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Volunteering
spells success

“To laugh often und much; . . . to appreciate
beauty, to find the best in others; to leave the
world a bit better; . . . to know even ono life
has breathed easier because you have lived. This

* is to have succeedpd.”
! - Ralph Waldo Emerson

'd like to think 1 have succeeded in life. I've
' almost graduated. I've played on tho varsity
teams. Almost all the homewaork haa been
done. But beyand that, I've succeeded in other ar-
" eas, in places Pve never dreamed of succeeding.
Every Tuesday evening I walk into a room of
young people whb enjoy life more than anyene I
know. This yroup smiles more, laugha more,
bugs more, tries more than I could ever do. This
is a group of physically and mentally handi-
capped young adults who are involved in music
therapy. Their nhme is the Fine Chimes and no
one group of people has ever made such an im-
pact on my life. |

Special gift '

I heard about theso kids through my church
and decided it would be a great article for my
school newspaper. How touching, I thought.
People would love to hear about o group of hand-
icapped kids involved in an extracurricular ac-
tivity.

1 walked into one practice, a little nervouns at
first, and took & seat in the back row.

Karen entered and tried to get averyone's at-
tention. Her news was that she was gettinga
new mattress for her bed. Everyane scemed ox-
cited for her by nli the screama and applause.

Christi walked in,san atraightto her - -

" boyfriend, Kevin, and gave himd hug.” ~ = "

Greg spake sbout his birthday the next week

ond his plans ts bring in cupeakes for all of g

em.
1 sonked the whole evening in. [ listened to
them cacouraging ono another for climbi
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Sensual scenes: Elizabeth Racer; playing Cecile and John Demerell, playing Valmont, heated the stage al the Farmington Players Barn
during a recent dress rehearsal of Dangerous Liaisons.

Lights, camera, coffee

amall mountains. I saw them smiling. And I saw
them loving.
1 sat amazed at their expressions of undying
. optimism. 4 ‘

Music therapy
. +But then I watched as their leader, their
friend, Pat Morris-Weaver, touch them through
the music, and|] started to undérstand, She
grobbed her guitar and started to play the
"Name Song.” All the kids began to dance in
their seats as sho asked cach of them to spell out
eir add  and their phono ey
spelled them out o the beat of the music, and
there weére looks of eatisfaction after each one
had completed their part of the song.

They then begnn to play the chimes. The
group was practicing “The itom of the
Opera~ for an upcoming performance. As they
went through the song, Pat called Jason'a name
every time he had to ring his chime. After calling

name several times, Pat went over to him.
*It’s hard work. Is it hard work,” Jason? He nod-
ded. “That's good that I only had to eall your
name thres times. Yoy're doing & great job.”

As [ gathered togother my nates, I promiced I
would return, Christi ran over to ehake my hand
before she lelt. Karen tald me to drive safely.

1 did return the next week uso I needed o
few more quotes and a picture or two. The neat,
to delivor the article in the papor. And the next
"5"‘ because l‘ belonged.

Hugs and kisscs

of duties involved.
BY DIANE GALE
Brary Wamen

It isn't all tine memorization and
atage for Farmi

Wanted: Act

The Parmington Players have been entertaining
B for 43 years. Members recall stories that will be
repeated for many more years to come. The mem-
bers take turns acting and performing the variety

“We're a recognized entity, be-
causo of the longevity.”

Pearle Brigga - who, with her

band, Don, has been

Players members,

Ono day they're actors. The next
day they're painting stage props, di-
recting traffic in the parking lot,
nerving coffee during intermission,
or doing any number of edd jeba. All
thia croates the intricate threads in
a reailient fabric that makes up the
Fi i loyers, a {
group that hns entertained audi-
cnces for 43 years.

are at least five people behind tho
scencs, according to David Gilkes,
Farmington Players Barn presidont.

The community group was born
in 1951, when a dramatic study
group of the American Association of

For every porson on stage, there .

Farmington Players member since
1853 - attributes much of the
group's success to one of the
founders, Hope Nahatall, who now
lives in o nursing home nnd is no
longer involved.

. "She was the inspiror,” Poarle
Briggs snid. “It’s becauso of her that
we kept it going all these years.”

Pitching in

Everything about the Farmington
Playcrs spells community involve-
ment. Chairs were donated by
Botsford Hospital and tho Manonic
Temple. Props, a refrigerator and
furniture were given by varlous
buai people and resid The

University Women sot out to stir up
interest in amateur theator. Four
decades fater, now porformera have
joined and some of the original
group are still involved.
“Wae all volunteer and we pay in
our time, sweat.and teara,” said
! Gilkes, who is among the 136 mem-
bers from Farmington, Farmington

Fven though some of them can't b
my nams, each Tucsday they give me hugs and
kisses aa if I weps related to them. They'ro such
genuine spirits, T can’t help but be amazed at

their capacity to love another human being,
without even knowing their name.
1 alao seo tha true m of Innor peace in

eaning
this group. I ses guch self-confldenco in these
They love themselves and they lave their
mselves and it

and other communi-

ties.

Eill-, Livonis, West Bloomfiald,

group renta out props and costumes
to area high schools.

The theater welcomes patrons in
an intimate setting complote with a
cozy stoge in a converted dairy barn
on 12 Mile botweon Farmington
Road and Orchard Lake. The
Farmington Players Jensod and then
bought tho bamn in the early days.

