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"By C.J. RisAx
Bravy Vaimea

:l What to expect is the ques-
tion.
It won't be easy for Madonna

University'’s soRball team to
find that anawer. The Lady
Crusaders opponent in the
NAIA Bi-District round — a
beat-of-throe serics that starts
with & double-header at noon
. today and concludes at noon
Friday (if nocessary) at Maasey
.Fleld ie Plymouth ~— ja
+Shawneo State, from Ports-
- mouth, Ghio.
And there lan't much Madon.
‘oa coach Jerry Abmahsm can
Ssay sbout the Bears, except
s what he's heard socond-hand:
2“1 understand where they're
» strong is pitching and up the
¢ middle,” ho sald.

As any softball coach will teil
you, that’s a pretty good place
tostart.

s the field egainst the Bears. If

> those answers go undlscovered,

* the Crusaders could have prob-

" Jems surviving the Bi-District.

3 at Shawnee has fs a very
young team. There are just two
senlors and two juniors, to go
with two soph and eight

Lady Crusaders to face
good pitching in district

[ ] SOFTBALL
freshimen. Coach Ralph Cole
has used two pitchers almoat
oquolly. Heather Birmingham,
o freshman, is 10-4 with a 2.10
earned run average, 36
strikeouts and 22 walks in 90
Innlngs.

Kim White, another froshe
man, is 10-3 with a 1.23 ERA,
85 strikeouts and 13 walks in 97
innings.

Like Madonna (36-8 for the
seas0n), the Bears — who come
In with a 278 record — certaln-
ly can hit. Thelr team batting
average is .329; White's 459 av-
ernge, three triples, four home
runs and 34 runa batted in are
all team besta.

Brandi Rose, a sophomore
(428, 41 yuns, 12 doubles, three
homers, 23 RBI); Jill Walters, a
junlor (343, 11 doubles, 24
RBI); and Judy Shupert, a sen-
{or (.353, nine doubles, 21 RBI)
add to the arsenal, And yet, de-
spite thoss impreasive offensive
totals, another number {s more
important to Abraham: the
Bears' team ERA of 1.69,

“I imagine it will be a low-
scoring pitcher's ducl,” said
Abraham. That's a bit surpria-

ing, his team's of-
fenalve output is even greater
than Shawnee's. Madonna had
2 .382 team batting averoge en-
tering last weekend's A
District 23 Tournamont.

It also focuses the spotlight
more [ntensely on Dawn Terra-
al. But the Crusaders’ senior
pitcher has thrived in pressure
sltuations, For the eeason, she
is 28-7 with a 1.4 ERA.

*1 think whiat Dawn does best
is she gets better In bigger
games,” said Abraham. “Like
last week: Her third game
against Aquinas was her best.
She's really giving it all ahe haa.
She really wants to win.”

But then agsin, Abrabam
says the same about hls entire
team. “I just think if we kecp
playing like we did last week-
end, we'll do well,” he said.
“When we take the field, we
plan to win this thing.

“We're getting good pltching
and playing good defenso.
They're focused, they're discip.
lined. These kids belicve they
can l:ﬂln, that'a all that mat-

ters,’

1f they do, the Crusaders will
be headed to the NAIA Softball
World Series, hosted by Colum-
bia College In Columblia, Mo,

Madonna baseball tedxig 1
begins post-season play -

ByC.J, RISAK
BrArY Warrs

‘The preseason test is over.

That's the only way to lock at
it. Surs, it was a long preseason
— Madonna University's baseball
team has elready played 59 games
— but it's finslly done with,

ow tho fun begins — tho
playofls.

Which could last just two
games. That's the beauty of tour-
nament time; every play means
something.

The Fighting Crusaders enter
the four-team NAIA District 23
playoffs as the No. 2 ssed. They
were 18-8 during the district's reg-
ular seasen, behind Aquinas Col-
lega {21-3). Blenn Heights (16-8)
was third and Spring Arbor (14-
10) fourth.

