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Reader applauds
‘The Not Mikado’

on't miss “The NOT Mikado" at the Bir-
mingham Theatre, 211 S, Woodward, Blr-
mingham through April 24, Call 644.3533
for tickets.

“It wan mugnlﬁcenl ‘The cast did a -upuh job .
said Llllian of B d T
who called me on deadline, and sald please try 10
get this in. “It was one of the best plays the Bir-
mingham Theatre has had in a long time. It waa
wonderful.”

Hearing from readers like Lillian Thompson |a
ono of the mont enjoyable parta of my job. We real-
Iy mean what we say — “This is your community
nowspaper.” Please call 953-2105 anytime with
commenta about plays, movies, and restauranta to
share with friends and neighbors In thls column.
You can elso fax comments §91-7289.

& Circle 1 p.m, Sunday, April 24 on your calendar
to cclebrate the month of the young child at “If
We Dare To Care,” a family benefit concert at
Royal Oak Muslc Theatre. Tickets are $6 children,
$10 adult, available at all Ticketmaster outlets ar
call (B10) 645-6666. Over 12 children’s artiste in-
cluding Josh White Jr., Marc Thomas, and Gemi-
ni will be performing to benefit the Michigan
Commlttee for the Prevention of Child Abuse and
Wolf Trap Inatitute for Early Learning Through
the Arts. “If We Dare To Care,” a musical cassette
featuring narratlon by lalah Thamas of the Detroit
Pistons, and performances by over 27 artists in-
cluding the Chenille Sisters, will be available for
£10 at tho concert.
: B Raobin Chichester of Livonia's "“Taxes" an origi-
nal plsy from the experimental performance
;. group, The Fine Line Theatre, will bo prescnted 8

p.m. Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, April 27-

29 at Alvin’s Finer Dellcatessen & Twilight Bar,

5756 Cass Ave., Detrolt. Jon Diskin of Birming-

ham Is one of the producers. Call (810} 645-6666
* for ticket information. The play {s a story about a

man who fights the [RS and wins. You'll be hear-

ing mare about theso talented guya this summer.
= The Gap Band, famous for disco songa such as

“You Dropped The Bomb on Me,” will peform 8

pm. to 2 am. Friday, April 29 at Industry
lehulub in Paontlae to benefit Orchards Chil-
dren’s Services. Ticketa are $50 per person, Call
. (B10) 645-666G,
- B Cavlar aficionados will have an opp to
- sample a wide variety of this dellcacy, 6 p.m. Sun-
day, April 24. at Golden Mus\\mm in Soulhﬁld
* Each will be d with a
. beverage. The cost is $95 per person, not including
* tax or gratuity, Call (810) 559-4230 for rescrva-
tions, informatlon.

LOOKING AHEAD

When sportscaster
Don Shane of West
Bloomfield is exe-
cuted as the Prince
of Peraia in Giacomo
Puccini’s  *“Turan-
dot” openlng 8 p.m.
Saturday, April -23,
at Masonic Templo
in Detroit, Linda
Richman of “Pur-
tan‘s People” will be

MARY JANE
DOERR

voven wongiBE.
No, Shane haa not mistaken Fred
Buchalter of Royal Oak, the voice of
Richman on the popular morning ra-
dio show, for drag racing or Ping,
Pang;, and Pong in the opera for table
tennls, or the music for the majors
and minors. Shane knows it will bo
opening night ot the opera where
4,000 people will witness his behead-
ing.
The atory of the ice princess Tu-
randot opens in ancient China with
the behending of her latest suitor, the
Prince of Peraig, who like all other
suitors haa foiled to anawer the three
riddles posed by Turandot.
The penalty ia death by beheading.
An unknown young men (Calaf) at-
tempts to solve the riddles posed by
Turandot and succeeds, to her horror,
If she can learn his name by dawn, he
will ollow her to carry out the death
sentence. At dawn, she is defested,
Calaf's kiss melts her icy heart, and
the curse of Turandot is ended.

“1 wanted to be the eu-cuticm.-r.
but that takes more reh aid

Prince: Don Shane of West
Bloomfield is executed as
the Prince of Persia in
“Turandot.”

[ PREVIEW

ing Q95 bumper sticker,” said Bu.
chalter,

Detroit's commuter comedy music
coordinator is a veteran of six MOT
productions, a former member of
Meadow Brook's "A Christmas
Carol,” a voice student of Qaklond
University's Jan Albright, and an 18-
year veteran of many theater groups,
me folk to opera, and comedy to
has done it

Shane fielding questions about hh
|operatic debut between broadcasts
from Joc Louir Arena, His time is
Hmited now with the Red Wings in
the pluy-offs,

While Shane seea red ot Michigan
Opera Theatre's version of "Snlurduy
Night Live,” Fred Buchnller, who is
not only Richman on “Purtan's Peo-
ple” but also Hans and Manny the
Caterer, will be toting a “tea cozy”
ainging tenor.

“Everyone will be able to recognize
me since I will be the short guy wear-

all,

Shane may be unfamiliar with
stage makeup and costumes, but Bu-
chalter is a pro,

Sa is Eric Dion Moss. The 14-year.
old Bloomficld Hills eighth grader is
singing in the MOT Children's Cho-
rus. He has done so many commer-
cials (Kroger, Yes, Michigan, Kodak,
Raison Brand, and Pondecrosa to
name a few) and plays (he was in Ja-
pan last summer), he Is already o
member of ASTRA and Sereen Ac-
tor's Guild.

Tenor: Fred Buchalter,
who is not only Richman
on “Purtan’s People” will
be toting a “tea cozy'’ sing-
ing tenor.

