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Local dancers shine
in romantic ballet

airy lales came true for dancers in the

Michlgan Opera Theatre production of

“Cinderella” at the Masonlc Temple May
©-8. It was a spectacular show that featured 63

. dancers and five supernumeraries. Ballet master

lacob Lascu of of West Bloomfield directed the
cast that included dancers chosen locally from the
Birminghem Dance Academy, Bunny Sanford

* Studio (Llvenia), the Center for Creative Studics,

Dance Detrolt, Festival Dancers, Lascu School of
Ballet, Madame Cadillac Dancers, Marygrove Col-
lege and the Metrupolitan Ballet Theatre.

bvelyn Cisneros of the San Francisco Ballet wan
b Cinderetla, and Wolfgang Stollwi
was very bellevable an Prince Charming.

There are many talented dancers in the Observ-
er& Ecctnltlc coverage aren, two performances are
heduled this week The Pl h-Canton

Ballet Company will present the ballet “Cop-
pelin,” 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m, Saturday, May 14, at
Bellrvllle High School Audilorlum. 501 W, Col-
umbia. Reserved seating tickets are $8 adults, $6
children and senior citizens, Call (313) 397-8828.
Cranbroak Kingswood's annuel apring dance
concert, featuring modern dance by the Cranbrook
Kingawood Dancers, will be 8 p.m. Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday, May 12-14, at the Cranbrook
Per{urming Arta Center, 650 Lone Pine, Bloom-
field Hills. Tickets are $4 and available at the

- door. Call (810) 645-3441 for information.

8 1f you didn't reserve tickets for the mdgcdule
Pluycr s current production of “The Foreigner,”
you're out of luck. They sold out. “We have an
vutatanding cast, and it's a very funny and well-
known show,"” sald director Jim Rink. The Ridge-
dale Players Is at 205 W. Long Lake Road in Troy.
The Junfor Actors of Ridgedale will be presenting
“Hobin Hood" June 25-26. Stay tuned to Enter-
tainment for details.

B Alanna Hamill has been infatuated with the
mavies for as long os she can remember, sald her
(ather, Deamond Hamill of West Bloomfield. She
worked in amateur productions at Mercy and Uni.
versity of Detroit high acheols and Marygrove Cal-
fege. ARter performing for several years off-Broad-
way, ahe headed for her true love — Hollywood,
She has been working there steadily ever since,
hut not us an actress, When acting parts weren't
avallable, she, with partner Robert Pucci, wrote a
screenplay abaut & precocious child actor.
Director Taylor Hackfurd bought It for New Vi-
sion Pictures, and they were on their way.
felt lhn hlgh hudgel actlon pld.urel were being

dy and nunpemc lhnlltn
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LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch for in Entertainment next week:

® What's new at the movies.
W Upcoming plays and concerta In your communt.
ty.

Wllh “a stitch in
time,” University of
Detroit fine arts
graduate Mary Ellen
Shindel of Rochester
dresses opern slngers
to the ‘’ninea.’”
Working with flve
other seamstresses
in Michigan Opern

MA!IV
mmn Thentre's costume

shop, the wardrobe
mistress mellculoully bullds her
creations, carefully reinforcing linings
and alluwlng for alterations with {arge
seams and long hems.

The latest srtiatic offeringa from
the shop in the old Packard plant in
Detrait are the 16 costumes for leads
of Ssturday night's “Faust” produc-
tion at Masonlc Temple.

Shindel made the vest that goes
with Mephistophelea' $3,000 wings,
his 32,000 Jeather cost, homed top
hat, and bodysuit that looks like a sa-
tyr (with a cloven hool),

“It is the best costume I have ever
worn,” sald Gabor Andrasy, who is
singing the role of the devil.

“Faust" by Charles Gounod is a
twist an the anclent story of a man
who trades his soul for youth, a story
immortalized by Johann Goethe.
This cutrent production, a joint effort
by MOT and Opera Pacific, ia the ex-
atic conception of Ken Cazan with
seta by Paul Steinberg based upon
MOT's 1977 version of the opera.

