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Newsflash: A
class will be of.
fered to all high
schoal seniors,
beginning this
fall. The subject
of study: league
playoff formats.

The class ob-
jective: decipher-
ing said formats.

OR, the idea
for such a class
is mine alone.
But it wouldn't
be s0 bad. It would teach kids
that, first and (oremost, nothing
is written in stone.

Evenything can change, and it
likely will.

If you believe such a class
would be a cake of a course de.
signed to boust athletes' grade-
point averages, thizk again. Ein-
stein would have been hard-put
trying to explain the Western
Lakes Activities Association's
baseball playvff format (that is, if

Not

Cake course?

he could have understood it him-
self). .
As 1 approached Plymouth Sa-
e coach John Gravlin prior to
the start of Wednesday's WLAA
championship, he could only nod
and say, “Well, three different

had three diffe

Narm Hoenes thought hls team
would be playing for the title after
the Rocketa ripped Salem,

Why? Because the two teams
hed the same Lakes Division
record, and Hoenea thought the
liet:ruk:r still in use was the sec-

pairings for today's game.”
me — all right already, it was
us — had Salem playing Canton,
Others had the Rocks meeting
Livonia Franklin. And some even
had it right: Satem vs. Northville.
That's what when

s inner-goes (when two
teams finish with the same divi
sion recond, the team that won the
second meeting places higher).

But that was voted out at the
last league coaches’ meeting. It
was replaced EJy the uam‘lwlth-

the-bettee-conf

more than one team shares the
same record. Coaches go looking
for ways to break the ties amica-
bly, with little 10ss of blood.

The harder they look, the more
they search, the more the confu.
sion mounts.

Put it this way: Although Sa-
jem lost just one game in the
WLAA all season, there was some
dispute whether the Rocks should
be in the championship game. In-
deed, Westland John Glenn coach

ren: &
formula. Glenn lost three times in
the WLAA; Salem lost just once.

Got that? If you do, call me and
explain it.

Better yet, I know quite a few
cvaches who would appreciate an
explanation. From everything 1
heard, all iast weekend the Can-
tan players were under the mis-
taken impression that they would
be going against Salem for the
WLAA title.

And none of the Northville
players thought they would be

m
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there, to Chuck Apligi-
an — who happened to pitch for
the Mustangs in the champion-
ship against Salem.

Now here's fair wamning: If you
thought the Salem-Glenn tie-
breaking format was a bit difficule
to comprehend, stop now.

Go back.

Read no further.

Because in the Western Divi-
sion, it wasn't two teams tied for
first — it was three. Northville,
Canton, Franklin. They split in
head-to-head competition, the
firat tiebreaker.

After that . . . well, suffice to
say Canton and Franklin lost out
to Northville because the Mus-
tangs did better agninst the better
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if it involves WLAA playoff format

teams in tho league.

Or somethlng lika that.

Now, 1 could be haullng out my
noapboxl to scream for some wr& of

policy g g
all league playoffs. I could be de-
manding a formula that — well,
asking for something any college
graduate (not just those with
masters degrees) could under.
stand would be too much — the
conchies, at the very least, can fig-
ure out.

Aler all, the WLAA softball
coaches never knew thelr races
were being determined by the
same new Webreaking formula
adepted by the baseball teams.
More than a few were upset with
the various WLAA athletic direc-
tors who made thoss afterstions
without consulting any softball
coaches.

But no scapbox. No table-
thumping.

I told myself 1'd look for some-
thing positive, Which Is why I'm
where | am — proposing s puzzle
of o class for high school kids (1
suggest it be limited to seniors
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only, by the way; is nec-
essary to handle such frustration,
and besides, there's no reason to
currupt out youth).

Studying playoff formats would
help students understand the
complexities of the world, where
rules are plentiful end urder-
standing isn't. Figuring out the
furmata would only be part of the
class, of course; making them un-
derstandable to others would be
an advanced class goal.

And any student who could do
bath of the above, and then make
it acceptable to the majority of
WLAA coaches, would certainly
Retan A,

As one last argument in favor of
such a clans, [ offer this: Did you
realize that in the WLAA, divi-
sion results mean everything in
baseball and softball and soccer
and fuotball, but nothing in bas-
ketball or swimming or golf?

And tennis is kind of a combi-
nation deal.
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WEe hope youve heard

The only thjng as
easant as buying a
leasing one.

is

CABINETS
Bertch « Homecrest » Starmark « Encore
and many more!

Bathtubs « Kiichen Sinks « Faucets
WINDOWS

Andersen » Hurd * Marvin
Peachtree - Vinyl

DOORS

Oak Pre-Hungs * 8irch Pre-Hungs

Exterior Steel Doors .-

T LOADS OF LUMBER

... .. Codar Decking » Treated Decking

Construction Grade Lumber » Ptywoods

Masonite Siding and other lumber items!
Carpot and Tile Remnants avaliableat - -
the N.A. Mans Canton Floor Center!

UNCLAIMED SPECIAL
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wiil be availoble. .

MONRO!
N Monroe Sc.,
31324180
NEW BOSTON
Sihey P.oad, New Boston, M
3137539366 OR 3£2-941.2131

!ﬁ-m‘l’~ 2]
3300 W. ‘renton,
13-475-2000

how unstressful we try to
make it for you when you
visit a Saturn showroom,
(Because who needs more
stress, right?) Anyway, we
take the same approach to
leasing as we do to every-
thing else. So if leasing a
Saturn is better for you
than buying one (and we
’a can help you figure
L& that out), then great.
The only important thing

[20/..,.,.. 1,000/ 0en 36 |

lowms purymemie based m P7M Swtern W1 4 gpwed. A
BILYIT Pt e o boawt [wywwat of 10143 Nas
] securwr i dwe pucrment N

St
o

ot 417 40 X e ot owss s ol
A otdanfrdurdy sty -
1238

ot lomor

(175 uert 1,000f0en 3Gl |

Semartl ouww Lod 1794 Atrorn A Sndan, 1
e F1 070 How tami's e 7

o Termesy et onid s peramem of 12170
for @ i of 11.4°4V) s o0 Irawt et b,
‘Sanrn, fuvmar fov sd pnrmewwcs { Nt gty et of bovey eved
S pamiw h“lni‘ “ra

The Satarn S¥1

[20/...,.,. 1,000/oos 36/....ﬂ

. . Semartl - ¢ et o 1954 Swrwen S Wagra, §
is to find out how pleasant | ZEFAET IERirE YA
' ool d Al sl ooyl Soplin
driving a Saturn can be. | R _
Zm*._rmn—-nn-mm-f;unlpvz.n—-v ——
SATURN f ANN ARBOR  SATURN of FARMINGTON HILLS SATURN of NORTH
500 Automall Drive 24730 Haggerty Road 8400 Dixie Hwy. a1 1-75, exit 93
313-769-3991 3134737220 JIJzW
SATURN of PLYMOUTH SATURN of SOUTHFIELD SATURN of SOUTHGATE
9301 Massey Dr., 1275 & 29929 Telegraph Road 16600 Fors Street
Ann Arbor Rd. 313.769-3991 313-354-600¢ 313-246-3300
SATURN of TROY

SATURN qf WARREN
1804 Maplelawn, Troy Motor Mall 7830 Convention Blvd., 13Y1 & Van Dyke
313-643-4350 313.979-2000

¢ A Diprznant Kinp of Cosrany, A DIPFIRINT KIND Of CAR, Ol Comon
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