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25 years

The C Center of Far Farm-
ingtan Hills is celebrating its 25th anajversary
this year with some special events, including o
spring showcase and a fall fashion show and lun-
cheon.

The Celebration Showcase {a from 10a.m. to 4
p.m. Sunday, Muy 22 ot tho center.

“The family oriented festival will feature the
talents of stadents and instructors from many of
the performing arts, fine arts, crafts and other
classes held at the non-prefit center.

F ond d: jona will be held
outdoors, weather permitting, and blankcta are
suggested for lawn seating.

An art exhibit and other events will be in-
doors. Admissimn ia free.

New direction

In nddition to this milestone, Ben Marks re-
cently became the center’s new executive diree-
tor. A prominent retired busineasman and
former mayaor of Farmington Hills, Marks hos a
vision for The Community Center as it approach-
es the 21at Century.

The Community Center is located in the his-
toric “Longacre House,” a 20-room Georgian
mansion en five acrea of wooded and landscaped
grounda at 24705 Farmington Road, north of 10
Mile Road.

The center’s Volunteer Guild will sl refresh-
ments, an well as the “Goodenough Cookbook,”
throughout the day.

The popular cookbook, now in its fourth print-
ing. wns compiled by the Volunteer Guild and
features recipes from congressmen, senators, rep-
resentatives, Paula Blanchard, Emie Harwell,
and ather famoun, and not so famovs, folks.

other event in celebration of the 25th an-
niversary is, Cultura) Harmony, which is a se-
ries of performancea highlighting different
cthnic groupa beginning in mid-July for five
wecks. The program will feature danco, atory-
telling and music.

Something for everyone
The center is an independent, non-profit, his-
taric facility offering o broad range of fine and

. performing arta cvents, jonal and cultural

programs, rental services and socia) activities.
Cur mission is to serve as g unifying force in o

« rapidly changing area by bringing peopla togoth-

er for n greater senso of community and by en-

. riching their lives through quality programming.
The center is truly o community-based, inde-
ndent organization that does not receive any

local, atate or federal tax dollars.

1 Tho Community Center has been in continual

: oporation since 1969. It is governed by a volun-

! teer board of directors respansible for the long-

| range planning, policy setting and fiacl

'i ibility of the izati

Rich beginnings
! Our facility originated s a six-room Victorian
* brick home built in 1869 by Palmer Sherman.
' Luman Goodenough bought it in 1916, and later
: had it remodeled and expanded to its present
- size. He named it the “Longacre House™ becauso
" of the property’s shape.
1n 1968, after the deaths of Mr. and Mra.
. Goodenough, the family donated the house and
- grounds to the residents of the aren to bo used aa
- a nen-profit community center.
. Dedicated citizens raised the money nceded
. for the init{a) renovation and operating expens-
e9. An exccutive director was appointed, several
* craft classes and dance leasons were scheduled,
- and the center opened ita doora to the public for
- the first time in September 1069,
In 1979, tha Michigan Historical Commissi

. designated the “Longacre House™ n state histori-

cal site. Reaponding to the needs snd interests of
the ity, the center graduall ded

llumminﬁlﬂdﬂnﬂ:
‘| t Changes mad

(-]
1n 1987, a feasibility study conductad by Plante
Moran recommended making certain Thy:lml

[ The
1: changing noeds of sociaty,
'{; Varied classes

i tWith so many women working cutside the
{ home, we have scheduled mors evening classes
, and events. One-day works!

i ‘mmodnbbuaylif:ﬂyi ; and in ros to
es; ponse

!wdlmmmy-,mh:wi our
. and performing arts programming

: kinds of programs more available in cur geo-
. graphic arsa.. : .

% “Latspra Collina Is the center’s public relations * _ |
ecoordinator. . Lot
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WA shopping spree that lasted
a year and put an area woman
in debt turned out to be the

beginning of her recovery
from overspending, She

launched Michigan's first
Debtor’s Anonymous group.

