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Involvement hailed
in mixed media show

round and about in the Oakland County
A art scene: To say that thero's o “saving

grace” to Ellen Wilt's mixed medin works
isn't to belittle them,

‘The picces in tempera, acrylic and watercolor
celebrate involvement, people caring about other
people and rescuing them. They are exhibited
through April 30 at the Xochipilli Galery, 568 N.
Woodward in Birmingham (call (810) 845-1805).

‘The paintings and an installation in the show
contain disasters, auch aa fires and unknown
catostrophes in which people and furnishings
ended up in water. But they are filled with peo-
ple diving from bridgea and reaching out their

hands to eave others. Other installations around |

the gallery are figures of divers, ready to get in-
valved in the scene.

Colors {ill the scencs like flowers in a bouquet.
Some people wear life jackets that have bright
hues. Landscapes nre dreamlike. The top of the
bridge in the installation in tho front window is
colored liké a spectrum. Thia inatallation in-
volves the viewer in n special way, as it is a dio-
rama that draws’ you into it. Many of the people
who are willing to jump in and help are present-
«od without too distinctive features - they could
be the viewers,

“I'm more of a storyteller,” said Wllt, profeasor
emeritus ot Eastern Michigan Umvoﬂlly “I nev-
er did atill lifes, never did landacapes.”

The uwnrd~mntung artiat was born in 1921in

She was ed C
\!:Ilon University in Pittsburgh, the New School
for Social Research in New York Wuyne Smtc
Uni y and the Uni of M
Arbor, where sho earned bachelor of fine nru
and maater of arta degrees.

Fantastic furnishings

Math wes one of his worst subjects, Richard
Bennett said with a amile at Gallery:
FunctionArt, where he was visiting the opening
of n display of his furniture designs.

You'd never guess it by looking at Bennett's
sculptural picces, exhibited to May 1 at the
gallery, 23- Lawrence in Pontiac (call (810)
333-0333). The artist’s furnishings are esthetic
exercises in geametry. Their components sing in
harmony.

Two painted aluminum tables have trapezoid
shapes under clear topa. The base of a painted
aluminum console is like an X. One table has o
walnut base like a large V. A stack of stainlesa
ateel in nestled near the top of the V. Beveled

glans nppears to slice the piece like tho way the
au:el in stacked. A similar table has a stained
ashwood base. The grain of the absorbs the stain
in different ways, creating a play of shades.

Bennett's collapsible “New York™ tablo mnde
of Australian lacewood has an art deco look.
When it is folded up, with its square top tilted
straight down one side, it resembles o aculpture,
You'd want to leave it out when it waan't in uso,
Another style of table {s a aleek black piece with
a hammered brass section in the center of the
top.

pAmong Bennett's other works are o slender
copper and steel Inmh!em, and an abstract
of abull of arcs bal, d in
different ways.

Art wolf)k.; can go eutdoors too. For examples,
viait Objects of Art at 6243 Orchard Loke Road,
in the Sugar Tree Plaza north of Maple in Weat
Bloomfield. Picces for outdoor decorating are fea-
tured there this manth (call (810) 538-3332),

‘The works range in sire from wind chimes to
lifeaize sculpture. A chair by Scott Brazeau hasa
long back and a low seat, A wavy steel sculpture
by Maureen Voorheis features arms on top that
spin in the breeze and circles of colorful gloas.
“Tho piece withstood the punishing test of this
past severe winter, the artist said.)

Thero are small, flat, cartoonlike characters
by Judis Bombcnur and large, looming figures
by Mask Chatterley. Candleholders and wlnd
potals (graceful structures that balance thin,
shaped sheets of stee! and chimes) are among
the varjety of items on dhplci“.

A handpainted lain set by Doug
Anderson fan't i
catches the eys, The limited edition set, called
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LOOKING AHEAD

What to waich for in Creathve Living nest woek:

8 A look at an exhibit by distinguished

raphers Monts Nagler of Farmingten l{?l!l And
Tony Spina of Blaomﬂ-ld Hills,

# Marty Figley’s Qarden Spot. eolumn,

'l Exhibitions, art gallery event listings.

,;whnle lot cfchnllengu seld t.ha

realiy have to think of thia as ona.
. ) . Sec ROOM, GE
7 =

Ready?
Get set
to grow

Just as wo know the sun will riso
and set, it will rain or not, the wind
will_blow or it will be calm -
SPRING WILL ARRIVE!

April is Natlonal Gardening
Month, so it's time to make a sched-
ule of things to do as the season be-
gins.

If you started scedlings, keep the
8oil moist and transplant them to
larger pota if ncessary. Thoy must
be hardened off before they are
planted in the garden. Put them out-
side for a few houra (in a shady, pro-
tected aren) for several days so they
can adjust to the higher light. After

BTATY PHOTON BY JOIO! BIOWZAXD

Conservatory concept: The flowers, b

hes and outdoor sculpture surr

with artist’s touch

ding artist

Audrey Self (left) and Karen Kaselitz are actually painted on the walls of an addition to
Kaselitz’s Bloomfield Township home. Kaselitz's longtime dream of having her own con-
servatory came true when Self painted the walls and ceiling of the room.

