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STREET CRACKS

Oennis Wotfberg

Wolfberg ready
for his make-up

By Bos SADLEZR
SrecuaL WaTeR

A not-so-funny thing happened to Dennis
Wolfberg on the way to the forum . . . | mean
Royal Oak Music Theatre for a sold-out May 4

performance. He broke his hip.

ll ali happened in a botel room in Charlotte,

N.C., where Wolfberg was getting ready for a per-

fnmum.

~1 had been booked to play for the Jewish com-
munity there,” Wolfberg deadpanned. [ guess all
three of them were invited.”

After taking the painful apill that caused the
injury, Wolfberg struggied for 25 minutes before
reaching the phone.

“The one thing that was going through my mind
at the time was whether the honor bar in the room
had morpkine in it,” Wolfberg said.

Wolfberg spent a few weeks off his fect & home
in Los Axuvlu recuperating, needless to say, be-
fore returning to the road two weekends ago in
Seattle. Of course, the whole experience has pro-
vided him with a wealth of new materisl.

“If my pain can benefit peaple in some way by
making them lsugh, then it's all been worth it,”
Wolfberg said.

lronically, if there was anything that moved
“reu'ber( in the direction of comedy, it was fear of
pain. A cative New Yorker, be was a sixth grade
teacher in a public school in the South Bronx for
12 yesrs. The area was 30 even Mother Teresa
referred to it as ‘a bellhole,’ ™ Wollberg joked.
*You've seen the clips of D-Day all over television
recently. Think of my teaching experience na s
daily D-Day. It was relentieasly challenging. You
reach some kids, and others you don't, but you
give it a good Ury.

"Bylhcdnanlotohbﬂehd: reach the sixth
grade, they're already beyond helping.”

Wolfberg had five goals — be called them fants-
sies — when be started doing standup cotedy,
and be’s already achieved all five. The final one
‘was resched when Wollberg won the Best Male
Comic category at the American Comedy Awards a
couple years ago.

“In no particular order, the first [antasy was to
be able 1o travel the country and entertain people
— and get paid for it,” Wolfberg said. “Number
two was to be able to play 2 place called the West-
bury Music Fair, which was five minutes from the
house { grew up in.

“Number three was to plsy Las Vegas, which
years ago was the culmination of comedy club suc-
ceza. Number four was to do “The Tonight Show,’
and five was to win an Oscar.”

The Oscar was tbe last one — and an unlikely
one, Wollberg sdmitted. But the American Come-
* dy Awards are presented at the Shrine Theatre in
Los Angeies, are televised by ABC, and have the
same
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M The musical hoopla sur-
rounding the World Cup
games takes on a definite
Canadian flavor with perfor-
mances by two Vancouver
groups — The Odds at
CIMX's third birthday party
and 54.40 at St. Andrew’s

Hall.
BY CHRISTINA Fuoco
SYAry Weites

— Vancouver may
have lost the Stan-
ley Cup, but bands
hailing from the
westetn Canadian
i city are hoping to
win over fans in the
Detroit area within the next week.

The Odds will be in town Satur-
day, June 25, to help radio station
88.7-FM (CIMX) celebrute ita third
birthday with a free show, featuring
8 host of aiternative rock acts, at the
Phoenix Plaza Amphitheatre in
Pontinc. The show is also part of a
massive 1%5-week long celebration of
the World Cup games that includes
& “restaurant row,” artists’ booths
and retailers.

With harmenies and storybook
lyrics similar to Squeeze’a Chris
Difford and Glenn Tilbrook, the
Odds’ 1993 album “Bedbugs” is by
far one of the year's best releases.

The nlbum is & tongue-in-cheek,
loosely based concept album about
8 young man's coming of age. De-
scriptions next to the songa like
“Gets lost™ “Geta offed” tell the lis-
tener which part of the man’s life
the song represents.

The Odds didn't set out todo a
record like that. The band members
wrote songs separately, and when
they got together to record “Bed.
bugs,” they realized that their songe
all had & common bond -~ relation-
ships,

“When we finished the record, we
started putting the songs together in
some sort of order, and we realized
that there was some (similarity),”
said Craig Northey, the Odds’ lead
ainger. “It turned out to be interest-
ing, cheesy and serendipitous at the
same time. We put the Jittle de-
scriptions next to it, so everyone
could read along.”

‘The Odds, whose follow-up album
will be released by Warner Bros. in
1ate fall, are excited nbout returning
to the Detroit area. Northey figures
the band’s biggest crowd was when
they played the Freedom Featival in

Vancouver’s sound heads East

0dd ment out: The Odds — Paul Brennan (from left), Steven Drake, Doug Elliott and Craig
Northey — help radio station 89X-CIMX celebrate its birthday with a free show in Pontiac

June 25.

*I think that was the highest at-
tendance figure we ever had — if
you counted the fish llies,” he
said."Thry were mostly all over
Doug (Elliott, bassist). They were
covering him like the ‘Guinneas
Book of World ﬂ.twrdl By with
the heard made of

Needless to say, ha 's
the Odds’ show Saturday is nowhere
near water.

