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Mary Kiemic
Area shows lighten,
brighten:up days

Mark's bright floral paintings offer o
cheery welcamo to visitora at tho Runsell

- Kiatt Goltery, 1467 S. Woodward in Birmingham

- (el (810) 647-6855).

Original works on paper and canvas by Mark

* are featured in a rare showing to May 28. The

* artist will make a personal appearance at the

- gollery Saturday, May 21.

" The still lifes contain bald colora that have the
richness of jowela but not the coolness. It is as if
they nre extending a hand to the viower. The
still lifes often have settings in rooms, with parts
of furniture showing, further drawing the viewer
1o them. Lively patterns in fabrica and on objects
in the scenes, as well os borders around them,
add to their vibrancy.

Love of land ’
Wendell Minor is a down-to-garth dreamer.
That isn't a paradox. Minor is an award-win-
ning artist with a dcep love of the country and of
the planet. Ho wanta to pasa his love of nature,
biology and history and sense of place to young-
sters, inspiring them to experience nature first-

A round aad about the area art scone:Mary

nd.

“Most children think nature is o program on
PBS,” he said at the recent opening of his exhibit
at the Elizabeth Stone Gallery, 636 N.
Woodward in Birmingham (call (810) 647-7040).

=I'm olso leaving some kind of legacy behind.”

The showing of a collection of Minors original
art continues through June 4.

Minor spoke enthusiastially about a wide
range of nature and envirenment topics, from
colling o spider’s web an architectural miraclo to
deseribing what it must be like to view Earth
from a spaceshi ASA ioned him in
1988 to document the shuttle Discovery’s return
to flighth.

Minor's cover illustrationa are on more than
1,500 works, including the best sellers “Truman”
by David McCullough, “The Prince of Tides™ by
Pat Conroy, “Fried Green Tomatoes at the
Whistle Stop Cafe” by Fannie Flagg, “Alaska” by
James Michener and “Anything for Billy” by
Larry McMurtry.

Minor grew up in Illinois. His father was a
hunter and a fisherman who taught him the
names of trees.

[ alwaya drew pictures of birds and wild

things.

The artist studied at the Ringling School af
Art and Design in Sarasota, Fla, His jobs includ.
ed working for Hallmark cards before he got into
creating original designs for book covera about
25 years ngo.

“1 kept up my interest in painting the scenic
landseape.”

Minor's love of nature can be seen in his sensi-
tive renderings of animals, including bobeats,
foxes, bears and pign. He deplcts majestic se-
quoias, planted flelds that seem to embrace the
earth, awe-inapiring glaciers. -

“It's creation of taking things from nature and
putting them down on paper in & real sense.”

His greatest reward, ho sald, is when ha hears
from the public that they think they recognized a

" person or a place in his illustrations; thinking a

farmer ia a relative of theirs, or that they know

. where a farmland is.

Next year Harcourt Braco & Co. will publisha
26-year ref ., of Minor's cover art

X trospecti A
“Wendell Minor: Art for the Written Word,” with
- an introduction by McCullough.

'Fresh view

Like a garden right after a gentle rain, the
County Galleria in Pontisc offers a fresh variety
of crisp images, vibrant color and soft shading in
“Point of Visw,” the spring exhibition of the
Palotte and Brush Club, Many images have en-

aspects.
The display, which was juried by artist Lucille
Procter Nawara, continues through May 31 in
the Exscutive Office Building at 1200 N,

B} Telegraph {call (810) 858-0415).
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By MAIty KLEMIC
BTAFY WRITER

Out of such materials na granite,
sand and stone, Denny Moers makes
droamlike works, .

1n a combination of photegraphy
and painting, he creates poetic inter.
protations of what hia camera

records, .

“The Landscape Redefined,” a
show of Moers® photographic mono-
printa, continues through June 20 ot
the Picrce Strect Gallery, 217 Pierce
in Birmingham.

“Tha task is really onc of trans-
forming from something literal into
something suggestivo and imagina-
tive in context,” the artist sald while
visiting the gallery.

“They'ro metaphers.”

Most of the scenes in tho Pierce
Stroet exhibit aro from deserts in
Arizona and California. Onc is from
Michigan's Upper Peninsula. Except
for one featuring horses, the land-
scopes are uninhabited.

“These are unonymous places
generally.”

Mocra makes rather than tukes
photographs. Ho is concerned with
cach print us an individual work,
rather than os one of multiple im-
nges, Starting with the developed
print, ho ndds light to the darkroom,
which “foga” (shifts the tonal bal-
anco of) the prints. He then soloc-
tively paints on the fixer.

tain looks like an Oriental
scroll, Other scencs look desolate
and ragged, aa though they have

ebration

‘[fy Propottion to Landscape's This sofly

Dériny Moer is orte of hisilyrical and poetic interp

of what a camera has recorded. It is included in Moers’ one-
man show now at the Pierce Street. in Birmi

Antique shop

By MARY KLEMIC
BTAFY WRITKR

Downtown Rochester's newcst
antique shop, Antiques by Pamala
at 331 Main, ia plonning a 175th
birthday celebration in honor of
Queen Victoria (who was born May
24, 1819).

The shop's celobration will take
place Tuesday-Saturday, May 24-28.
Special muscum-quality items will
be exhibited - and some availeble for
snle - including at loast two docu-
ments and a book about her lifo
signed by Quecn Victoria, o letter
handwritten by her, a signed phote
of Prince Albert, engravings, com-

{ve pleces, a chocol X
and a pipe. Call (810) 662-0868 for
{nformation.

