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1 POINTS OF VIEW
£
‘Report: A lot of d: signifyi ?
‘Report: of sound and signifying. . .7
¢l
i g . either fish nor flesh. . " My colleagues and I did some hunt- Ttract tages of students who - '
¢ 1 That's t&a best way to de- ing. The Ann Arbor public library had xlat‘l.a;.'h::mdl:n ore officato the znwlh '-‘:,0 :vwnndwn'tv:y!:g: “
B! scribe the “Michigan School Re- | a paper copy. The Civic Center Library The chamber was ready to release On reading for Information,
! port" unveiled last woek by G‘?V.John in Livonla, ono of the state's 10 biggest the stuff June 3, but Engler’s staff r:d % "uxd 62 oven Muu
fagle Ho doscrlbes L as an“oficial” | ctlen ids’t havo it at el An LOC - wantod the govemor to canvell” It in | 1ot oo sooes, Beie
fook at test aeox::ﬁ graduation rates, brarian was kind enough to check In- the Olds Plaza Bullding where he u:'nh .'[mu.;x The umﬁ:.
dropolt rates, stafl-studert rationand | ternet twice, and it took until Monday hangs his hat. His signaturcisona :“M:l:dmmm North Central Ass
pay lavels. (six days after relcase) untii the five-paragraph [ntroduction, Hence my by the No "
Tt isn't official. And finding your clation.

xchoo)'s results can be a horrendous

*‘Michigan Schoo! Report” was avail-
able.

conclusion that the report is “neither
fish nor flesh,” in the words of Shake-

The district apent $5,900 per pupil,

i taekt My call to the governor's news office peare and other poeta. und average teacher salary was nearl;
. You would think a report evaluating | was referrod to a functionary who said Tim RICHARD : ® Joe l:?nchhu:kez would have a diffi- “l.OOO.n“ = v
" * sehiools ml'cl be svallable at your lo- copies were being mnailed to newapa- . cult time accessing tho data, as the The
. eal principal’s offlee, right? Or maybe | pers. F askod If my papors were gotting At that paint, the Englor functionary | computercrats say. m‘f"' meant little until [
13t the Intermodiste school district off- | one. To make a long story short, sho turned defensive and reforred all fur- 'Well, how good 18 this report that's | copent | [‘d "a“e:“h the Detroi¢ high
| 1loe, eh? Or maybe it would be distrib- said that In Oakland County (wherowe | ther inquities to Jim Sandy at the neither fish nor flesh? sc WE "ﬁ”m‘?&ck ll‘l" th::tl:mo-
*} " utod to the news media? have nine newspapers) a copy went to Aichigan Chamber of C 1 looked up the suburban high school :::e Og"l oy d1 m;& 50, 1”:;;
Hardly, Englor's news rolease said the Oakland Press ~ our competitor. A Sandy tumed out to be more cooper- | nearest my homo and learned ita en- ? 31.9; .dan 159 17
(thodata “soon” will be svailsbloat | fatlot of good that does us, The Liv- | ative. It scems the “Michigen School | rollment for tho last throeyearshas | o 313, sclence, 159, 122 and 175, It
i ' chamnbers of commerce, public librar- ingston County copy was supposed to Report" was the work of Michigan hovered near the 1,900 mark. Tenth i of
" fes; America QOnLins (a computer sor- go to the Livingston County Press, one | Busi Leaders for Ed fonal Ex- | grade math MEAP scores wero 30.7, tion.
' yice) and Internat (another computer of our papers; inatead it was handed cellence, “a loose-kait coalition of 32.2 and 38.4, low numbers but an up- ‘The unveiling that began with a
service). over to a competitor. business organizations. We've worked | ward trend. I gather these are the per- | bang ended with a shrug.

LETTERS

‘A bad law’

¢ techniques, attompting to reach more | boen worth what it has cost the district Each day the kids have brought us dollars saved by H.B. 6128 to funnel

o . students every day, every woek, every to pay me. some token of their appreciation, and back into education really perplexed

l; . othe Farmington Board of Edu- | year. .. and then1 ml!‘[h'- 'l.nyulf up You have told mae that you're looking | that has reminded us again of the rea- me. I und d that “‘cost contal

b catlon: short as [ realized that “my” board of | forward to my replacemont with new, aon we haven't lost heart entirely. ment” was one impetus to the stealthy

; ] 1've been a teacher here in the has 1alaw | cheaper teachers. You've told me that Linda Arndt, English Department, | and clandestine passage of H.B. 6128.
Fatmington district for nearly 29 years, which will make teaching the least at- | I've received too much — evidently Farmlngton High School Yet, only days afterward, you and
but apparently 1'm still quite naive tractive career in Michigan. much more than I've given to the thou- your leginlative collengues voted your-
about some things, w;, undh,nu,,d that t&em is an eco- ;ndn of students I've taught through ?lvde: moll;o than $9,000 in additional

