The Observer/ THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 1994

A!I!,nn Gordon:

g.!,‘m". Plazi:

Courtney Brown:

BY STEVE KOWALSKI

ArY WeITSK

Youthful best dofines the 1994
All-Observer girln track teain.

Elght of the 12 members In the
individual events are undercl
men, incliding all four field-event
hunorees,

Still, it's hard to overlock the
effurts of four senlors — Plym.
outh Canton’s Ndu Okwurnabua
and Lana Boruditsch, Livonia
Stevenson's Bridget MacKinnon
and Plymouth Sslem's Sarah
Makina — who provided Ob.
serverland with somo b

John Glenn

Collesn Legondak:
Stevenson

ALL-AREA’ GIRLS TRACK

194 ALL-OBERVER
QIRLE TRACK TEAM

+ FIELD EVENTS

Bhot putz |. Abaha Gardon, North Farmrung.
ton; 2. Rerwe Aroeno, Farington Ha Merty;
3, Manc Berg, Farmington lias Hamson,

Discee: |. Devonis Pnzt, North Ferrng.
10n; 2, Rechel Ciark, Lvonis Stevenson; 3.
(o) Tensa Copprus, Farmington Hts Mercy;

tipiea and distances in recent
years.

Canton sgsin had the best
teant, winning the Class A reglon-
al’ champlonshlp before facing
some rugged competition in the
state meet.

Iv's time to reflect on all of the
accomplishments for ‘94:

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS

Alisha Gordon, shot put, N. Farm-

Ington: The junlor already holds school
records in the shot put and 100 meter
hundles. She threw the shot JTfeet, 2
d ran the hurdles in a ticw of
16.3 secomuds.
She was shot put and discun champl.
on in the Weatern Lakes Activitie As-
soclation meet and also won both events
at the Parmington public schools moet
She placed seventh in the shot put at
the stata Class A meet, sscond in the
shot snd third In the discus at the re-
yiunal,

Gonlon sles was fourth in the shot
put and discus st the Oakland County

eel

“Alisha is & cumpetitor; she has con-
aistently risen (o the level of competl-
tion," cuach Bill Planell said. “Aliaba
lsas bad & real positive sttitude all sea-
son and has worked bard on ber shot
and discus technique.”

Dovonlo Plnzl, discus, N. Farmisg-
ton: Pinsl's personal best throw in the
discun wan 112.3, which was second in
Otnerverland behind her Leammmate Gor-
don. Only & suphomore, ahe placed sec-
and in the discus at the WLAA and re-
dona) meeta snd was 11th plsce at the
Agtemeet.

+ LDevonis han conalstently improsed
thiudighout the season,” Plonell sxid.
“She has excellent tachnlque and is &
vedy.-coschable sthlete, hand working

£ drdicated.”
3 ey brown, bong jump, W
1948 Johka Glenn: Drown, & junior,
repest sslection to Lhe first leam. She
- galned third place in the WLAA et
and wae second in the reglonal. Bhe had
» personal best jump of 16-8, which was
No. 1 In Obssrveriand. She was the top

$ » many veruatils talenta in teack
and field.”
i Colleen high jump, Live-
nla Stevenson: The junior holds Ste-
\enson's school record, clearing 66 for
first plsce at the Class A reglonsl and 5.
© fur second place In Lhe stste meet. She
established meet records, clearing 5.4 at
the Warren DeLaSalle Invitational, and
clearing 5-5 at the Clarksion Invitation.

R
1 “Collven |s » greal competltor,” coach
Pau! Holmberg sald. “Sbe made ber
et jutape when they counted the most
at the regional and stals moets.”
RUNNIN

al ta quallfy for th
secand stralght years. She was un-
ted in 14 dual meets the last two
years, placed second at the WLAA meet
famd thind at the Spartan Relays. Makina
waa fifth at the Lyle Bennett Relays at

John Glean

Felicla Balloy:

Cixrche.
300 hergies: 1. Kalty Wohler. Redfcrd
Prymouth i

nglon: 2. Sarsh Hamelon, Pymouth Saom;
3. (ue) Tame Sman, Farmangton Has Meorcy,
Marcia Parker, Pymouth Sakem.

800 rwn: |, Edven O'Conned, Famingtn

cey Cawnji 3. North Farmangion (Shannon
McCoy, Koe, . Monica Crenwinsid,
Heather

3.200 relayz 1. Pymouth aunve

Central Michigan University, third at
the Ano Arbor Track Club Meet of
Champlons and led the shuttle hurdle
relay team to viclory at three meeta.