Victorinn objects will be eapecial-
ly popular in the yoar 2000, aaid
shop ownor Pamela Kramp{ of
Rochester Hills,

I just hope to bring in history.
I'm a teacher, ] can't help it,” said
Krampf, an clementary school learn-
ing co! for the Rochest.
Community Schools who has o full-
time teaching career of 18 years.

Queen Victoria of England, who
ruled 1837-1901, is the inapiration
for many of the items offered in the
shop, Krampf said. Featured are
jewelry, buttons, bended bags, furni-
ture, prints, mirrors, silver, ¢hina,
pottery, glasaware and period cloth.

to Antiques by Pamela can delight
in pouring over elbums that include
calling cards, advertising and other
antique paper items.

Krampf has been active in the an-
tiques field for more than 18 years,
“'wrldng with buyers do{ng :hm;:ls

hout 1oer Michi e

ing.

In her study of Queen Victaria's
tong lifo and relgn, Krampf discov-
ered that many facots of the queen's
years can be equated with life today.

Victorlan calling cards, for exame-
plo, are forerunners of todny’s mod.

orn business cards. Their
and use in proper social otiquetto of
the 19th century provide a glance
into another place in time. Visitors

received hor graduate gemology
diplomn  from the Gemology
Inatituta of Amorica in 1092, has re-

,
»

il He develops
|dreamy art

Denny Moers makes rather than takes photographs.

INSIDE!

Exhibitions, 4D
Real estate

in the darkroom, he turns photos

of landscapes into dreamlike iminges. They may look
like collages or Oriental scrolls, and stones and struc.
tures mny take on special sppearances. Moers’ exhib-
it of photographic ménoprints continues through

June 20 at the Pierce Street Gallery in Birmingham.

just been created. Skics look as
though they are on fire, or are filled
with dancing lines like crentures
seen §n o microscope. In ono work
dark strokes are near the top of the
print, suggesting they are something
descending or ascending.

Another picce has a colloge effect.
Hilleides in the scene resemble cor-
ners of o butterfly’s wings. The trees
are ghostly figurce in water, which
ripplea in o, brocade-like pattern.

Stanes tnke on life. One segment
of a desert wall is separated from
the reat, with its lower corner sliced
away os If it could topple any mo-
ment. Other stone forms resemble
coral or figures in a crowd,

A scene with a barn features o
1adder going nowhere, seemingly
hanging from the sky or rising from
the ground. Tinted strokes make the
barn look ns if it is burning. A win-
dow scene in the structure is
brighter than the rest of it, as il
showing o better place beyond.

Moers’ monoprinta came about af-
ter he did a series of architectural
photography, working with remains
of ancient cultures in Tokyo,
Yugoslavia, Morocco, Mexico and
Spain,

“'ve been an artist since J was n
teenager,” snid Mocers, who lives in
Rhode Ieland. “That’s all I've done.”

Hours are noon to & pm.
Wednecsday-Saturday and by up-
pointment, Call (810) 646-6950.

next week

Very Victorlan: Antiques by
Pamela, 331 Main in
Rochester, was inspired
by Queen Victoria of
England. The shop will
celebrate the queen’s
175th birthday by fea-
turing special items next
weck.

cently returned from a clnss on pearl
grading and plans to study ad-
vanced diamond and colored atone
grading this summer.

Hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday-Wedneaday and Friday, 10
a.m. ta 8 p.m. Thursday, 10a.m. to 5
p.m. Saturday or by appointment.

Artbeat features varfous happenings in the
suburban aris world, Send news leads to:
Creative Living, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham
48009, or fax them by calling (810} 644-1314.

At

B BACCARAT REPRESENTATIVE
Thomas Bastide, dexignor director for Baccarat,
the prestigious 230-year-old world class manu-
facturer of fins cryatal, will ba at Noiman
Mareua In the Somerwet Collection at Big
Beaver Road and Coolidge in Troy 1-3:90 p.m.
Thursday, May 19, to meot customers and per-
,-sonally sign their Baccarat purchases.

music.

# TO FRANCE - -

Christine Unwin of West Bloomfleld is conduct-
| ing o creative art workshop in Paris and south.
ern Francs June 9-21, Participants will paint
in Monet's garden when the poppies and irls
ars blcoming at their peak. Cost, not including
air, is $1,950 for artists and $1,850 for non-

aniata and gi

Festival in Kalamnzoo in nn innovative out-
reach program called “Koys to Education.”
The program takes world-clnsa concert pi-
fled piano students into about
200 southwest Michigan schoals ta teach atu-
denta in kindergarten through grade 12 about

Varani gave “illustrated concorta™ in scven
high schools,
mentod and encournged audience interaction.

M ‘HAIR' APPARINY '
Thea caat of the Detroit production of "Hair,” in-
cluding lead Kent Dalian, who is originally

h, visited loomiicld

in which he performed, com-

cently at the Gilmore International Keyboard

[Py N

Thursday. o
5 pan. Seturday to May 21 Call 610) 474-8306.

: . . artiats, For datalls, calt Unwin t 869-4736, or from Ply the B
. ION VACATION . ' write her at 6850 Brookshiro Drive, Weat Township home of Ruth Johnson recently to see
The Backdoor onEightMileln™ Bloomfleld 48322, N paintings by “Halr" co-nitthar Gerome Ragni.
Farmi: will be closed 21 to September, - - Ragni, Johnson's brothor, created a serlos of
‘when it will reopen In & new in downtown . 123 paintings and sketchea before his death of
The s current exhibit, W AY THE FESTIVAL AIDS in 1992, He was driven to paint and
in Cloth - A Celabration of the Dell,” Birmingham resident Flavio Varani, professor | sketch on anything from canvas to hospital
ues 11am. 03 pm. noonto | of piano at Oakland University, performed re- | shoets, Fow ple had aeen the sorics, titled

| the “Healing” paintings.
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