Fellow Vancouveriana, the quirky
alternapopsters 54.40 will perform

M STREET BEATS

Windsor, Ont., last year.

at St. Andrew’s Hall in Detrolt on
Monday, June 27, to promote its lat-
est Canadian release "Smilin' Bud.
dha Cabaret.” The title of the al-
bum, due to be released here in the
fall, pays homage to the landmark
Vancouver clul: where 54.40 made
ita debut. Although the club closed
in 1989, ita apirit has remained at
the heart of 54.40. Smilin’ Buddha's
neon sign, which the band recently
b;u;hl‘ is the centerpiece of 54.40"s
ahow.

“It's o Vancouver landmark,"” aatd
drummer Matt Johnson of the club.
““The history of it goes back to, [ be.
lieve, . . . the mid-"50s. There'n a Jot
of loro thet goes along with it.
Cheech and Chong supposedly met
there. (Jiml} Hendrix has played
there. jt's deep rooted in Vancouver
history,”

54.40 is fairly planted in Van-
couver as well. The quartet was
formed 15 years ago by vocalist/gui-
tarist Neil Osborne and bassiat
Brad Merritt, who were inapired to
atart a band after seeing showa at
the Smilin' Buddha. Although
54.40°a most frequently played hit
around here s the snappy I Go
Blind,” Johnson said that in Cana.
da many have overlooked the band's
quirkiness in lieu of its political
statements.

“Qur priar releases were taken too
seriously, especially in Canada, be-
cause of our songs and the benefits
we do,” he said. “I think for a num-
ber of years we were kind of pegged
an a politically correct band.

“1 think the band's always had a

senne of humor, 1 don't think it's
been translated that well.”

Nevertheless, Johnson, who's
been a member of 54.40 nince 1985,
is pleased with the succesa of his
band, which also includes guitariat/
vocalist Phil Comparelll.

*1t doea nay n lnt that fact that we
have stuck around! this long. For us,
auccess has always been the langer
we ntay around, nnd we enjoy what
we're doing. That's aucerssful
enaugh for ua”

The free 89X Birthday Bash on
Saturday, June 25, also includes the
Afghan Whigs, Beck, Superchunh,
Scrawl, Polvo, Spange and Truman's
Water. It starts at 4 p.m. at the
Phoenix Pluza Amphitheatre, 10
Water St., Pontiac. Cell (810) 335-
4850.

64.50 playx St. Andrew's Hall, 431
E. Congress, Detroit, with Junk-
house and Sonic Boomerang ot 8
p.m. Manday, June 27. Tickets are
$9. Call (313) 961-MELT.

BY MARK GALLO
BrzciaL Werrea

“I woke up to one of those steady,
tropical ralns this morning,” Marcia
Bal) related by phone from her Aus.
tin, Tezas, home last week. “Now it's
asauna”

Ball knows a lot about heat, partic-
ularly the injection of it in perform-
ance. One of the premier boogle pia-
nist/vocalista in the country, she's
guaranteed to add a fow degrees to the
Frog laland Music Festival, the annu-
al rite of summer set for Ypllhnli'

Town this weekend. Qutaide of
Katie Webster, who Ball calls “the
Godmother I'd never known befaro,”
and whose Lake Charles, La., home ix
20 miles from Ball’s Vinton birth.
place, the list of truly incendiary
femsle pianists is a short one. That
she's in such constant demand (s no

“Blue House.”

to be out in in August,
there will be a few new stylistic thinga
to grab the ear on “Blue House,” but
“not anything too radical, she
promized.

On the subject of the blues, legend.

ary Detroit bluesman Eddle Bums,

ma.kinz an all-too-rare local appear-

ance, is sure to bo one of the
highlights of the weekend.

As much as the blues enjoying its
most substantial popularity in years,
Burns s proof positive that, as with
all manner of U.S, pop culture, blues
is far more appreciated across the
oceans. Just back from a tour that
took him to Norway, Sweden, Den-
mark and Finland ("It was the first
time I'd played Helainki in 25
yoarn.”), he has some pretty hanh
thoughts on the Jocal blues scene that

Ball, Burns bring blues to Frog Island

it's all dog-eat-dog. The peoplo who
(‘imrw the right money aren't getting
(5

The Internationally renowned gul-
tatist/vocalist known where of he
speaks.

Bom in Belzonl, Misa,, In 1928, it
was a8 a 20-ycar-old that he fimt
came to Detrolt.

Stranded in lowa with his ‘ulur .
playing compatriot, John T. Smith
(“1 was a harmonica player, Wasn't
no clubs to play in Waterloo, so we
played on stroet comers and st house
parties.”), they met a woman, visiting
» relative from Detroit. In short order,
she convinced Smith that Detroit was
a much more happening town, and
the two of them convinced Burna of
the same.

When they firat hit town, Hastings ©
Street and Dlack Bottom, the birth

surprise. has turned its back on many of the place of the local blues sceno “were
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