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The Village Musical: Potty
Players of Birming- ’ I Ward ¥
h;mvare cltisins out ON AGE :h:'\‘lul::;:':’l-y'?
their regular sea- f Birming-
son with the Rich. “Closer Than Ever” ;r:mo pnxlrl::lru‘n
ard  Maltby-David AThester: Vilags Fiayers of Brming- af Richard Mal- .
Shire musical, ham, 752 Chastrie. ty-David Shire’s i
“Closer Thaon *Curtaln time: 8 pm. Fridays and usical “Closer .
Ever.” Directed Ly Satwdays Prough Msy 28 Than Ever.” "
KeeLy WyGoniK Michael & Cre. *Ticketa: $12 st $10 stcdonts, ‘
worgma T g | 2T
»w 1€ l! mit.
Theater music groups s rdition. . that, uften, when we meet with sur- .

wrap up 1993-94 season
ummer will soun be here. Local community

s theater and music groups are wrapping up
their 1923.93 seasons, getting tvady for &
much neatad break. We are (urtunate to have so
many talented petfurmers and musicians in our
curverage area. They are deserving of our upplause
and thanks for entertaining, enlightening, and en-
riching var lives. Hete are some of this week’s
highlights.
B Playwright Sazah Goldman rvsponds ta her par-
ent’s 11th mmm.mdmem - “Thou Shalt Maery A
Nice Jewish Doctor,” in “Beau Jest” presented by
the Jewish Ensembie Theatre through June 12,

The Beau is a Jest! A single ilaughtu hee
mother, and the dream catch, or is it match,
makes for a very funny night at the theates, Sar-
ah’s only pmb]em is there isn't enough of the real
thing to gv arvund, Her resourcing leaves the audi-
ence laughing.

Arthur Beer ditects the cast which includes
Eden Cooper Sage, Larry Shy, John Lepard, Mar-
shalt Zweig, William Premin, and Shlrle) Ben)u

in a wond, sensativnal.

How does 8 memoruble piece of
stagecrsft like this happen? Whoe
knows exactly? Hanl wurk, comple-
mented by talent, knowledge, and
large dollops of special care help, of
course. Most probably, Juck plays a
part too, although perhaps a rela-
tively minor one.

And, of course, in order to execule
something impressively, it doesn't
hurt to have something impresaive
to execute. Perhaps the first zight
move made by this group was their
decision to gu with Maltby and
Shire's winning music and lyrics.

“Closer Than Ever,” an all-muaic
musical, i» s small symphony of
middle-aged us, stumbling arund
in the direction uf the 215t century,
and trying to dv so with ot least a
modicum of grace, sanity, and may-
be not too much (at. Here is humor
and sadness (mostly humor), lust
and love, pain and gain. Alxo, here is
a delightful, insightful

prises, it is ourselves we meet.

Onstage, a knockout crew delivers
the guods. Carullee Castle, Doug
Clark, Sean Harmon, and Patty
Ward not only perform well salo, but
work together beautifully, too, (And,
after awhile, who cares if they all
ook a little young for their roles?)
Paul McCaflrey, at the piano, and
Chuck Bartels, un string bass, add
just the right nutes of panache and
pizzazz to the prduction.

Just about every number per-
formed seems special in its way.
Highlights of the eumnx include
lhr company singing about their
“aver-educated, under-stimulated

. hyper-venti- lating™ generation

trying to deal with bugaboo. from
cellulite to prostate trouble to aging
parents in “The Moech of Time™
baxs player Bartels, backing up Pat.
ty Wanl ax she belts out the comi-
cally- x-ugxcnme “Back on Base”
the not-just-great-locking-but- ter.
rificall lented-t Seun 'iﬂf"lu”r

singing of the vague regrets of “One
of the Guod Guys;™ Doug Clark, giv-
ing it his best in what might be a
perfect anthem for male mld Ill'em.

duction, as o other peripherals,
The goud-looking, but simple cos-
Grovame} descrves ape-
n. Mostly in artlully-co-

“Ill Get Up T

and Carollee Castle, weaving an ut-
terly enchanting spell with her
lenclid rendition of the bi
reminincence, " Life Stary.™
Chuoreography by Christine Tobia
contributes significantly to the suc.
cess of this well-put-together pro-

nti
LtH | Octuber colurs, everything
loaks absolutely perfect for this oce
casion,

Victuria Diaz is a Livonia-based
freelancer, who specializes in arts
and entertainment articles in the
metm area.

“Beau Jest” opened for p:
regular performances begin Surday, \hy 22, Pes-
formances are in the Aaron DeRoy Thatre at the
Jewish Community Center, 6600 W. Maple Road,
West Bloomfield. Tickets range frum $3 to $19.50.
Call 7588-2900 or Ticketmaster, 645.6666.

B The Rochester Symphony Orchestra, under the

Great singing, dancing in country musical

8 Don’t miss the Musica Viva International Con-
certs 2nd annual Michigan Flute Fextival, 3:30
p.m. Sunday, May 22 at Orchestra, 3711 Wood-
ward Avenue in Detroit. Tickets range frum $10 to
330, call B33-3700.

s,

Once vgain, he utilies » raked
atage and onstage municians that be-
come & very pleasing part of the show,
and once again he presenta a strong

Sec MARQUEE, next page

LOOKING AHEAD

ble of talent who deliver enet-

getic, well-polished performances.
There's & little town in Texas
where Miss Mona (Sharon M

where the girls are treated like family
ond customers like guests, where
there are atrict rules of behavior for
everyone, and there's s comfortable
relationship with the local sheriff, Ed
Earl Dodd (Hal Davis).
Everything goes sour whtn agrand-
ling television Mel-

er)) is lhe rurrml prvpnemr of m

ondly

vin P. Thorpe (Ron Lee Savin),
makes an issue of the Chicken Ranch

Lovin'" and contributea a tremen-
<lous stage presence whencver she ap-

penrs.
anm 13 Thorpe, Steve Pudenz as
the two-faced Senator Wi b, and

cleverly functions as o clothes closet
for the male dancers, who do a com.
plete contume change on stage,