] have liked opera since ] was lit-
tle,” said Moss who plane on major-
Ing in heart surgety with & minor in
voice.

Mosa learned his major and minor
keys early on but it hasn't stopped
him from participating in track, foot-
ball, soccer, and basketball as a stu-
dent at Cranbrook. He is a sport's en-
thusiast like Shane. Like Buchalter,
he can sing.

Denise Smith of West Bloomfield
con't sing, but as a super this week-
end she nlso will be sporting one of
the Greater Miami Opera costumes,
the company where her sister is direc-
tor of education.

Smith was working out at a gym
where she saw a MOT notice asking
for “body builders.” Not realizing the
company wanted men, she went to
the audition and got a part in last
year's “Aida,” her first opera.

Perhaps if Shane likes getting his
head chopped off in this production,
like Buchalter, Moss, and Smith, he
will go on to star in more productions.

MOT’ ‘Turandot’ showcases local talent

Supor: Denise Smith of West
Bloomfield can't sing, but as a
super she will be seen on stage
in MOT's "“Turandot.”

“Turandot,” sung in Italian with
English surtitle translations, is|
scheduled for four performances — 8|
p.m. Saturday, April 23; 8 p.m.
Wednesday, April 27; 8 p.m. Satur-
dny. April 30 end 2 p.m. Sunday, May|

Tn:kcu range from $11 to $63, and
family tickets are available for $10;
each with the purchasc of one full-
priced adult ticket. Call (313) 874-
SING (7464) 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday, or Ticketmaster
(313) 645-6666.

The cast also features soprano
Ealynn Voss in the title role and Chi-
lean soprano Crista Gallardo-Domas
as the stave-girl Liu. Russian bomn
Mctropolitan Opera tenor Viadimir
Popov sings the famous airia “Nessu
dorma” as Calaf, ard Russian bass
Victor Shost makes his American|
operatic debut as Calels father
Timur.,

Mary Jane Doerr of Troy is a full-
time teacher and freclance writer who
specializes in opera and musical the-
ater.

Cranbrook

Cranbrook Music Guild will pres.
ent a recital by vialinist Carolyn Stu-
art, 8 p.m. Tuesday, April 26 in the
library of Cranbrook House. Stuart,
accompanied by pianist, Howard
Watkina, will clau.- the 42nd scason
with the traditional concert

Music Guild closes 42nd season

] PREVIEW

cd Mozart, Sonata in G major, K. 379;
a group of contemporaty Russian
pleces by Stravinsky, Prokoficy, and
St

by the Guild's Betty Brewster Schol-
arship winner at the University of
Michigan School of Musie. Call (810)
751-2435 for ticketa.

Stuart ia a graduate of the Julliard
School where she studied with Kevin
Lawrence. She pursued advanced
studiea in Boston with Bayla Keyes
of the Mulr String Qusrtet, and s
now a grad student at U of M,

What to watch for in Entertainment next week:

" 8 What'a new at the movies,
8 Upcoming plays and concerts in your communl-
ty.
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Watkins earned graduate degrees at
U of M and is a member of the accom-
panying faculty at the Aspen Musle
School and Festlval and a lecturer in
danceat Uol M.

For her program, Stuart has select-

kovich; and the Franck Sonata
in A major for violin and piano. A re-
ception will follow the concert,

B Detroit Symyhony Orchestra Hall
Volunteer Council presents Prelude’s
West, a luncheon concert series at
Temple Beth El, 7400 Telegraph at
14 Mile in Bloomfield Hills, 12:30
p.m. Friday, April 22 and May 20.
‘The April 22 program features Philip
Dikeman, Nlute and piano and Jeflrey
Zook, flute and plano. Tickets are
$18.60 for lunch and concert or $5 for
concert only. Call 964-1000, Ext. 285
for reservations. Patricia Masri-
Fletcher, harp, will perform May 20.

W Musica Viva International Con-

certs nts piano duo Yukl and
'l'omnko Mack 8 p.m. Friday, April 22
at the Smith Theatre far the Perform.
ing Arts, Oakland Cammunity Cal-
lege, Orchard Ridge Campus, off Orc-
hard Lake Road south of 12 Mile and
1.96. Tickets are $12 in advance, $15
at the door. Call (810) 932-0400 or
{810) 471-7700.
M The Liturgical Enrichment and
Resource Network presents David
Hoas, Jeanne Cotter, and Stephen
Petrunak in a concert 7:30 p.m, Fri-
day, April 22 at St. Thomas More
Church, 4580 N. Adams, Troy. Tick-
ets $8 ndulu. $4 children, $20 family.
Call 544-89!
l H-lmm and Mnmn bring their

i ry of

tary Amencan muslc la the Birming-
ham Temple, 28611 W. 12 Mile in
Farmington Hills, 8:30 p.m. Saturday,
April 30. Call 288-3953 or 647-4632
for ticket information.

Scholnmhlp winner: Violin-
ist Carolyn Stuart will per-
form at the Cranbrook Mu-
sic Guild concert on April

\
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N (" Special opening night
benefit performance
for the Providence Hospital
Craniofacial
and Reconstructive Surgery
Institute
starring
WORLD CHAMPION FIGURE SKATER
ELAINE ZAYAK
Wednesday, Aprit 27 » 7:30 pm
Tickets: $15 rinkside + $10 upper tinkside
$125 rinkskie table for 4*
$35 individual dnkside table seating®
_ *Includos wine, cheese and show program )
RE STEAKS ARE SO TEND! Thursday, April 28, 7:30 pm**
YOU CAN ::ET 'l'll::‘l WITH A:::-md ” Ffidnmlprll 29, 7:30 pm
o more coupon B Satu 3 1 ** 8 7
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