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Heart to-heart: Children become her career gealoo

Dear Mams,

1 used to hate
those heart-to-
heart talks when
[ wan a kid grow.
ing up. I'd do
anythlng to
avold them, But
I've been think-
ing so much
about you lately,
maybe because
it's around
Mather's
and maybe be.
cause now that I'm a mother, I
can better what o
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begins to value Hw way that you
made us kids your “career™?

You taught us so many things!
‘There Is an old saying that goes,
“There are two lasting beguesta
we can give our children. One Is
roots; the other s wings.” You
gove roots that anchor us to this
day, And you gave us wings to try
and soar to wherever our dreams
would take us, And you did that
in such simple, overyday, seem.
ingly ordinary ways,

We lcarned to simply ENJOY
the peoplo we are with through
the rituals we had growing up.

strong, gutsy lady you wero,

I wivh we had & word thot val-
ues you and all that you did for
us. When you'd put down “house-

wera a blg deal, You'd
make us our favorite meals, and
we could order ANY bmhdn
cake we wanted! You'd serve it up
wilh nll the fanfare directed at us.

wifg" am your fon on those
IRS forms or whatever, it just
duesn’t begin to capture the nig-
nificant, rich contributions you've
mads to people.

Could we call you o feminiat?

vou did embody so many of those
cl;}unrler{ll[m that we know as
“feminine.”” You worked hard and
craatively to provide us with har.
mdny, beauty, nourishing meals,
refular routines, stretching a dol-
Jug, handmade nrticles, a safe en-
vifonment, nurturing stories and
anongoing sense of your presence.
But I think you'd wince at some
of, the connotations associated
with feminism today,

What word is there that even
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and Easter were
hlghll;hu of lho year, I'll never
know how you did our Sunday
dinners every week — with the
silver and china spread out on the
starched, freshly froned, hand-
embroldered tablecloths stitched
by you or your own mother.

You VALUED ua, your fumlly.
Your energles, your creativity,
your presence, your love and your
laughter were centered on us and
our well-being. Because you were
always there, I think I took you
for granted — and all the break-
fasts ready for us in the moming,
the chicken noodls soup lunches
at noon and the dinners at 6
o'clock neatly every day through-
out each year. On a “job appra-
irsal” form, that one task would

translato out to three meals a doy
for more than 40 ycars, totaling
approximately 43,800 meals. And
1 won't even begin to calculate the
hours you spent In planning,
shopplng, ptep-ra.lilcn. growing

words that begin to adequately
describe what you mean to me.
But in that 20/20 vislon of hind-
sight, I am finding some of the in-
credible gifts you gave us over and
aver again -—-“:njo;:munt. values,

verse! And finally, we have a word
that begins to capture what you
have mennt to us, and how you
are cherished beyond time.

Thank you, Mama, for the roots
you gave us as a creatively loving

and canning
tion, mealtimes themselves and
final cleanup.

You OPENED the world for us,
1n our home movies, you and one
of the grandkids are both concen-
trating on a partleular tree. You
were telling her the namo of it and
holding her hand to touch the
rough leaves — just as you did 20
milllon times for your own chil-
dren in our formative ycars. How
many ploces did you carry us —
and later lead us — to teach us
about this amazing world ond the
names for what we discover in it?

You nlso LISTENED. You
were thero as we firut started to
put words together to read. You
were there through the long ago-
nizing hours of piano practice and
clarinet leasons. You listened to
211 of thal, You Jistened with your
heart and knew when our days
were golng well or protty rough. [n
your quiet way, you'd sometimes
respond and say your words of
wisdom that are with me still,
You llstened to our stories and
sometimes rolled your cyes as you
laughed at our jokes.

Mama, 1 wish I realized sll
these things long ago. I would
have been able to engage in more
of those heart-to-heart talks, I'd
let you know how 1 struggle with
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477-8020

OPEN HOUSE
Country Hills Montessori & Preschool

Summer Camp

Infants, Toddler, Kindergarten
Sunday May 15, 1 pm: - 3 pm

23325 Orchard Lake
in South Orchard Plaza
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IF ALL THE HORLD'S A
STAGE, THEN WE HRVE THE
PERFORMANCE SCREDULE.

1-800-NCR-6666

The National Cutural Alliance and 23,000 arts and humani-
ties organizations guarantee there's something in your com-
munity you <an get excited about. Call for a free brochure.
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woman. And thank you for the
wings of steadfast confidence you
had in each one of us. You en-
abled us to soar to new adven-
tures.

And looking backwards, I dis-
cover that the first letters of your
characteristica spell out EV.O.L.
‘That's looking at L.O.V.E. In re-

Vil try and pHbéOERpAY"

along. . .
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The Rev. Kate Thoresen is di-
rector of the Portnership Minls-*}
tries at the First Presbyterian”
Church of Birmingham. If you'?
have a question or comment, call 7
her at 953-2047, mailbox number
1882, on a Touch-Tone phone.
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If it's been a while sinca
you chacked
conditioner, ¢
it could be feady to lose
its cool. Bryant can help:

* A full line of dependable,
energy-efficient air conditioners

« A system for every home and budget
« Save money while you keep your cool

Don'l wait jor the worst...
Hasting l-cwﬂnu lrﬂlﬂﬂ Call your Bryant deater now.
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LOAN FLAVOFF

TAKE

Fd. 6 PM-10 PM, Sat. 3 PM-10 PM, Sun. JPMVPM
Fri. 4 PM-11 PM, Sat. Noon-11 PM, Sun, Noon-10 PM

RAFFLE » FAST FOOD « BEER TENT « DUNK TANK
11685 Apploton - Pymouth Rd. and Telegroph, Redtord Twp.
For More Info Call 255-1100

Lioanse Numbon £21278 ond P12283

LOAN!

out of the park and win an interest-free loan!

‘You can use your discount on a cat, boal or
home imp loan - any i
{oan® from Old Kent.

WIN & $10,000 SHOPPING SPREE!
“You'll also be eligible (or our Grand Prize
Drawing of a $10,000 shopping spree on
an O1d Kent credit card!

Great “Instant Bank Bonus* prizes

available, too. So slide into Old Kent
for your game card and win today!

Comenon Serse. Uncommon Service™

A.ll W WWMAIA OfSce  BrightoaMall  Clariatoa
227-8750 625-8800
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231-3500 8874181

688-1555

Ptymoath
+455-5010

A SWING AT AN
TEREST-FREE

¥/3% Y0 1% OFF YOUR RATE — GUARANTEED!

Everyone’s a wininer in Old Kent’s Grand Slam Loan Playoffl Just come
into any branch office, scratch off a game card and win a discount on your
loan rate: 1/4%, 1/2%, 3/4% or upto 1% off. You mighl cven knock one
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East Highland
8874141
Soathield
383.3010

Grzad River
227-8740
Walled Lake
6244534
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