The “thing’* to which I'm alludingis | nomicup eaval across the country, © years. unds each to communicate with your

your nppms of the now law in Michi- | and we know that peoplewithother ~ |*  I've beon satisfied to contemplate re- ‘Shame on you’ conatituents.

gan which was passed just recently and

joba work hard, too, but what is this

tirement within the next fow years for

Apparently, cost cutting is accept-

¢ which makes teachers the group of teacher-bashing all about? my own sake and to make way for ;{xcn w.rliun&? m:spons«sl u; Sl-;wM abtnl wllum olduuﬁng g'loung!l!ﬁn but
: tkors in the atats with the least con- ounger teachors. . p. Jan Dolan’s article in the May | not in legislators’ public relations
oo Why aro we always judged by our yones 9 edition of the Observer, “Who budgets. Perhaps, Ms. Dolan, you and

trol over their own fatea.

[ say that I'm apparently naive be-
caso | have sincersly been undor the
lmpresaion that you, along with moat
of our community, have unders!
how hard most of us teachers work hero
in Farmington and what a great deal of
effort we put into trying to improve
osursclves, our courses, and our under-
standing of what modern students
neéd from their high school education.

{ waa just reading Farmington prin-

lowest common denominator?

We hata secing bad teachers, too, For
most teachers the students we teach
are among the most important aspects
of our Jives, nnd_'wn often spend our va-

In fact, all of the “more mature”
staff have been becoming acquainted
with some of thoss younger teachers
who teach with us now and whose en-

husiaam and dedication are ung

FYNRY

cations, wesk or going to
school or to seminars, correcting pa-
pors, or making lesson plans,

‘The hours we spend in the classroom
in front of largo groups of kids who fre-
quently would rather be elscwhere are
just the beginning. ;

n

They are thinking of moving to an-
other occupation.

They are wondering how their board
of education has calculated their worth
snd why that worth doesn't include the
value of the input that their intelli-

wins with teacher strike bill? — every-
one.”
Shame on you, Ms. Dolan, for pre-

your fellow members need to practice

the other half of communieating with

voters — try listening to them.
Linten f

senting only a portion of the
of House Bill 5128. You cited a number
of topics in which teachers have re.
tained limited bargaining rights. How-
ever, there was a deliberate effort to
minlead the public by your omission of
a critical component of H.B. 5128,
After negotiating and mediating,
H.B. 5128 gives school boards the right

no taxp: mon-
ey. It only demands setting aside polit-
ical and personal conaiderations to
hear what the electorate is saying.

Rest assured that you and the atate
legislature have given Michigan young-
sters & dubious legacy. They can soon
look forward to being taught by medio-
cre graduates. Bright, ambitious A and
B l&udenu will “"ik moro rewarding

cipaldim Myers'lelter to tho parents 1 have a faizly docont 3 gence and education would supply in to implement their last best offer. This

of puy students in the “Booster Bulle- | Farmington. I don't think I (latter and flectively nullifies the “bargaini - not so di-
tin" in which he describes our efforta myself when | say that I'm a good alms of their employment. righta of teachers. School boards now | rectly impacted by whims and vendet-
in the ongoing North Central self-im- teacher. Fve been, T hope, getting pro- 1 am wondering what my years in have a free hand to “wait out” the taa of public officeholders.

provement project.

1 was reflecting on how many of us
have been going Lo conferences, leamn-
ing from each other, trying innovative

Religious right’s concerns

gressively better aa the years have gone
on.
Now, in one gesture, you have told

me that those 29 years of effort haven’t

Farmington have meant in view of tho
scomn with which I and others like me
are obviously regarded. It's a good
thing that this is Teacher Wecek.,

negotiation process and then give their
“final best offer” which by law requires

compliance.
Your mention of using “posaible™

Ms, Dolan, $9,000 is not nearly
enough to buy the five votes in my
houschold.

Annmarie Decring, Farmlngton

must be addressed head-on

‘have been struck in secent times by the in-
‘creasingly apocalyptic cast to our political
life.

1t surfaced, of course, with Pat Buchanan's

i remarkable speech ot the 1092 Republlcan Na-

) tional C jon: “There Is a religious war
going on in this country for the soul of Amorica.
It { a cultural war aa critical to the kind of
nation we shall bo as the Cold War itself, for the
war is for the soul of America.”

Earlier this month, backed by *“the religious
right,” Oliver North won the Republican nomi-
nation for U.S. Senate in Virginia. His accept-
ance speech included this line, directed at Prea-
ident and Mrs. Clinton: ““This i our govern-
ment, you stole it, and wo are going lo take it

SALE

Take an Aopitional 20% OFF
HesLor’s EVERYDAY Low PRICES
ON Most DINNERWARE, FLATWARE,
STEMWARE, AND GIFTWARE.