She ranka eighth in carcer polnts at

alem.

“Sarah had an outstanding track and
field carcer,” coach Mark Gregor sald.
*“She s held in bigh eateemn by her tenm-
mates and cosches, She always arrived
with a determined attitude and always
feft with the goal of improvement the
nest time she com) "

Kelly Kohler, 300 hurides, Redford
Unlon: Kohl Juniot, qualified for

Al

meet In both hurdles

her fimt place in both v
ence Red Divition meet and the region-

al.
The Panthers’ top point gettor, Kohler
also has 8 4.25 grade polnt avcrage.
“Kelly 18 a tough competitor, bard
working and a Jeader,” RU athietlc di-
rector Jim Glbbons said. “She's self-
motlvaied, a plessure to cosch, and &
groat sxample for younger athletes.”
Ndu Okwumabus, 100 dash, Plym-
outh Canton: A three-time selection an
the All-Observer first team for the 100
dash, Okwumabus leaves Canton with
»iz WLAA champlonshipe and three re-
glonal Utles in her four.yoar career, She
1a the achool record holder with her Ume
of 12.2 in the 100 dash, set last yra:
also cleared 6-6 for & school record
high jump and has ron on the 400
BOG relays, which hold school records.
Okwumabus was reglonal champlon
in the 100 dash and runner.up in the
high jump this ysar. Sbe anchored the
800 relay team that was a regionsl
champlon and & runnet-up at the
WLAA meet and also was anchor of th
«400 relay which waa second at the re.

gonal,

Okwumabua carries a 35 GPA and
«ings, Loo,

“Ndu has sccomplished neatly svery-
thing poesible as a track athlete,” Can-
ton coach George Prrygodskl aaid. “She
is the most versatile athlete 1 have hiad
the privilege to coach. We will certainly
mise het next season.”

Shelley Underwood:
John Glenn

Kristlo Qlddings:
Salem

Devron Kenoedy, 200 dash, Farm-
ington Hills Harrlson: The freshman
didn't waste any time getting her name
In the Harrison record books, as her best
time of 258 in the 200 (s the school's
record. She was the Famaington public
schools meet champion and slso won st
the WLAA and Oakland County meeta.

“Devron |s our moat lmproved athlete,
and we'ro hoplng to lmprove on that the
nest threa years,” cosch Mark Baboock
said.

leather Burcar, 400 run, N. Parm-
{ngton: Burcar, & sophomore, was the
Famington public schools meet champ
in four events (lung jump and 400 run,
500, 1,600 relays). She ran the anchor leg

Sarah Makins:
Balem

'Ily Kohler:
Redford Unlon

could be an even bigger and better year
naxt yesr,” .

Lans Borodlisch, 1,600 rus, Plym-
outh Cantoa: Boroditach is the Canton
record holder for both the 1,600 and
3,200 races. Bhe ran a carvet best 5:13.8
as o junlor in the 1,600 and ran the 3,200
1n m personal best of 11:18.1 this year'

The Canton Female Athlste of the
Year was the WLAA champlon in the
1600 and 3,200, regional champ in the
1,600 and runner-up in the 3,200, A re-

oa
will be grestly missed next season.”
MacKinnos,

. 3,200 run,
Livonia Stovenson: The scoior who (s
headed for DePaul Univenalty In Chica-
£o was undefeated in dual moets In the
3,200, She was sixth in the stats finals,
pisced firat in the regions] and was sec-
ond in the WLAA meet. Her best time
in the 3,200 was 11:22.3. Sho was second
In the 1,600 at the WLAA and regicnal

meets.

“Bridget was & real lesder on our
team,” Holmberg said. “She waz our
leading scarer and most outstanding
performer. She ofien ran four races In
our meets which required tremendous

stamina.”
RELAYS
400 relay (Nicole Clausen, Karw
McDonald, Shannon Swish, Lindsay
Boler): The four underclass runners set
. lywood tecord {50.85) tha

were Catholic Lesgue

Canton
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nderclassmen dominate all-area honors

Nicolo Clausen:
Ladywood

Shaanon Swish:

Kara McDonald:
Ladywood Ladywood
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ool
third pace at the reglonal and third st
the Operation Friendship Meet.

“This group of girla reslly grew and
matured this year and it will be greet to
sos them continue to grow in the next
year,” coach Bob O'Brien sald.