Madonna meets Siena Helghta
in Thursday’s opening round at
Grand Kapids' Kimball Field,
while Aquinas and Bpring Arbor
face one another; both games aro
at noon.

Thers's nothing Crusader coach
Miko George would like more
than a repeat of last year's tour-
nament, which Madonna hosted.
His team bad bested Aquinas in
three-of-four regular-season meet-
{ngs, but in the tourney it was
Asgulnu that emerged with the
title.

[ | PREVIEW

“They beat us three-of-four (in
the reguler season) this year, so
meaybe we can do the same to
them,” George said Monday.

There's no secret to advancing.
The key element: “Pitching”
George sald. “We'll hit; we'll score
our share of runs. Qur defense |a
much-improved in the last coupla
of weeks.

Offense has been a Crusader
strong polnt all scason, The team
batting average is .328; they have
hit 56 home runs and 108 dou-
bles, scoring 415 runs (scven per
game) in their 69 games.

The pitching has been good,
but not great. The team earned-
run average is 4.16; opponents are
hitting .257 against them.

The moat consistent starter,
however, is a freshman: Craig
Benedict {from Plymouth Can-
ton), who leads the Crusaders
with a 6-2 record and Is second on
the team in ERA (2.42).

Others have had their
moments, to be sure. Senior Louie
McKaig started the season abys-
mally, losing his first four starts
before rebounding. Ho kas wen
five-straight decisions and has
lowered his ERA to a respectable

443, Ho lesds the team in”
strikoouts with 38 in 61 innings. *

Ryan Grabetz, a junior, and
T.C. Raptls, a senlor, have both
been solid. Grabetz is 4.2 with &’
312 ERA; Raptis is 6-1 with a
team-best 1.41 ERA. .

George s counting on those-
four as his starters entering the
tournament. Plenty of others will
o action, however. Sean Henkel
(Livonls Stevenson), a Junior,”
should ba the closer; ho is 4-0;
with a 3,18 ERA and a school-
record six saves. Henke] also had”
the beat strikeout ratio on the.
team, fanning 37 in 28% innings:

There's lots of pop on the of-
fense, s Goorgo indicated. Craig
Overaltis (Livonia Fronklin), 8’
senior, hit .337 with a team-high
50 runs batted in, and he tied Jim'
Solak for team leadership in
home runs with 11, Solak (Red-
ford/Dearborn Divine Child) bat-
ted 387 with 13 doubles and 41°

RBL

‘Then there's funior Scott An-
derson (369, 16 doubles, seven’
triples, eight homers, 35 RBI, 29-'
of-31 bases stolen); seniors Jeff
Miller (394, five homers, 22 RBI),
George Leung (.337) and Jeff Pen-
dell, from Livonia Churchill (317,
36 RBI); and freshmen Dan Tay-
lor (376, 24 RBI) and Aaron
Jones (.349, 30 RBI).

bowlers, man;

them from Ob-
serverland, tepre-
sent the greatest ar-
ray of talent any-
whers In  the

country.

This week will
mark the. roll-offs
for thelr champlon.
shipe, It will all be
sattled this Friday

Enlﬂn‘ in the finals at Wone
winner ia

on tearm pins.
“Thers fa additional prite money in the
{playofts. .

i The top teams are: Ansara's
‘Ansars (Farmington Hilla),
+Chaml

‘Light with Ken Chatwite, Craig Bosco,
:Quinton Greens, Mike Les, Tony Da-
" Deppo end Pau) Kwieclen: Wonderland
-Lanes with Ken Bashara (Redford),
Richard Shoupe (Livonis), Jeff Wojclk
- (Westland), Garrett Nagls (Westland),
\Terry Tasars (Westland), Tim Magyar
vand Brian Gogolln; Lou Magic's Stats
\Pamm Insursnce with Lou [vancie, Lee
:Snow (Parmington Hills), Trey Ed-
wwards, Kurt I;Han. Mike In:bvg.,?u
Ottman (Troy), Kerry Kreft uss
‘Ghaffer; Mac's Car Wash with Jack
!Qleaud, Sr., Rick OCiraud, Steve
+ Dasaeruk, Teffault,

Matroo!

iwith Mike Looents, Bob Cestls, Paul
* Btoken, Tery Ritivoy, Steve Lucents and
: Gus Ghanam.