BY DIANE GALE
STAYY WRITRR

Aftor @ one year shopping frenzy
of buying clothea and trips, Mau-
roen deplated a $50,000 bank ac-
count and ran her credit cards up
$12,000.

At the end of the living night.
mare, Maureen said, she realized
ahe had a problem with money.

“When the aavings account was
depleted I panicked,” Maureen said.
;l‘hnt. panic made mo seek help.”

ip-about five years ago and ealled
the Self-Help Clearinghouse in
Lansing, u statewide resource infor-
mation conter. But there wasn't a
Debtor's Anonymous in Michigan.
So, with the help of tho clearing-
house, Maureon and another woman
started Michigan's first chapter in
Juno 1888,

“I dofinitely have a sonse that
overspending and credit minuso is
an incroasing problem and therc’s
an ever increasing need for support
groups, said Sue Kollmeyer, re-
source apecialist at Michigan Self-
Help Clearinghouse.

“It used to be, years ago that we'd
got a rare call and it is more com-
mon,” Kollmeyer said. “Overapend-
ing, credit misuse and gambling,
we're getting mare calle than we've
over had ond we're hearing from
family members, also.”

. The local chapter of Debtor's
Anonymous moets at a Botsford
Hospita! facility in Redford.

Anonymity is key

Part of what makea tho program
work s that the people remain
anonymous, the woman sald, asking

See SPENDING, 2C
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Church builds, meets community needs

BY DIANE GALE
BTATY WIITER

A congrogation once housed in a converted
barn has boen remodeled, as members of First
Presbyterian Church in Farmington Hills pre-
pared last month for the church’s 40th anniver-

sary.

There have been more changes at the church
in the past few years than ever before.

When construction is complets on 16,800-
square-foot addition, the one building will house
the fellowship hall, ¢l d

are going on now were slated to be comploted in
the late 1950s.

“This is God's timing,” ho said, “If ¢ wore hu-
man timing it would have been done 30 years ago.
Wo are looking forward to having nll cur opera-
tions under one roof. When we were up the hill
we were a little detached.”

But boyond the bricks and mortar, tho Firat
Presbytorian Church [s building o stronger com-
muaity outreach program. With three former
mayors as a membera - Bob McConnell, Jody
! and Ear] Opperthausar - o senss of civie

an
tion offices. A magnificent floar-to-ceiling stained
glass window behind the altar wae added in the
church last year.

Before the stained glass window, tha long
church *had a bit of a fec} of & bowling alley,” tho
Rov. Brewstar H. Gero, the church’s pastor, said.
The church can withstand some changes, because
1t has & good history with a solld foundation of
people actlye in the community, he added. . :

Praviously, the historic l'(nu House - also
known as the Kirby White House, Which

duty noturally developed.

Many other programs are under way, too, For
instance, Ken Ol(de{ longtime church member,
founded the 8 itan C ling Center at the
church, After the Kirby Whits House was moved,
the program was taken to Nardin Park.

Also, Gere Is active with Nelghborhood House,

which helpa peaple in noed with housing and oth- -

or services.
“We're looking to find now means of outreach
in the ity,” Gere said, adding that the

moved just last yoar to Farmingtom Road and 10
Mile - served as a grandios¥landmack for the
church and was home to church offices and some
activities. . : o
vBecause we're tucked down here in the prop-
. erty, some people didn't know the church, but
. Z did know the house on ths hill,” Gere sald,
adding that it was only eight years ago that the

In fact, many of the structural changes that

church also sponsors four food programs in De-
troit and other communities. Also, tosn-ags mem-
bera have gone to.various communities around
the couritry to help build houses for the noedy,
Marcia Howe, church historian, said: “It's slg-

nificant that we've been in the community for

Jength of timo and we soe oursslvea as a growing.

urch in membership and activities.”

Beo CHURCH, 3C ﬂWowH.ﬂ
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