“During the first porformance,
the pigcons waro in the hayloft,”
Paarlo Brigga said. “Tho lofta were

ful) of pigeon doo and hay.”

The barn-life residue is gone, but
the country-like theater maintains a
sense of intimacy with seating for
172 peaple - and some peoplo in the
sudienca close enough to prop their
feet on tho atage.

Community support is ovor-
whelming, too, with an average 80
percont of the scats sold for each
porformance. The rogulars keop
coming back yenr after year, More
than 800 people are on a list of sca-
son ticket holders, .

Legen stories

The behind-the-scensa stories
ccho like ghosta in tho rafters, Don
Brigge recalled a performance once
in 1963, when thero was a power
shortage at Farmington and 12 Mila
ronds. Briggs, who was president of
the group at tha timo, went on stage
and talked to tho audi until tho

ors who can park cars

Farmington Players Bamn gives peo-
ple a chanco to feel what it's like to
perform. Ages range from high
school students to octogenarians.
And the spectrum of stage experi-
ence is just as wide.

“A 1ot of people have had some ex-
porience in achool or college,” Don
Briggs said, “And a lot stay around
three or four yeors.”

Romance bloomed on stage, too.

“We've got quite a few people wha
met, got married and stayed on,”
Don Briggs said.

Despits what was happening be-
hind the scenos, including power
outages and other acts of naturs, the
show always went on. Just as it will
lator this manth and through May,
when the Farmington Playera will
present “Les Linsions Dangereuses”
by Christopher Hampton, April 29,
30, May 1, 86,7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 19,

lights were restored.

And somo of the mombers will
nover forget the times a gont and
pigs wore given parts, The gont was
known to stare at the audience and
often stole the show,

Anothor time a mouse crawled
through o knathole in the Nloors and
made an unannounced appearance
during a performance. Nono of the
actors missed a cuo,

*It does a lot for the people who
bolong to it," Poarle Brigge said of
the group. “And it doca a lot for the
community. It ia a club and wo all
‘have the commonality of tho stage.”

Don Briggs adds that the

ond 2 and 7 gom. Sunday.

Alse  known as “Dangerous
Liaisons,” the play takes the audi-
ence back to France of the 1780a.
Two French aristocrats bring now
meaning to the comment that all's
fair in love and war.

The ahow is directed by Nancy
Harrower and features Paula Myers,
John DeMerell, Jill Lamphere, Mary
Ann Tweedic, Elizabsth Racer, B.J.
Alpern, Alan Madeleine, Genovieve
Terry, Beth Cole, Dave Gilkes,
Maric Taylor-Kidd and Bruce
Madsen.

For more information or reserva-
tions, call 653-2955.

20 and 21, Ci n timea are 8 p.m.
Thursd dnys and Saturdays;
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Two area organizations, Farmington Meals on
‘Whoels and the Farmington Advisory Counell,
will be the big-winners during the Auction
Extra red by the Women of Narth
Farmington. .

The 50-some membaors are gearing up for the
group's biggest fund-rajser of the year from 7-11
p.m. Baturday, April 28, In the Mufrweod
Apartmonts Clubhousa, - )

“We hope to at least reach the goal of $7,000,”.
which was ralsed last year, according to Norma
Bauman, Women of North Farmington president, !

“It's.a fund-raiser to support these Lwo'

g 3, adding that sha rocently.

group Bauma:
eard &om an organizer of the Meals on Wheels'

.program that the contribution made by the;
'omen of North Farmli has been
to tha survival of the program.

For mare than eight yaars the Wothen of North.
Permington has donated a-total of batwsen;

£

$14,000 and 815,000, Bauman said.

Thia yoar promlses to be a succass, too. More

than 300 itoms have beon donated, according to

Jean Siersma, club publicity chairparson.

Gueata will bo offered chances to bid for 19 ho-

te) stays in Canada, Lan Vegas, Chicago and

h 1 Michigan including the ford Inn

. in Farmington Hiils; dinners for two at more than
28 olfing k. h

2Bt ['{ and
other jewelry: in-line skates; and cil paintings.
Other itams donatad by more than 200 busi-
ness include: luggage; two train trips, one donat.
ed hy Farmington businesses, Kay Brittan Travel
and McGraw Travel in Parmington; afghans;
framed artwork; snack tables; pottery by
Farmington artist John Glick; and bird feeders.
Biddars will also have a chance at country
craft items, and children’s toya, china and other

. kitchen and dining room items, collectors’ dolls,

and & varlety .of other items, said Ann
*We did ni wonderful responsa from people,”

The price is right at auction fund-raiser

sho said. “Muirwood Apartments also donated the
hall to our worthwhile cause.”

‘Winners of a raffle, held the night of the aue-
tion, will receive a train trip and two nights at
the Lennox Hotel in Chicago, two nights at the
Fromont Hotel in Laa Vogus, and a one-night stay
at the Kingsley Inn in Bloomfield Hills,

Tho Women of North Farmington ia a social
group and service organization.

In an sffort to booat ita coflers, members strive
to raisa money for organizations by charging
themaeslves more than the coat of every function
they sp which includ kend trips snd
pe .

ul .

All the money is then donated to Meals on
‘Wheels, the Parmington Advisory Council, and to
support Goodfellows programs.

Meanwhile, the group also wants to booat its
mombership figures.

. Anyone interested in finding out more abou
the Women of North Farmington ia invited to cal]
Ann Opperthauser at 583-22585, .
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