800 relay (Pelicia Balley, Shelloy
Underwood, Kelly 8mith, Courtney
Brown), Westland John Glenn: The
four, comprised of two sophamores and
two junlors, hed an srce best time of
1:47.1, Ainished third at the reglonal and
third at the WLAA meet.

"1t'a a team with « lot of potentlal,”
Kitchen coach said.

1,600 relay (Courtney Sheldon,
Marcia Parker, Jeasica Moyer, 8

i h Salem: The (our

of the 1,600 relay that a
school reconl time of 4:08.7 and took
thind place at the Oakland County meet.

Burcar was a conference champlon in
the 400 run and was second In the long
Jumnp, She took first in the 400 run and
was & state qualifier in the long jump
She placed 10th at the state meet In the
400 run.

"Heather is a top-notch athlets who
has not reached her potential,” Planell
sald. “She in a hard worker and dedicat.
ed athlcte.”

Elloen 0'Conpell, 800, Merey:
0'Connell, a junior, s the all-ares
choice in the 800 far the second yearina
row, She Is the Oaklsnd County and
Catholle League ch: lon in the 80O,

Ply
were undefeated in duals, and failed to
finish first in only three of 18 starts.
They won the Spartan Relays, Lady
Chief Relsays, Aprit Showera Relays,
Lyle Bennett Relays and Stafford Re.
lays. They placed firat at the regional,
second at the WLAA meet, third at the
Meet of Champlons end ninth at the
Class A state meet.

Moyer ls the only seniotr among thrre
Junlors.
*Jessica returned after missing » year
10 make & solld contribution to an out-
atanding relay team,” Gregor said. “Her
1:03 split at the regional gave her team &
chance to win. Jessica's mature and
determined efforts were admired by

and coaches.”

the regions] runner-up and the third-
piace finisher at the state meet.
0°Connel) acored a school-record 197
points this year and is the first all-state
track sthlets Mercy coach Gary Servain
has coached In 11 years. She also eamed
all.ntate honors in croas country last

)l

O'Connell also won the BO0 at the
Lanning Waverly Invitational and act a
meet record (2:20.2), Her best time this
year was Z16.0. She is tha league cham-
plon in the 1,600 and helped the Marlins
win the 1,600 and 3,200 relays.

“She's an amating athleta and she
had en Incredible year,” Servaln sald.
“She haa gotlen better every year, which
wo hope she continues ta do. Hopefully,
ahe can meintaln her focus for what

Salem

Kelly Stankov:
Salem

All-Area
1st team

3,200 relay (Kristle Giddings, Kel-
ly Stankov, Lynda Sebestyen,
Hamilton), Plymouth Balem: The four
wan the WLAA, placed third at the re-
gional and fifth at the stete meet. They
had & 6-1 dusl.meet record, won the
April Showers, Lyle Bennett, Staffond
relays and Ann Arbor Mect of Champi-
one. They took second al the Spartan
and Chief relays. They had a best time
of 9:41.1,

Stankov and Sebestyen are repeat All
Observer selections on the 3,200 relay.

“Lynda saved her beat effort for last,
running 8 2:25 aplit at the atate meet,”
Gregor sald. “Kelly ls the prototype 800
meter sprinter, saving her best efforta
for the blg meets.”

Courtney Sheldon:
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Blue Lakes CHARTERS & TOURS Presents
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LAHUSS
Non-Stop Motorcoach to Non-Stop Fun!
The best ride to the rides for residents of
Livonia,Farmington Hills, and Novi.
Tickets Direct 1-800-282-4BUS
AND Cedar Point Admial

$50.00 Per Persos Inelndes T !
Also Available at TEREIQAs7E,
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Now, when you buy a Carrier
58 MVP “Weathermaker Infinin™
high-cfliciency gas furnace and a
Carrice 38 TRA 12 Scer air con-
ditioner, yvou'll receive as much
as a $400 rchate

+ Six months samc as cash,
or financing available.

* Save up 10 40% on your cooling bills

+ Enjoy greater comfort and reliability

+ Limited time offer. Call us today for

details and a free estimate

DEALER™

Were The Inside Guys.

ROLAND BROTHERS
HEATING & COOLING

“The Qurnace Man'"
LIVONIA _WAYNE__OTHER AREAS
[532-0360 [ 722-2253 | 722-2254 |

SADE hased an 17 AN

No annual fees

No transsciion fecs.

“MTer valid 10 qualificd credit applcants. Contacs s for more detatls,

—