This ‘garden’ grows

they are set in the garden, be ready
with a covering if frost ia forecost.
The last frest date in this area is
generally the middle of May.

Trim ground covers (vinca, ivy,
cte.) around walkways and stepping
stones. Rake the leRover debris of
winter from beds and put it on the
compost, This will make the arcas
look neat and tidy before more in-
volved chores need to be done.

Check your perennials, and if the
thowing and freezing has loosened
them from their anchor in the
ground, reset them firmly in place.
Many perenninls can be divided
now, and it ia easier to do when they-
reach four inches in height rather
than when they grow taller.

B A paintbrush turned a
room at a Bloomfield .
Township house into &
conservatory. An artist
painted such images a3
flowers and sculpture on
the walls snd clouds on
the ceiling to create the
effoct.
By Kreanc
HrAry WRITER

An artistic greenhouse wnrms

the spirit in the  Bloomfield
Township home of Karen

tz,

In an addition to the residence,
artiat Audrey Self of Doarborn ,
has painted auch features as
bushes and statues on the walls
and sky and clouds on tho ceiling.
The. efToct in that being in the
room s like being in s lush, ele-
gant en or conservatery.

*T'vo always dreamed of having
this conservatory,” said Kasolite,
who has lived in the housa for 17
yeara. Tho addition was put en

Jears ago.
“l Just wunud the foel ol’ a

gurden.”

Ghnd painted murals be{m
but never a complete room, Thia
room moasures 12 by 30 foet, Its
cedling in 11 feet high.

“The ‘project Pnnntod)

artist, formerly of Redford. “You

0KS FoR |
NG

' Getting porepective: Self worked from watercolor sketches. -
i ‘such as thla lranaferrmg (he scene tn the aurfaoe of the

Trees and shruba can be pruned
now; it will encourage new growth,
If you have spring flowering shrubs, -
wait until after they bloom or you
will sacrifice some of the flowers.

Glass has
galleries
shining

Glasa is a mystical, mesmerizing

um,

A aimple prism is a magic wand,
turning light into a miniature rain-
bow, In the fantastic forms scen in
area shows related to Michigan
Glass Month, the fascination with
glasa is magnified in the arrange-
ments of flat saurfaces, alender fibers
and twisting shapes.

The earliest known glassmokers
worked in Mesopatamia (prescnt-
day Iraq and Syria) as far back as
2600 B.C. Tho Romans developed
glassblowing in the first century
B.C. Glasa started to be seen as fing
art in the 18608, and artists worked
with a variety of techniques (such a8
alumping, fusing, casting, sandblast-
ing, laminating and lampworking)
and incorporating other materinls
(such as steel, wood, wire and found
objects).

Ancient artist

Donna Jacobs Gallery Ltd. (574
N. Woodward in Birmingham, phone
through May 7. The collection repro-

Iterna como from Egypt, the Enstern

i -room. Meditorrancon, the Nenr East and
the Roman Empire. They include
Aasks, boakers, bowls, bracelets and
Bec GLASS, SE
Artbext features various happenings in the sub. camo the first American to win firat prize in the
urban orts world. Send news lead: to; Creative prestigious International Pearl Design
Living, Observer & Evcentric A , 8 Competition,
EB. Maple, Birmingham 48009, or fax thcm by
colling (810) 644-1314. WTOATEE
H ENCHANTING ENHANCER Cherna Bednarsh of West Bloomfield, an in-
David Wachler and Sons’ award-winning structor f¢ or the education dopartment of the
B FINE ART DAY pear] enhancer is back from ite world tour and | Ann Ansocintion Art Center, teamed
is the last day of the spring "fine am wﬂl bo available for viewing at the jowelar’s, up with dlmcwr of education Valerie Mann to
days” offered at the Colorworks Studio of 100 8. Woocdward at Mapla in Birmlnzhlm (call | eroate one of the miniature golf holes at the in-

Interior Design, 32500 Northwestern Hlnhw
in Parmington Hﬂll. ’nu Ahw futurlnn a

- wide range of art an

will taka
place 11 a.m. to 7 p. m. c.n (8!0) 8517640,
(Incorrect days were given In a pross releass
printod here laat woek.)

(810) 540-4622 or (800) 345-6003), Aprii 28
through May 1. Procoeds from tha sale of the
‘design will fu tnn:d scholarships for dealgn ut
the Center for Creative Studies -ml Cranbrock

Academy of Azt
creator Link Wachler be-

With the dulxn.

novative “Fore! Art” exhibit at the Dotroit
Ammm Market, 300 Stroh River Place in

trolt.
Fore! Art, an 18-hole course, will continue to
n{k;?’!(;unu- visitors through May 1. Call 383-

z

Beo GARDENING, 8E

(810) 540-1800) proaenta the 16th
annual Exhibition of Ancient Glass -

sents 2,000 yoars of glasa hintory.



