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Give 'em shelters

BY ETHEL SIMMONS
BTAF? WaITER
' Women and men who have

boen victima of domestic atuse
aro speaking out — 'ldant:l.fyhax

have moro shelters avallable
brough tate. F,

o F

Hilla lawyer Henry Baskin, whom
Gov. John Engler sppointed to
head the task force, explained
that the b to eliminatl

openly as
who have suffered from physical
attacks by their spouses or part-
ners.

COne such occasion was last
woek's open meeting with a Mich.
jgan task force panel on domestic
violence at the Oakland County
Commissioners  Auditorivm  In
Pontiac, Panel members heard
how many women and one man
have suffered, in a speaking time
limited to three minutes. Some
describod how community ser-

* vices, such as hospitals, police

and courts, had often failed to
give them the help they noeded.

Also in the crowd of about 100
were representatives of groups
that have been able to hetp, such
a3 the HAVEN, & shelter for
battered women, in Pontiac, But
that shelter {s full, director Hedy
Nurie! told the audience.

Typically, shelters are full, and
some women, who deaporately
need an immediate safo haven,
have to be tumed away,

One goal of the task force is to

domestic viclence i» to come up
with a statewide plan that all
communities will follow.

Police and courta will bave spe-
cific guidelines to direct them In
handling physical sbuse cases.
There wan't be a3 much leoway
for the individual police officer or
judge to decide just what to do
about each situation.

Somo women who addressed
the task force panel mentioned
how difficult it was for them to re-
veal themasolves as domestic vio-
lence victims. It took guts to at-
tend the meeting and talk about
WI}I! had happened to them, thoy
=

The horror atories abounded,
such as women who bed been
beaten, called tho pollca to their
homes and somchow found them-
selvea being considerod as the
cause of the problem instead of
their abusive apouses.

Even whan women had gotten a
court injunction to prevent their
pantners from seeing them, and

oven though there is now a stalk.*

ing law on tho books, some violent
men found & way around the law
to continue thelr attacks.

Tho task force hopes to make
present laws work bettor, with
specific statowide methods of en-
forcement, and to come up with
more laws as noeded to address
the {ssue directly.

Baskin and the other task force
members, lawyer Wendy Potts of
Birmingham and lawyer Jeffroy
Collins of Detroit, will give Gov.
Engler recommendations for leg-
islation involving family protec-
tion orders. Testimony from the
open meeting will be attached to
the report.

Representatives from commu-
nity services In nearby counties
also expreased thelr concerna at
the open meeting. A police officer
told how the law used to be —
that a man could not be arrested,
unless he was actually seen doing
thoe beating. Then, the law
changed so that if thers was a
brulse, he could be arrested, but it
wes difficult for the officer to
prove the cause, in court,

Among the most heart-rending
stories the panel heard was from

Hills lawyer heads up task force

the mother and alster of - a
batterod woman, who was eventu-
ally killed by her partnor. Every-
where they had tumed, they sald,
lh&&llnd to got the help they

n

Abusive spouses and battered
wives are found in all walks of
life. One woman daclared thero's &
false perception that oaly “bim-
boa" aro attacked. A cliy council-
woman from the Detrolt area told
how she had been & battored wifo
for many . A woman from an
affluent and County suburb
sald she had boen beaten by her
husband, an attorney.

Baskin's task force wanta to
stop domestic violence, not only
because of the injury it nflicts on
the victim, but becsusa It also
harma the victim's family and
oven the community at largo.

Many who spoke talked about
how their children also had been
physlcally abused. Sadly, some of
these victims grow up to become
abusers themselves, repeating a
pattern of behavior they learned
at home.
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k., Nowsaveup $0*175 on a cellular phone
« and get Detroit’s clearest

Here are 175 new reasons to go

with Ameritech cellular.

reception.

The resaons for going with Al

keep adding up. Sign up now o get up to §17500 8

reason? Ameritech
provides the best ealling quality in Detroll
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you can choose & bonus of up to 2,500 minutes.
Phs, i you sign up loday, youT be eligible for free
membership to Ameritech Cellulxr Rewards™ -

. Lhe only program to offer
free sirtime, traved and
merchandiae just for uaing your cellulzr phooe.
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Sinsl Offers Two Unlque Classes
For Familles On The Got

Sate Sitter Program
Juno 18 & 25 and
July 25 & 26 4 Riggo Road

Coat: $30 {near 10 Mile & Woodward)

Busy familties today neod dopendable, well informed baby sittors
This gspocial two-day courso is tor young pooplo botween tho
ages of 11 and 13 who want to learn how to bacomo betior baby
sittars. Participants laarn how to doal with medical emergencias,
ptan fun aclivites and run a bucinoss.

Plaasant Ridge
Recreation Canter

Lamaze Weokend Escs Locatlan to be announced
August, Octobor and Decembor Cost: $160
1 you're having trouble lifting a sevon-waok Ltamaza clags into
your bugy schedule, our Waokand Egcape 1s just tor you! This
fast paced clasa, which (s hold at an area hotol, covors the samo
maotenials olferod N 1he seven-wook courso. Alter class, rotax
poolside and enjoy some quiot 1imo botoro your baby arrives.
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