. Interssted bowling facs should plan
"0 be et Wonderland Lanss. The action

starts at 6:30 p.to, Friday.

Comntry Lanes ) .
Mars — Bruce Wignt, 257/813; Kevin Han-
sen, 239/580; Ragor Ferpason,

Civie Backar, 22%; Kavin Kiemat, 22

Sparss & Sukas — Audrey Siola, 217/841;
Hewn Duger, 213/504; Shery Mckishan,
211/567; L Vanderveanet, 204,

nears finale

Loon Lake Lesgoe — Gary Buiock 247/
816; Lee Sirent, 241: Jef Hearebrouck, 220;
Jacry Wenkiert, 220/397; Jaft Amoisch, 211,

facnesdsy Lades — Datty o
238; Ema . 228: Sua DuQuette, 215/
B57; Pettie Ramirel, 207/342; Margaret Block,
2047847,

Ward Ateycsts — Doug Keno, 238/829;
Howand Davis, 212/871,

Advanced Youth (senicrs) — 3ohn Matsio,
210/581; John Crisaman, 204/577.

Cralg Morge, 268/707; Maz Lynch, 257, Tna
Barver, 284/811; Debble Van Mater, 214/817:
Jan Hansen .

Youth chooy — Crvs Brug-
nen, zuf;zlz: Zack Chafetz, 212/343; Mas

1l

Farmingion §choots — Attt Laoorde, 199/
527, Deriese Lacorse, 191/543; Scott Lister,
197,

Giortes —
192/553.

Suha Moros B50-950 Men's — Rick Necker,
248/851; Joft Toyicr, ; Ed L
204/82%; Bob 278/707; Dave Grabos,
248-267/718; Rick Lang, 243/878.

Strokers 620/700 Men's — Rick EMsM,
254; Mie Wonowski, 248/683; Tom Nexa,
236/820; Chark Derverich, 243; John Michsdl,

Wearnesday Nk 640/720 Men's ~~ Den
Wheor, 249-217/694; Mike Hoobler, 258/855;
Ron $Aeyer, 257/844; Kevin Flores, 235; Ron
Myel, 247/082: Mike Tromontl, 240-234/873;

Wonderiand Lasse (Livesda)i Motor City
Man'a {earty) — Kath Ibbet, 300 (2nd 0 2

weeta).
BOR Men's — Jm Kncald, 298/724; Joy
Saptwr, 803,
‘Wondertand Claceic (4/19) — Brad Wolter,
209/T8%; Larry Franz, 299/747; Mark McCusk-
; Tim Baundeds, 300/739: John Wodw.
Clasaic (4/26) — St Dishong,
300/781; Mark ., 726; Dive Kaburewasd,
207/7411 Doug Solow, 219/721; Ken Lang.
T10: e Kunpe, 720.
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Advertise in one newspaper, but reach potential customers through-
out the network currently in Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, Livingston and
Monroe counties.

D Target markets and respondents.

Provide 24-Hour Access and Secunty, screen responses at your conve-
nience and leave messages or further instructions. There is no need to
release your name, phone number or address.

Promote Employment, Vehicles/Boats and Accessories for Sale, Rentals
and Real Estate dassifieds with additional categories on the way.

B, With Custom Connect Classifieds all types of businesses can screen responses
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New Custom Connect..”

’ |’ faster, at a reduced overhead. You won't tie up phones or valuable personnel
S Classifieds éxtend the walting for customers to answer your classified ads.
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