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Bowlng out: Audrey Tjalsma makes a graceful exit from

Farmington Adult Education at the recent graduation

ceremony.
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Hats off to Chatles! The Rev. Charles Cotton, 62, is capped and gowned for his graduation in Farmington.

Minister caps inspirational quest for diploma

BY LARRY O'CONNOR

STAYF WRITKR
e's a grad and he's glad.
But a few things got into

H the Rev. Charlea Cotton’s
way in his quest for a high
school diploma.

First, thero waa the need to
aupport the family after his fa-
ther died. Then there was the
Korean War, in which Cotton
perved as an Army medic on
Pork Chop Hill. And then there
were a litany of diabetes-related
health problems, costing the
Farmington Hills resident both

his lega and a finger.
He wouldn’t lct any of this

Hey, cousing: Above, graduate
Lena Dabish is surrounded by
cousing after the ceremony,
including Marisa Brikho (left)
and Antonio Mifhkoor

(in Lena’s arms).

stap him, though. At 62, Cotton
walked acrosa the stage at the
adult cducation graduation cer-
omonics at Farmington High
suditorium June 8,

“I¢ was a challenge, but 1
constantly prayed,” said
Cotton, who is a minister at

deracore thooe accomplishments
cven further.

“To me, it's very emotional,”
said Terry Klenczar, dircctor of
Farmington Adult Education.
“Those students have gonc
through a lot. They've gone

h h a lot of decisi and

Glory & Praise Tabernacle
Church of God in Christ in
Detroit.

His is onc of 45 or so inspira-
tional atories that highlight the
annual graduation ceremony.
Adult education and students
from the Farmington Alternative
Academy are recognized.

Somo use the moment shere
their own struggles, which un-

sacrifices to come bnck to

school.

Cotton left Highland Park
High in the ninth grade, He lat-
er landed a job at the old Dodge
Main auto plant to support his
family, before getting drafted
into the Army.

Cotton was a tious

awarded a purple heart after
suffering a shrapnel wound.

When he returned, Cotton
went to work for the U.S, Postal
Service. He was employed for 30
years before leaving for health
reasond.

He's concentrated on his min-

sonal finance classes, Cotton
found time to atudy and run
his ministry. He thinks achool-
ing has enhanced his church
work. N
Though he has hia dipl

more cherished.

His nicce, Angela Mclntosh,
also went through commence-
ment and received her diploma.
Colt'on. Yhu refers to Angela ns

Cotton plans to continue by tak-
ing & computer course,
“It's hing about learn-

istry, which involves preachi
weekly to a congregation of 30 or
#o members,

Though his spiritusl hause
was in order, Cotton folt the
acholastic one necded tidying up.
He started taking ndult-educn-
tion classes five ycars ago, atop-

objector, but went anyway. He
didn’t carry o gun. He was

piug only b of recurring
sido cffects from dinbetes.
Amid government and per-

ing," ho said, *You can tell when
people are educating themselves
. . . As far as words are con-
cerned, understanding words,
how you study. You feel better
about yourself.”

Pcople from the congregation
attended the adult-cducation
graduntion. Another person pre-
sent made the occasion even
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his 3 d her to
return to school. :

His own story was the most
persuasive sales tool.

“It really makes you feel like
you're not second-class,” he said.
“Certain opportunities come up
where they ask for this type of
thing.

“It's better to have it and not
need it than to need it and not
have it.”
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At right, adult education

graduate Brenda Nan noshi DEARBORN WATERFORD SOUTHGATE LIVONIA
(left) has a big smile for 13551 Michigan Ave. Summit Mall 13665 EurckaRd. Wonderland Mall
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