Laat fall when it opencd in Califor-
nia, the costumes proved such a sen-
sotion, especially the six demon cos-
tumes, they were immediately rented
to the Greater Miami Opera.

“You sew a dress, but you build a
coatume,” said Shindel in a midnight
interview after “Cinderella.” “A cos-
tume is bullt for abuse.”

Seamstressisdevil’s advocate in ‘Faust

Abuse {s what the demon costumes
got. Aler they were carefully con-
structed for a price of $25,000 accord-
ing to costumer Constance Hoffman's
designa, they were shredded in keep-
ing with production director Ken Ca-
zan‘s erotic ideas, These six demons
{people from hell) come from different
historical periods, and follow Mephi-
stophcles throughout the ahow., The
seven represent the seven evils,

“All of my life in the theater I have
been an ingenue,” sald Wendy Sha-
pero of Weat Bloomfield who s one of
the demons, a seductress in a red
dress with horna. “Now | have the
chanee to explore my darker side. In
the show I am wnsuntly licking my
stiletto full of blood,

Shapero, a xrnduuu of UD-Mercy
in theater, has choreographed produc-

Costume fitting: Wardrobe mistress Mary Ellen Shindel of
Rochester fits Wendy Shapiro of West Bloomfield with her
costume as a demon in MOT's production of “Faust."”

tions at the Birmingham Theatre, the

Strand Thentre, and for Stevenson’

High School in Ulica. She is studying
voice with Rita Jury of Bloomfield
Hills, who is in the “Foust" chorus.

“Even the poor people wear silk in
the theater,” soid Shindel. *“We have
to use expensive materials because
the costumes have to drape right and
stand the wear and tear.”

The materinls used in this “Faust”
production were bought in New York
for between $4 and $50. a yard, They
are of silk, velvet, leather, and fake
fur. (Some people are allergic to real
fur.) After the Detroit run, the cos-

tumes will be housed at the costume ]
shop and rented to opera companies,

“Yes, | love what ! do,” nid Shin—
del who costumes for the
Opera during MOT"s off season, an
dresses celebrities like Kevin Grop,;
{Pbantom in “Phantom of the Op:
era™} during showa at Masonic Tem?
ple, the Fox Theatre, and the ther
Thestre.

“If [ con’t be ¢n stage, then 1 w-n:;
10 be back stage,” said Shindel.

Mary Jane Doerr of Troy is a full:]
time teacher and freelance writer wha
specializes in opera and musical the-
ater.

SRO’s ‘Ten Little Indians’ is entertaining

“Ten Little Indi-
nns"” {s perhaps Aga-
tha Christie’s best
known mystery, and
Standing Room Only
Productions pre-
senta a fairly attrac-
tive rendering of her
work,

“Ten Little Indi-
ans,” exemplifies a
clossic mystery for-

SALLY
DUBATS

mula from which much subsequent

entertolnment  atill  springs. Un-
suspecting guests are invited to &
country hoeme on an island from
which there la no escape, Ol\! ul' thrm

ON 7TA¢E

“Ton Little lndians™

*Thestar: SRO Productions at the
Burgh 00 the northcast comnet of
Civic Centor Drive and Berg Road in
Southeld.

Curtaln time; 8 p.m.Fridays snd
Seturdays; 2 pm. Sundays, rough

ATickets: General admiszion, $7, se-
niof chizens and chiidran, $6. Call
B0

1l A terriflc performance Is turned in by Marc

Rosatl who plays William Blore, a strange po-

liceman who obviously doesn't fit In with the -
upper crust crowd. Rosati's performance pro-
vides wonderfully witty comic rellef.

sense of command as the self-ap.
pointed interpreter of various ghastly
events.

