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How about those
Harrison Hawks?
Now they’re No. 1

¢ was a moment Harrison High School softball
players had waited & Jong time to seo happen in
more ways than one.

In the short term, the dozen gitls on the 1994

team had convinced coach Mike Teachman they
\jshould carve thelr nickname into the halr around
s

That was in the cvent Harrison defeatod Walled
Lake Central and won the Western Lakes Activi-
ties Association championship.

The Hawks did (7-0), which weo'll ssy more

div 1

about later, and Teach sat

Wednesdsy aRemnoon while his players dld their

i .\hundywark afterward.

%> “All of us hung our razors on the fence before

* the game to help get us pumped up,” Harrison
junior Stephanie Schwalm sald.

To be sure, the Blc razors propped between the
[;ndn‘ like tiny softball bats were an ominous
sign.

So how doea ‘Teachman’s hals read now? It saya
DAWGS, and he more than anybody is responsi-
ble for that.

d by the grit, di ination and per-
severance of his players thls year, he sought o
ick that would ént their collective at-

* titude in competition. He settled on junkyard

ogs.

“They're willing to get dirty,” Teachman sald.
“They fight back when they're backed up againat
the fence, and junkyard dogs have great loyalty to
each other.

s “It was in the Troy gnme (for the championahip
<ot the Farmington tournament). They had alresdy
layed throo games, but they were bright-eyed and
by-tailed and ready to play. I said to mysell
*We have some junkyard dogs here.’ ™

Hawks do aboutface

In the big picture, winning the WLAA champi-
onship was something the longsuffering Hawks
had waited years to achieve.

.In fact, not 30 long ago, few peoplo would have

. ever thought they would use the words Harrison,
’ softball and champiens in the same sentence.
“That kind of background is what has made the
. *94 Hawks such an incredible stary,
. Harrison is having its most successful season In
- history, compiling a 21-4 record to go with its
© Western Division and league titles. Just a year
. ago, the Hawks were winless (0-10) In the division,
N woc:.t;riy two of 16 league games and were 6-17
. overall.

. “But there's something hidden in there,”
' Teschman sald. “All these juniors and sopho-
' mores were sophomores and freshmen then. We
" hsd 10 sophomores and freshmen who learned
- how to play.
. “Another group probably wouldn't be able to
. handle that, but this is such  good group. It was a
process of Jearning the game last year and the first
- few weeks of this year, and they found out they're
a little better than they thought they were.
“Individually, they can’t fes] that way, but with
. team defcnse, timely bits and the willingness to
- sacrifice up and down the lineup we'rs in real
- shape.”
.. Teachman ls the firat to say having talent helpa
: " and makes a coach look good.
- The Hawks have an outstanding pitcher in Jun-
" jor Erin LaCosse, whose rapid development at
'~ that position in the last year is another Interesting
: success story, and Harrison has a good fielder at
. every position. Whereas, pitching and defense
- were Jisbilities in the past, they are now asscta,
Seniors Amands Ault and Becky Mscek, junlors
. Jenny Myslinskd, Amy Geary, Lori Hubble, Kelly
" LaCosse, Kathy Schnelder and Jodle Basringer
* and sophomores Holly Foster ead Kristen Koziara
. complete the roster and are solid high school play-
* ers from what I've seen in big pames this year.
*“I like to thiok [t's genealogy and demograph-
> jes,” Teachman “Parents had some good
: kids, and they all live in the same erea.”

‘eachman persevered, too

He hasn't forgotten the players who & with
: the through the lean years, however.
. Teachman didn't give up either, though the pro-
N had just one other winning season since he

[ 1 ot d.

EN* “I hsd doubte whether T was doing the right
wa but their sttitudes and smiling faces told

: t“jﬂ;h'nhml"mlhwld ba fun; it keeps you

- " young, being s (R

- Harsheon's ‘turmaround

Homie run happiness: _Harrison players are all smiles after Stephanie Schwalm (third from left)
WLAA championship game. The other players are Becky Macek (from left), Jenny Myslinski,

Amanda Ault, Jodie Barringer and Erin LaCosse.

Hawks fly 94 softball pennant

By DA O'MEARA
BTATF WRITZR

Stephanic Schwalm wondered to
herself an ahe raced sround the bases
Wednesday il she had the energy to
coroplete the circuit in time.

The junior sutfielder made it homo

safely for & three-run homer that’

sparked Farmington Hills Hamison
1o its first Western Lakes Activities
Axsociation softbalf b 4 orahi

] got to third and I didn’t think 1
could make it home; I was so tired,”
sald Schwalm afer the Hawka

Falcons clipped in ‘A’ distriet.

By BRAD EMONS
BTATY WarTER

Livonta Churchill took care of buni-
ness in Saturday’s Class A district
gitls soccer final with a workmanllke
5-0 1ﬂ:lmvh aver visiting Flrmlnno'?.

p arfe  Sp.
scored threa times, while Andrea Will
and Lizz Stkrybalo added goals for
the victorious Chargers {14.3:2 aver-
all).