_FOUR Dav

arc coming from:

M The first ed, for Estec Lauder sun block, fea-
tured a topless lady walking on the beach, car-
back. rying a baby. A fow pages farther on, an ad fora

Victoria's Socrot bra asserts, “Some curvea you
just don't get from working out.” Certainly sex
solls, but I wonder whether our commercial cul-
ture has mads sox more a sport and less a pas-
sionate caring of committed people for each
other.

8 The maln foature is on Michaol Milken, &
convicted folon whose junk bond manipulations
probably did more to undermine the

of American business than any single individu.
al in history. Now released from prison and sick
with prostate cancer, Milken has started a foun-
dation to find a cure, Why, I wondered, are wo
now obliged to learn how wonderful rich, white-
collar criminals are ance released from priszon?
@ Noxt, a terrifying pioce on the tribal slaughter
inR d, leto with particularly grue.
somso pictures.

8 Then camo a shortor articls on people who,
evidently bored with mere hallucinogons, get
thelr kicks by inhaling the dried venom of the
Colorado River toad. I could only wonder what
my 12-yoar-old son would do if he got his hands
on that,

L.ast week a group, called “Christian conserv-
atives” by the media, took over the Ropublican
Party in Texas. The chair of the platform com-
tnittes won & standing ovation by asscrting that
the party platform is *'still pro-1ife, it ia still
pro-family, and unlike the Democrats’, it re-
ftorates our belief in traditional Judeo-Chris-
tian values.”
This thetoric Is powerful stuff. It uses words
anweapons, not to describe reality. And it is
being launched by people who fully intand to
chinge history, not morely adjust it
And there's nodoubt that traditional Repub-
licans are concormed that the Influx of true be-
tievers into the GOP will drive away the moder-
ats centar, just at a timo when Democrat Clin-
toh looks increasingly vulnerable. That's why
former Gov. Bill Milliken criticized the increas-
" ingly intolerant quality to our politica last
month and why his remarks are still rattling the
cages of Republican conservatives like Oakland
County E tive L. Brooks P

Btil), peapte don't got an motlvated and angry
axthis for no reason. Even though I don’t agres
with many of their concluslons, I think we
should calibrate and try to undarstand what
liés at the heart of thu single most passionate
fobce now driving our political system.

Mon than three-quarters of peaple potled re-

Heslop's‘bdngs you the
largest selection of In-stock
merchandise In Michlgan:
Choose from famous names

" like Atlantls, Block, Dansk,
Fitz & Floyd, Gorham, Lenox,
"Mikasa, Noritake, Oneida,
Reed & Barton, Royal Doulton,
Royal Worcester, Spode,
Towle, and Wedgwood. *

. *Gala Is pet n addition to any other sale
o merchandios.

oo INTRODUCE THE BRIDE-TO~EE TO HESLOP'S BRIDAL REGISTRY
after all this musing: There is — — - THE BRIDAL REGISTRY OF CHOICE

My
somothing out there, strong enough and alarm- . -
Ing enough ta cause a signifioant fraction of our Orchand M'fé:&“mm"gg“mngm 7973080 .
peoplo to invite political apocalypse. And before
wa [n the modla lurch to trivalize them by Jabel-
ing them “the religious right," we'd bost look

Metro Detrolt:
The Helghts, Dearborn Helghts * (313} 274-8200
Eastiake Commons, Steriing Helghta « (810) 247.3111
{On comer of Hall Road and
Matri-Five Plaza, Livonla ¢ (313) 5221850

Hayes Road) Colonnade, Ann Arbor » [313) 761-1002
T

(On Eisenhower Pkwy., west of Briarwood Mall)

::% o wm:dtl‘:a: l_{nlud States s in mor- o hoaly at what In making them 30 Upsat, . Macomb Mall, l;".ouvllk * {810) 2.9(1&-?&631”.0‘23 Crossroads u:g nhmm’-l #;ozllmgm
' § waa reflectingon this as I flipped through Phil Power is chairman of the company that Nov Town Centar, Novl ¢ (810} 349-8090 Menidish M.u«‘l-lﬂln:. -‘mnzuﬂm‘a ‘
tbe pagos of The New York Times Magazine owns this newspaper. You can lcave him a mes- Oakland Mall, Troy * (310) 589-1433 Woodland Mall, Grand Raplds ¢ (616} 957-2143

sage from a Touch-Tons phone at (313) 953~
2047, mailbox 1880,
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‘last weskand. What I saw (and how It made me
J fool) give some glimpae into where these people
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