Sarab Kamoo also petforms well ns.
the d and pretty
Vera Claythorne who later cracks un-
der Kamoo ia paired well

is a murdercr. With that
Christie employs the children's nur-
sery thyme by the same title to devel-

ap her plot,
Judie Rosati directs an artistically
and technically solld pmducﬁon with
d tool

] REVIEW

audience mental sleuthing is missing

from this production.
‘The remaining mulh faceted in-
i of the ow-

one cruciel
of Christic mysteries in that each
character should appear guilty
(through gentures, glances, or delivery
of linea) to create more dramatic ten-
sion and a greater sense of “whodun.
it” for the audience.

As all chlnd&lnl appear mmlndy

(mlher than reading at least a few
lincs as though they were lying), some

ever, aro intact which does create
mystique, Jitters, sarcasm, balder-
dash, prudish behavior and cunning
create other character dimensions to
round out SRO’s production.

Guests gather and recount the rea-
son for thelr visit to the gloomy cs-
tate, Joel Grosaman does a splendid
job as newly arrived Sir Lawrence
Warg: G o fine

with Michael Megerian who plays the
part of Philip Lombard, a wise-crack-

ing playboy type make likable by a
cunningly casual interpretation.

A tegrific performance is turned in
Ly Marc Rosati who plays William
Blore, o strange policeman who obvi-
ously doesn't fit in with the upper
crust crawd. Rosati's performance
provides wonderfully witty comic re-
lied, eapecially since anappy gestures
and quitkly tooks daminate Rosati’a
version of Blore,

Otta Canis portrays the nervous
Dr. Armstrong, and plays him with an
on-the-brink hysteria that is perfeetly
suited to the character. Canis' ner-

peaks when an unsuspect-

ing gucst dies as the result of a jethal
injection from a hypodermic needle;
making Dr. Armstrung the perfect
suspect.

Jim Cave tumns in an excellent
:hnm:tcmnlmn ul‘ huul: guest Gen-
eral Mack
nl.uhky, Cave l'nn:n well with the dogd-
cring General, nlthuuuh a bit too docd
ile to create suspicion,

Ralph Rosati and Cheryl Gll&er
add a nice element of color to the p pm-
duction portmaying the nbllgnlnry
Christie domestic help.

As is customary for an SRO pm-
duction, Bill Mandt’s sct is n terrific,
assct to the mood of the show, '

With respectable performances by
all (including nifty British dialects),
SRO's ““Ten Little Indians” is an enA'
tertaining Christie diveraion, !

Sally Dubats of Royal Oak is an'dn:
actress, director and teacher, who,
teaches at community theaters in t!w
metropolitan arca.

“People do read the ads” 2
Oflia Cotrard now knowa somathing we ‘ve known lof yoare—peoplo not ?‘;
only read our Observor & Eccontric Classifieds. thay call on them and buy Yo
from them. "My responso was excollant,” Otlie told us. g,
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UIVE NUSIC & DI ALL DAY
9531 HIGHLAND R, (W:9) » 3% mi. W. of Akport . 6982210

The Tenth Annu:l
GROSSE ILE AZALEA FESTIVAL
May 21 — 22

® PARADE Sat. May 21,1000 8. @ CRAFTS
@ CARNIVAL @ JURIED ART SHOW

NG R 3
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
810-608-2414
@ FREEPARKING © SHUTTLE BUSES &
© ANTIQUE CAR SHOW Sua. My 23 & FOOD
® ANTIQUE AIRPLANE EXHIBIT & RIDES
Foe Infornation, call (313) 6927905
Spoasored by the liand Business Assoclstion

SHOWTIMES:

CS 0o b, & 103 Pa, S
:00 P.M, & 10:30 £,M, Sat.
& 6:00 P, W&anaay
Dinner Shows Avallable
TED W THE GREAT AERICAN DWER + A W, W, OF ARPORT O, )

Ride Tbe Rallmad ® Arts & Crafis

Parade Saturday 11 a.m.
TECUMSEH HISTORIC SOCIETY
302 E. Chicago (M-50), Tecumsch
(517) 423-2374
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