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Arena from page 1A

ns, as “arrogant.”
' The city council and parks and
recreation commlssion met to dis-
cusa, among other [swues, whother
they ahould ask voters to approve
an fce arena bond [ssue on its
own, or whether an early renewal
of the parka and recreation mil-
1age would ba a betler directlon.
" But Lichtmen's momo and
Fitzgerald’s comments didn't
serve the discusslon, said council.
woman Nancy Bates, who called
them “abrasive and personal.”

Lichtman defended the memo
o & “xuccinct” statement of hia
vicws, not meant to bo personat.

In the memo, Lichtman said he
was not In favor of an early parks
and recreation millage renewal as
the way to protect against a short-
fall for the arena.

1t would damage the clty's cred-
ibility “to suggest that it took us
a year and a hslf to properly sna-
lyze the pasaible conatruction of
an Ice arens and yet, through
_some inexplicable sleight of hand,
we are able to perform o aimilar
analysis of equally slgnificant
capital projects, ltke a community
swimming podl, in 8 few months,”
“he said.

Lichtman also called the pro-

posal "disingenuous,” nadding
that the city would still have to
{saue bonds for the arena. Oliverio
and Councilman Terry Sever were
implylng that the nrena would
nood the protection against a
budget shortfall because It would
loso money, he sal

*“Thus, while it is feir enough to
Inform the voters of how they
might be affected by a doomaday
scenario of the arena losing per-
hinps $100,000 a year, at least in
the {irut couple of start-up years,
it is inaccurate ond inappropriato
to tell voters that they will be
taxed {or an jce orens,” the memo
concluded.

Fitzgeenld, who was a member
of the ice arena study committee,
called the proposal to renew the
parks and recreation millage early
**a con job” and *“a major plece of
smake.”

Lichtman and Councilwoman
Joanne Smith sald they see prob.
lems with the confusion the mil-
lage renewal would cause. But
Bates, Councilman Jon Grant,
Councilman Alde Vagnozzi, Sever
and Oliverio all thought It was
worth further study.

Parks and Recreation Commisa-
sion chalrman Jerry Ellis eaid he

was concerned that there
wouldn't be time enough to sell
the renewsl to voters oven if the
commisaion agreed it was the best
plan. And commisslon member
Paul Jacokes, who is former
chairman of the Year 2000 com-
mittee, said he doubted other
groups affected would be willing
to hitch their star to an early ro-
newal.

“I don't think they're willing to
Iet the parks and rec millage ride
on that ({ce arena) [ssue,” Jacokes
suid, odding that it took & strong
selling job by commissioners of
over a year to convincs voters to
apprave ft. If the renewal failed
because voters did not want to
guarnntee ice arena funding, it
could also cripple other recreation
programa, he sald.

The proposat is designed not
only to pay far a new swimming
pool and mare basehall and soccer
ficlds, but also to make the recre.
ation program, including the ice
arcno, self-sustaining by the time
ita 15.year term cnds,

Commissioners  would  study
the proposal and report back to
the council by the May 16 regular
council mecting, Ellis said,
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occasion, Whether it is an exquisite diamond solitaire, colored gem in i clussic setting of
plutinum or gold, a strand of superb culiured pearls or Waterford Crystal from our large
in-stock selectlon, Greenstone's has the gift that will make that occasion special. We also
offer cxpent repair, redesign and appraisal services,
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Parade swings into baseball season

About 500 players and coaches
will march into the South Farm-
ington bascball season during a
perade through downtown Perm.
ington on Saturday, May 7.

The parade will start at 10 a,m,
at the Farmington Clty Hall on
Grand River west of Farmington
Road. The route will be Farming-
ton Road to Shiawasace and then
to Clty Park, whete the games will
be played.

Some 1,600 boys and girls play
on South Farmington tcams.
“We're excited about this sea.
son,” sald £d Cleland, a league
official. “It's our 25th annlver-
sary.”

The organizatlon will hold a
benefit golf tournament Sunday,
May 22, at Cattails Golf Club in
South Lyon. Cleland said he
hopes $20,000 can be raised.

Price is $100 per golfer ($35 for

the food only), with many prizes
planned. A golf hole may be spon-
sored for $160. Individusla or
companies also may provide gl?.
centificates and other prizes, [
Some of the other prizes pre
baseballs autographed by Detroft
Tigers and broken or cracked
‘Tiger bats. .
For more information about the
league or the golf outing, call
Cleland or Nick Salowich at 427-
2288. .
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Meet the Expert...

Learn everything you
need to know about
leather furniture.

Sale Continues through
Monday, May 9th

until 5 pm.
Special Extended Store Hours
Friday Only
10 am, - 9 pm.
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Most of these local florists feature one
or more of the nationaily known
wire services.
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