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Egwmenical Institute fosters understanding

v The bmmmunl Institute is  Lyons aald, calling it a refreshing

ot abuut Chri ot Jews or from rigid extremism

kluslum ot blacks or whites ur lhal. historically, has been so
hatd 1t's about individual lent in society.

searching for ways to better un.
derstand esch other, acvording to
{eunder the Rev. James Lyons

: This year the Ecumenical In.
stitute took charge of an Ambas-
dadors of Goudwill program at five
brea high schools in Farmington,
Birmingham, Lisenia, Farming.

"Pmple have been taught nm‘
“Lf you don't agree with me, [ can't
have anything to do with you,”"”
he maid. “We expect people tu
come in as individuals, not repre-
senting any church or group, and
we respect their individuality, IF
you m‘u:mu- people’s own digni-
1y, take

‘un Hills and West B field
“1t's & movement of peuple who
éare about other people, who
dgree to disagree and won't let the
disagreements separate them.™

place.”

To spark these cvnversations,
the Southfield-based institute
sponsors a series of programs,

H‘We expect poople to come In as individuats,
not representing any church or group, and we
respact thelr Individuallty. if you recognize
peopla’s own dignity, amazing conversations

take place.’

the Rev. James Lyons

gutherings and dialogues, includ-
ing trips to lsrael for Christians
and Jews to see how deeply the
holy land affects each religion,
tours of local churches and syna-

of the buildings und ceremonies
within them and classes and sem-

inars taught by Lyons.
Through It about 50 students
hn\e been lminal how to resolve
lly and how to

Rugues to explain the

break down racial and other walls
to form better relations.

"“The goal Is for theso kida to
talk to and train other kids”
Lyons said, adding that it has
been an extremely successful pro-
gram.

*“Wo are the only people in thelr
lives who really listen to them.
Adulta sre so busy instructing
that they forget to listen. We
found they know very well what
the problems are and what the so-
lutions are. Qur jub is to knock
down the walla that prevent them
from solving them,” he sald.

Gary Faber, assistant superin
tendent for lnutrucllnn for the

24001 Orchard Lake Rd.
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.S,wu‘n; Sale

*Manufacturer of the b
sekection of Fountains, mua
4 and Balusters
*Qricntal and Religious Figures
*Concrete round picnic tables
avalkible for commercial and
residential

Open 7 Days Year round

e Aars DECOR STATUETTE
SALE #275.% 43756 Mound » Sterling Helg|

1/2 Mile south of 20 Mile (M-59 m"759-5838

Mon. thru Sat, $-8pm; Sundsy 10-3pm

West Bloomficld achools, works
closely with Lyons on the project
and said it has had excellent re-
sults.

Lyons, a Congregational minis-
ter for more than 32 years and n
Holocaust scholar, said he geta
tremendous satisfaction working
with not only students, but also
all the people he meets through
the institute he created in 1982..

And that satisfaction makea
sense, after all — as Lyons tells it
— the institute scems to have

nurted with a little dMM asalst.

A “diobetic for more than 40
years, Lyona slipped into a die-
betic coma In 1982 and came out
of It craving change in his 1ife.
Calllng it a “midlifo awakening,”
he resigned the pastorship of his
church, not knowing what he
would do next.

Lyons was talking on the phone
that week to Dick Labenthal, di.
rector of the Michigan reglonal
office of the Anti-Defamation
League. Lobenthal asked him
what he would do if he could do
anything in tho world.

“Off the top of my head, with.
out really thinking about it, I said
[ wanted to stast an inatitute that
would get beyond the facade of
goodwil! to explore the things that
renlly cause us pain,” he said,

Within two week Lyons had o
dunated office in the bazement of
a Congregational church and se.
cured a 3-yvar, $35,000-per-yesr
grant to get it started.

“Dick Lobenthal got a call from
a lawyer who sald he had $100,000
to give away . . . It is nbwluul,
amazing how it happened,” he
said.
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For 75 years Easter
Seals has been helping
people with dluln]mct
live with dignity, equal-
independence.

ity and
Because wonderful
thli'ng; happen
when you give
ability a chance.
Support Easter Seals.

Our hair
transplant specialist vy
Dr. Dan Didocha, i{s using the =~ '~
latest techniques available In the . -
industry. Procedures have changed I
dramatically in the laat 2 years. -
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LOOKING FOR
DELICIOUS DISHES?

Find them ovs? Monday
in TASTE

Call Kow Yoz Fres Coasnliation or Ask Us To Send You Our
Video Information Package

1-800-582-4347

CLARKATON
8074 Dixia Mwy.

WE'LL DO THE COMPLETE JOB
AND YOU'LL LOVE THE LOW

KEW Cornmuc Sle St over b and 4 L
balance of bath . I

Him a790%
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Your Batlweon
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JUST
I et B alr #230-823-0720 STYLE AND COLOR FOR YOUR HEXT PROJECT - STCP (N AKD SEE US OR CALLY

Kitchen And Bath Remodeling
32639 Ford Rd...% Bk, E. of Venoy

LET OUR X2 YRS. OF EXPERIENCE HELP YOU SELECT

Protection is everyone's concern...
especally when t comes to your

savings With an Insured Muney

Market Account ar Deatborn Federa)
Credit Union, yous savings are fed.
erally insured up 10 $100.000 by the

National Credit Union Adminsstra-

. tlon,a U5, Govenment agency

Enjoy higher yiclds and complete
Tiquidity. And you'lt have con-
wvenlent and imsneduate access to

your funds when you need them,

For membership eligsbitity

and details on Deubon; Federal
N Credit Unton’s insured savings
programs, call 313-322.8660 or
toll-free B00-838-2770 TODAY!

Federal Credit Union

& Dearborn Federal Credit Union ts an Eual Opportunity Lender, i




