bill.

‘What the reports don't identify —
and what my media sisters and broth.
ers ignore — is the cause. More than 26
percent of American babies are born to
unmarried women. Among blacks it's
68 percent; among whites, it's topping

The LA Times story on the Camegie
report pussyfoots: “The life situation
far many uf the youngest children has

dmg -exposed infants. E More than 25 porcent of | 20 percent.
atemal and infant health sdvocacy | American bables are born

services for three more R

counties. . to unmarried women.

B C h. i ing of

d badly in the past 30

Medicaid recipients unm age 21.

B An increase in the combined benefit
of AFDC and food stampa which is al-
leged to be 16 percent below the pover-
ty line.

® Moro substance abuse services to get

. women bearing children to stop smok.

ng.
® A Lead Surveillance System to stop
lead poisoning.

| HiV prevention programs.

;! s his re-clection bus tour sweeps through

A 41 Michigan communitics this week,

. Gov., John Engler is on a roli.

' The winner on Proposal A, he will campaign
on “Promises made, promises kept” in cutting
pmpcrty taxes. The prime mover behind legisla-
Gion to cut the power of the teachers’ unions, he
wﬂl claim to be tough enough to deal with
Mlchinn 'a problems. Look for him to take
credit for the boom in the economy, the drop in
tho weliare caseload and, for all I know, the suc-
cesa of the Red Wings In the Stantey Cup.

( Things look good for tha guv just now.

i But walta bit.

. Engler may be tough and he may be shrewd,
hut he 's hardly the warm, caring human being
that Michigan voters traditionally favor. His
l)mtivo ratings on the polls remain persistont-
ly high, And never underestimate the power of
the MEA, Michigan’s largest, richest and most
mwvaud political interest group,

. What may wind up being the primary factor
is how voters in luburhnn mmmunhlu lerved
by this windup ing thoef-
ftctcf Proposal A.

* Monday's school millage turndown In South-
field could well be a forecast of things to come.
lt was just the first in a whole series of property
I;x votes aver the noxt several woeks.

i Wait, you say.— wasn’t Proposal A supposed
o end millage elections? And didn't Gov. En-
dler assure us that passing Proposal A guaran-
toed a big 1ty tax cut to make up for the 2
denta hike In the salos tax?

. ' Ab, yes. That's what tha political rhetoric
m But, as always, the hard truth is much
lpm confusing and not nearly as nice.

+ Follow me through what Proposal A u:tunlly

3 Flrst, to pay for lchooh,u imuudnnlu
thx from 4 cents per $1 to 8 and imposcs « 6-

- thille state tax on all real proparty, Thece tazss
dre the major source of funds to pay for K-12
Muc schools.

| Second, the state also requires all school dia- .

i ?icuwlwy 18 loca] mills on all propesty with.
' gn esemption for homestsads. (It's this 18-milt
\ Ihnmnydmﬂmwlllblvalnannm

1 be hmhl)::lthn M(& l 18
24 mille for nesa p! plus
is. indsed, &

lndlmllh!urbom'ﬂh

"Li(e situation,” my eye. The truth
is that pregnant women who fail to get
prenatal care don't have husbands
with jobs. They have low incomes be-
cause they don't have husbands with

jobs. Ditto with low birth-weight ba-
bies. Ditto with child abuse. Ditto with
sexual abuse.

Neither the Camegie nor the Michi-
gan Coslition for Children and Fami-
lies has the political courage to place
blame where it belongs. Their entiro
focus is governmental u-rvine: 'l'hey
ignore and
bility.

In January we heard brave words
from President Bill Clinton about
going after deadbeat dads and from
Gov. John Engler about not letting
teen dads play prep sports. Both know
the causc of the problem, But they nev-
er will reverse this socially sick trend
with more “services.”

Tim Richard reports regularly on the
local implications of state and regional
events. You can reach him by Touch-
Tone phone at (313) 953-2047, mailbox
1881,

A Come to Our
FREE Seminars

harp cut from the statewide average of 35 mills
Inat yoar.

Third, however, about 40 districts are now
spending more monoy per pupil than the $6,500
limit ths base financing plan provides. They
are allowed by Proposal A to vote on local “hold
harmlesa” millages that enable them to main.
tain high support for schools.

In Southficld's cass, for example, the district
is presently spending an average of $3,400 per
pupil. The Southfisld vote Monday was
whether to apprave a local tax of 23.88 mills on
all property, which, whon added to the 6 mills
state tax, would make a Southfield homeowner
pay 20.88 mills in property tax.

At this point, tho glass Is either half-full or
half-empty. Gov. Engier will argue that 29.88
mill» are a real cut from the 34.6 mills South.
field property owners paid last year, But his op-
ponents will peint out that 20.88 mills are a hell
of a lot more than the & mills the governor
promised under Proposal A,

1t's around this argument that the politics of
Michigan will rotate for the coming months.
Votars In the 40 high-spending districts in par.
Ucular are amart, highly motivated and'tend to
vote Republican. They woulda't like to bo be-
trayed on samething as important as thelr prop-
arty taxes.

I'd advise the somowhat self-satisfied folks
running John Engler’s campaign to remember

_that in poiltics, like opora and baseball, It isn’t
.over until the fat lady sings.

" Phil Powsr is chairman of the company that
awmthhmunpuper You can leave a messoge
for him from o Touch-Tone phone at (313) 953-

vzm, mmlbuz 1880,

All April seminars begin at 7:00 p.m.

Saturday seminars st 10:00 am.
APRIL SEMINARS \ canton Monroe NewBoston | Trenton
Deck Bullkding Wod, 200, 7pm | Thur, 280, 7pm Wed, 27, 7 pm
Construction Finance Tues, 26 7pm | Thurs, 280, 7pm | Thera, 218, 7pm
Garage Buiding Mo, 250, 79m Wod, 20,7 | Men, 280 7pm
Installing Glass Block Wed, 2, 7pm | Thes, 21, 7pm | Mo 2% 7pm | Wed, 206, 7pm
Handy Mans Bam Building Sat, 23, 10am | Sat,23d,10am | Sat,23d, 10am | Sat,23rd 10am
Selecting & Installing Kitchens T, 216, 7pm : Wed, 20,7 pm
Vil Siding . Wed 200 7pm | Turs., 218, 7pn
Concrete & Driveway Repair 5,300, 108m | Sat 06 10am | Sat,20% 10anm | Sat, 30, 0am
Andersen Windows Toes,, 200 7pm Thrs, 260, 7 pm

FREE Dehver Avaflable:

FREE Custom Des:gn S

MO

NROE
2754 N, Monroe S¢, Honroe, 18 -
313-991-5000 313-241-8400
NA. MANS HOME . NEW BOSTON
DESIGN CENTER 34500 Shiey Road, New Boston, M
41900 Ford Road, Canton, M 313-753-9366 OR 313.9413131
m—.am:mm:::’:'llx-mm  TRENTO!
Crestiva Floors 3135313582 > DOW.jwen Taren M
v ’ f - [y r .
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