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WIth the program: Dana Nuccitelli and Johannah Scarlet work on a comput-
er program at Hillside Elementary in Farmington Hills.
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Trouble sh Hillside El

Macintosh Mona
apple of kids’ eyes

By Lannry O'ConNNoR
STAFF WRITER
conardo da Vinci didn't
L have a Macintosh, but a
Hillside Elementary
fourth-grade claoss does. Monn
Lisa couldn't look happier.

The kids have “Modern
Monn's” smiling face playing
football an one screen and rac-
ing & car in the next.

Their four-slide creatien won
an award ot the 1994 Michigan
Student Film and Video
Featival. Kids get a kick out of
using technology.

“Sometimes, we do pictures
for fun,” said Danny Zeles, one
of four who worked on “Modern
Mona.”

They're learning, too. That
has teachers and parents abuzz
at Hillside, which is using o dis-
trict grant to develop multime-
dia projects such as “Modern
Mona.”

Students use scanners, C-
ROM, laserdisca and video to
create their own reports. The
projects are developed on com-

other classes or at home.

Tapes are so popular they're
on one-day checkout at the
school's library.

“They learn, relearn, and
then they share it,” said Jean
Warner, a teacher who is on the
peer coardinating multimedia
team at Hillside. “They have a
chance to reflect on the infor-
mation.”

Students are becoming fa-
miliar with technology at an
earlier age.

* Jim Anderson’s first-grade
class did a living hook on pen-
guina. Kids scanned photos and
drawings and used lagerdiscs
while ndding their vaioes to the
report.

The First Grade Penguin
Fact Book also garnered a prize
in the student film and video
festival.

“The big thing is, first-
gradera are starting to think
haw to access infermation,”
Anderson said, “If they want to
do o report, instead of using
pencil and poper, they can

o4
tary students (from left) Bryce Robbins,
Courtney Heap and Mark Simpson are considered the fifth-grade trouble shooters
when it comes to computers,

volved

Thlrd -graders put together o
report on Farmington-area his-
torical sites. Included on the
computerized tour are the
Botaford Inn, the Civic Theatre,
Utley Cemetery, and Warner
Mansion.

A group of fifth-graders com-
piled 2 computer program on
the National Park System.
Digitized photos and maps as
well as voice-overs describe the
features of each park.

“Instend of taping ourscives
oand watching oursclves, we de-
cided to do it on computer,” said
fitth-grader Mark Simpson. . .
. because other students would
have a chance to use the tech-
nology before they left Hillside.”

When it comes to computers,
children are lead in front of a
magnet. They're not intimidat-
cd by technoiogy, unlike some
adults,

“They learn much faster
than we deo,” Warner said,
“They have Nintendo and they
watch interactive videos, and

puter and transferred to videa-  could do it an the computer.”

.} some af them have computers
tape. which can be viewed by

Some projects are quite in-  at home.”

éWolf ’s at commission’s door
‘in bid for fourth term i in ofﬁce
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Ansociation of Countien, Wolf
snid he sees unfunded mandates,
whether they be from the state or

Donn Wall, backed by B who's who
of aren Republicans, is running for
1t fourth termi.
¢ The three-term commissioner,
whoyse 27th District includes
Farmington and part of
Farmington Hills, said he has
worked hard te get on the
finance committee and likes the
way the county has handled a
financin! shertfoll while lowering
the tax rate.
« “We consolidated depart.
menta, scld 80 veohicles and
made nonprafits nccountable,”
Wolf, 69, said,
* Wolf, who is married with five
grown cliildren, warks as n govern-
mental executive with Detrnlt
Edison, primarily with Washtenaw
and Livingston counties.
! “I've stolen a fow of their
idenn." he quipped.
! AILhnuuh he belioves the coun-
ia on msolid ground financlally
afler trimming its budget, Wolf
$aid the county has to be vigilant.
i, Ana president of the Mlchiann
Aun:lnlion of Countica and o
I}unrd member of the National

Admznzstrators out of running as schools’ chiefs

fiy Lanny O'CONNOR

STAYY WRITER
") Two Farmington Public

Schools administrators are no
> longer in the running for auper-
. intendent’s jobs in other dia-

+ tricts.

: Ferndale achool board offered

‘ + Royat Onk schools assistant au-
perintendent Marces Mnrdn the

federal gover , an o fight
the county and local govern-
ments must moke,

And the county has pressing
irauea in the coming years as well.

Walf raid he's optimistic the
county's OCOMS hospital com-
munications system will continue
to operate. The county is negoti-
ating with the hospitals nffected.

The county is also taking over

of the C
Mental Henlth Department, o
$110 million operation. Salid
waste {8 also an issue, he snid.

“We've got landfills all over
Qakland County,” he said. “We
bave garbage coming in from
Canada and other states. We
necd to get control of that, and
we're working with the DNR
(Michigan Depertment of
Natural Resourcen).”

A Farmington Hills council-
man for cight years and the city's
former mayor, Wolf said he's
proud of the job Oakland County
hns done to preserve o high qual-
ity of life at o reasonable cost.

“Everywhore 1 go, people
know nbout our county and its

threo finalists.

“Im still happy to be in
Farmington,” Zurvalec said, “It
was a roal learning experience.”

Zurvalec had nover applied
for a auperintendont's poaition
bofore, Eul. wan aclected out of
30 npplicnnta to tho final round.
Sho was {nterviowed by the
board and visited the district.

job na its new supori
_bypassing Farmington schools
. director of Employee Relations
Bun Zurvaloc, who was one of

Far High principal
Jim Myors was not solected for a
aecond round of interviows in
the senrch for a now achools

o v eVl
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mten sntude Cong Platinum Savings Account

Joe Knollenberg, state Rep. Jan
Dolan, Richard Hendlee, Hills
Mayor Larry Lichtman,
Farmington Mayor Arnold
Campbell, Farmington Hills City
Council members Jon Grant,
Cheryt Oliverio, Nnncy Bates and
Joanne Smith, and Farmington
City Council members JoAnne
McShane, Mary Bush, William
Hartsock and Richard Tupper.
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chief in Chelsea.

Myern wan interviewed by the
bonrd nnd was the only high
school principal who made it to
the semifinnl round. The rest

were suporintendenta in other Ann Arbor (Downtown) 6654030  Ann Arbor (Main Centre) 665-4080

districta. nlocmnnld Hills 258-5300  Grosse Points 882.6400  Furmington Hills 737-0444
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placement for Joseph Pinsecki, g on.-Fri.

who was fataily shot Dec. 16 in .Mcmb"" FoIc —_—

hia office. A high achoal school
science teacher is charged in
Pinnccki's murder.
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