After years of struggling not just to win but to be
competitive, the Harrison High softball team is
at last enjoying the good side of sports, having
earned its first Western Lakes Actlvities Associ-
ation title last week with a 7-0 win.

t;l;n'ked visiting Walled Lako Central

“I was hoping it wouldn't be a close
play, because I didn’t think 1 was
running very-fast—F didn't think it
would,be a homo run; L thought it
would probably be a doubla.” 5

‘The Hawks {21.4) put the finishing
touches on an amazing comeback af-
ter finishing last in the Wéalern Divi-
sion a year ago. It was their firat title
aince winning the Western Six Con-
ference champlonship in 1979,

Harrison

goal, but we felt very good at half-
time," said Farmington coach Bob
Nefl, whose team lost to the Chargera
8.3 in the last meeting. 1 think we
started tiring in the second hall. They
have a lot of speed and they're a good
team. 1 thought for three-quarters of

the game we played with them.
Churchill, which captured its fitth
district title since 1987 under coach
Mick O'Shes, now gets a rematch with
is Pl h Canton, The two

Margaret Wirth, Janeas
Lori Leszcxynski, Michelle Zawislak
and Kerri Vernrdl each drew assists
for the Chargers, who led 2-0 at half-

time.
“Churchill had one really good

toams will mest again at 8 p.m. Tues.
day In the rogional semifinals at
Walled Lake Central,

Cantaon, the Western Lakes Activi-
ties Aasociation co-champ along with

Gordon, Burcar pace
North in WLAA track

BYBRAD EMONS
BTAYY WAITIR

1t was @ re-run of the Class A re.
glonal girls track meet but with a lit-
tle more drama.

QOnce sgain Plymouth Canton
brought hore a title with neighbor
Plymouth Salem right behind during
the Wostarn Lakes Activities Ansaci.
atlon moet "Wednesdsy wt; Livonla
ChurehiIl; 75 0 v iy y ©

Canton "unsested ‘Salem as "two-
tims defending WLAA champ with a
team-high 129 points. Salem, runner-
up behind Canton at the regional

ay 20 st Redford Union: 11873,
Inched closer this time with103
polnta.

North Farmington ‘and Lh'r-i‘mh

zmwudﬁ;hhhold third and l‘tlmn.h
and 73 polnts, respectively.

Canlon coach P 4 k|

George
was slated with the mnlm

“When somebody s down there
wan always somebody else to pick us
up,” Preygodaki said. “We knew Sa-
lem would be coming afer us and
they didn't hold anything back be-
cause they're a fine, fine team.”
Praygodski calla this 1094 toam
*the beat in schoo) history,” and who

added a fifth (48.37).

The Chiefs acored 21 mora [n the
8,200 run as wenlor Lapa, tsch
ontdyeled seaton-ldng netn Brid-
ot MacKirmoly of Stevynson for first
K}-u °(11:30.48). Canton’s Laura

cWilliams (12:07.89) and Becky
Wolfrom (12:13.18) wers third and
fourth

Boroditagh also won the 1,600 run

also - received exullent‘.\
pitching again from junlor Erin La- .’

Cosse, who threw a one-hitter and
stuck out nine.

Sho pitched a no-hitter through six
innings but gave up a leadoff ringlo to
Angic Merino in the seventh. Harri-
son second baseman Jodie Barringer
promptly turned a double play before
LaCosse retired the side with a
groundout.

“We saw who the best pitcher in
the leegue is,” Harrison coach Mike
TeatXmon said. “She came up big,
all the big'games, and the fact we
played defense efter cight errors
ageinat Northville (Monday) belped.

Central had only two other
baserunners, beth in tha third when
LaCosse walked consecutive batters
with one out. The threat ended witha
strikeout And tapper back to La-
Cosse, - *

“Erin, with the exception of one

Livonia Stevenson, won the last out-
ing against Churchill, 1-0, on a goal
which was belleved to have been
scored after timo had expired.

“We're looking forward to it be-
cause Canton has knocked us qut the
tast two ycars running,” 0'Shea sald.
“aAnd we're out to avenge our earller
loss.”

O'Shea kept standout midficlder
Aimea Cousino on the beach against
Farmington. She has a alight ham-
string  pull. Ironically, Cousino
missed half of the Canton game with
the same injury.

“She hurt it in our Stevenson game
and we didn't want to chance it,”

ﬁnal,

SIARON LEMIZUX/BTAFP PHOTOCRAPHER

hit a three-run homer in the
Kristen Koziara, Holly Foster,”

moment, was in complete control,”
Teachman ssld. *“Therc's just no
doubt she’s No. 1 in our league, and
you have to remember aha's only been
pitching on the varaity level for a year
and a half.” .

For the Vikings (17-11), it was an-
other championship game that ended
in disappointment. Central won the
1990 title and haa been the runner-up
four straight years,

"1 told the girls, ‘There are 12

“steams in-our.league, and it'a’fust an

onor for you to be here,” Central
‘coach Gordon Glennie said. “Ten
other teams fren't playing for the
champlonship, ..,

“It's nico to win it all, but we ac-
complished a lot to get here. They
could have folded, being down 7-0.

Boe HAWKS, 2C

5-0

0'Shea said. *She should be all right.
It's just a slight pain, We should be
able to adjust because we've played
6'4 gamen without her.”

Farmington, meanwhile, bows out
with 5-6-2 record. Four xeniors —
Maggie Frump, Amanda Lachmann,
Eunia Lee, Laura Mc'¥illiam — will
be lost to graduation.

“We're happy to get to this spot,” -
Neff sald. ** We're disappointed, but -
wo're hopeful we lost to the future:
stats champs. i :

“l think the Canton-Churchill -
game will end up like the Stevenson .
gamo, It will bo a real close contest.” !

e W b b ha o | ARl AR, 1SR loMacimmoms L .

: m through girls sports in- |°: goglg this season, winning the West- “Lana wantad to go out with & bang Adal.. N

: eapecially . . " wrn - Divial dusl mest, crown, the .and she did.” Praygodeki sald, “8! T N - At ;

L @ Beo OCMEARA, C - IMMMM (in adual va. Sa- wﬂmﬂ_____ ‘WLAA champlon: North Farmington junior Alisha Gordon was

g . -lem), thorogional and the WLAA, . T - ,soom‘!:l.l.w;,‘ndaublawmnerm the shot put (left) and distus.oy ;.
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