Whlle the 1993.94 acason st the
Bi Theatre got off to a rick-

Ryan Hilliard as the Governor who
does “The Sidestep™ to every awk-
ward political question are afl ade-
quately funny but never quite plumb
the full comic potential of these rich
tolen.

cty start, all of the productions have
been strong. and it is anything but a

direction of James Hohmeyer will present the last s With the first down. trying to support the child she has
concert of its season. 8 p.m. Friday, May 20 at srum ulnguxug.und ON ﬁAéE One needn’t be a devoted country-  left behind, and Judy Fitzgerald is
Vamer Recital Hall on the campus of Oakland lively “yee-haw!" the western fan to appreciate the charm-  convincing o the naive Shy. Nancy
University. Tickets will be available at the door Birmingham The- ~The Bast Litte Whorshouse bt Texas™ ing music and lyrics of Carol Hall. Carroll elicita empathy as Doatsey -
for $11: children 12 and under $8. Call 651-4181. atre’s production of . The munical numbers range [rom the  Mae, the plain cafe waitreas everyone
Numbers to be performed are Symphony No. 8 in “The Beat Litte #Theater: Birmingtam Theatre, 21t very upbeat “Texas Has a Whore-  manages to overlook,

F. Major, Op. 93 by Beethoven: “Ancient Airy and Whorehouse in Tex- S. Woodward house in It ond “Twenty-Four Under Scott Woalley's musical di-
Dances (Suite Nu. 27 by Respighi and “Three 8s” in off and run- A Curtaia 1ime: Show continues Hours of Lovin'” to the more plain-  rection and Gardner's choreography,
Cornered Hat™ by de Falla. ning at an exuberant theough June 12 Performances 8 | tive “Girl, You're o Woman,” and  the production numbern are all nly{-
8 Detroit Chamber Winds “Nightnotes™ series BARBARA VCc- 5 pm Tuesdeys trough Satrdayr 7 | Hard Candy Christmas.” ishly accomplished. The male danc-
concludes their season 8 p.m. Friday, May 20 with MICHALS Director Worth p-m. Sundays; matiness 2 p.m. Montgomery and Davis are both e are top-notch.

an evening presenting by “In Harmany,” an out- ——————  Gardner, staging his W Sudays exd Thurs- | very personable and credible in their o) oo , e xet d
standing socal quartet st Hmmpu: World of seventh wunderful production for the day, Jwa 9. roles. Montgomery’s strong vocal . r-OuBmie !‘“”‘“"‘l" ';"Tl" M 'ﬁ"' 1:
Rups. 850 S. W Bir ham, did not make any major ATickats: Range orn $1950 8% | akills are well complimented in her "'Fl",;‘“;""l Salls o areyin ' .‘,f
Doors open 8 p.m. ,,"ﬁ,mm begins 8:30 p.m. | conceptual changes in this delightful cll 6443530 of Tcketmaster 845- | duets with Cleo King. who playa [0 S eh Wo ot o Al ¢
Admission of $12 includes performance and re- country-western munical, but he did Jewel, Mona's assistant. King is a over unto the piano, at would nor-
freshmenta. Call 362-26 enhance it with his inctive touch- knock-out in *“Twenty-Four Hours of mally have been the orchestra pit

a2,

coincidence that Gardner has direct=Z
facer

eif the three best of the year,

Barbora Michals is an mvdcmu—'

. knwn L) the Chicken Ranch. She and all the “do-gooders” pressure th: Al he ladies of th h, Vir-  phe h lart, hi -
What to watch fo 0 £t NMen; week: K 3 p e mong the ladies of the ranc ir-  playgoer wha regularly cate rlupnn_
‘“ "mjw t next week: funs a nice, clean, friendly enterprise  politiciana into closing the place ginia McMath {s touching a» Angel, all the New York prductions. -
8 What's new at the moviea. — -
M Upcoming plays and concerts in your communi- M
ty. .

537-5600
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PARTY TIME!
. 1950 Band Revival
r‘l‘l:te Rhythm Notes”
CorioM LARRY FRANKS
Sunday. May 22 - 7 P.M.
Look for our DINING COUPON
(g (o $10 in valur) in neut week's ad

11AM,
Businessmen's Lunches
ALL

NEW
FASHION
SHOW

md.l’

NOW APPEARING...LIVE
THE SHOWCASEMEN
WEDNESDAY thru SUNDAY
cocmm. HOUR 4-7 .M. DAILY

COCKTAIL HOUR
.‘m 4 P.M. - CLOSIING

NOW BOORING BANQUETS
{emall or large)

with bone in

l 095

: "Sd{ry. 1 pcr‘person
for. 2 limited time on)
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Join u y .

L'OBS‘!‘BI?.‘NIGHT :

you simplymcon ,'get ;enough of! :
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*$10.00 per‘

he Excolbur’ ’wﬁmw;fg: Corn on the chggs to of your cho!ce
co-ownenhip of the 4th Street Bakery 2
with G fow sweel dinner offers There's no umuias: the amount of food and
Savory 16 oz. Prime Rib, tli‘ ve at

u, w
JOE MUBR'SIESTAURANT
oo@mum Avenuc

. Maryland Soft Sholl Crabs
or 1ib. (16 oz.) Live Maine Lobsler

Your Choice for $16.00
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