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Community work offers

alternative to jail time

BY RALPH R ECHTINAW
STAFY WRITER

A civilized version of “lote that
bar, R that bale” has come to
Oakland County, giving 52nd Dis-
trict Court Judges an elternative
to jail sentences and finee.
Formally, called “altemative
dog” the

charitlen by the Food Bank of
Oakland County,
Bocsusa misdemeanor

like driving with a suspended li-
censs and sh don’t el
ways warrant a sentence,
MacKonzie said, publlc service
sentences are often Just the right

involves
el tad: fomd

to community servico work and
charging them $15 & day for the
privilege.

It's based on the principal of
the cheln gang, but no one la
shackled, the work day is just five
hours long, and everyone goes
homo &t night.

“It’s a pilot projoct,” said 52nd
District Court Chlelf Judge
Dennis C. Drury, “We're still
trying to sort out what the effoct
is, (but) we're moving rapidly.
We've done a major turnaround.”

Judgze Brian W, MacKenzio of
the 52-1 District Court

Purthermore, instead of watch-
ing'TV in Jall at taxpayer expenas,

are
valuable service and payin
court for the trouble of wp:r:it:
ingthem.

And when the sentenca is over,
MacKenzio sald, those who were
punished are more likely to feet a
sense of satisfaction, “They foel
like they've dono something cre.
ative,” he said, adding that a fow
have continued to work as volun.
toers when thelr sentences were
aver,

The al 1, ing pro-

the program. He characterized the
typlcal community service job as
“hard Iabor" and sald it includea

gram was added to the probation
department's responsibilities
shortly after the department waa
moved administratively from the

p troes,

collecting trash and even garden-
ing.

‘There aro about 200 people cur-
tently serving alternative sentenc-
_ es. They work five hours a day for
the benefit of county parks, cities
and townships. One group of mise
| tends a th

county executive branch of gov-
emment to the 62nd District

probation department was losing
money. County budget director
Joff Pardeo sald the probation de-

lost about $430,000 in

o
garden In Commerce Township
under the lag:

the last yw’lt f:ﬁun'du the

of
master gardeners. The food they
grow will be distributed to area

county e
was gotting worse all the time,” he
sald,

In the year alnee tho 520d Dis-
trict Court took over the probe.

Patricia Crane,
does more with fewer people,

MacKensie credits Crane, pro- .

gram coordinator Dan Brock and
batlon officers Sus Garrett,
ue Doyle and Mary Thoms with
much of the probatloy depart-
ment's nascent success.

Unllke most district courts,
which Aomnclall 4

are {
by the communities they serve,
the 52nd District Court’s bills are
paid by Qaklend County govern-
ment. The 52nd covers about €0
percent of Oakland County, in-
cluding Rochester, Rochester
Hills, Oakland Township and

Community service crews range
from all over the county. To dato
they have toiled only in the ser-
vice of county, city and township
governments, but the crews could
bo made available to charity or-
ganizationa, “If a non-profit came

o us, we'd be interested,” MacK-
enzle sald.
However, MacKenzie guards

againat letting the need for com-
munity service drive the court’s
sentencing decisions. *“Good
things die as the result of stupid
decisions, and we're not about to
abuse (this program),” he said.

Valet will park cars at courthouse

By RALPH R. ECITINAW
BTATF WRITKR

There's no free strawbertics
and champogne yet, but you can
et your car parked by a valet at
the Oakland County Courthouse
beginning Monday.

The county government hss
struck a deal with Four Star
Parking Systetms of Farmington
Hills to operate the service at no
cost to taxpayers. Four Star plans
to charge $2 per vehicle. Coupon
booklets contalnlng five valet
pmki.nl.?um will h: ‘ldld for llé

will recelve free valet parking ser-
vice. Th courthousa is located on
Telegraph Road in Pontiac,

To use the service, just drive up
to the curb in the tumaround on
the north side of the courthouss
where the veterans memorial is.

The cara will be stored in the
lot north of the North Office
Building, which is ususlly no
more than half full because it’s
quite & ways from the courthouse.
Officials hope this will free up
some apots near the courthouse.

Southfield attorney Michsel M.
Muller, who eppears often in
QOakland County Clreult Court,
sald valet parking might help
most on Wedneadsys, also known
as motion day.

“QObviously there's a parking

problem on motien day,” he said.
“I'm there every Wodnesday, and
it's hideous. You have to park
quarter mile away in someone
else's lot.”

Muller noted that litigants in
personal Injury lawsuits, who may
still be recovering from injuries,
would find valet parking a great
solution to walking a long way to
the courthouse.

Credit for the valet parking idea -

goes to Mary Ann Henderson, the
former secretary of public works
director Dave Ross. Henderson,
who retired last year, used the
county's employee suggestion pro-
gram to submit tho idea.

IO 2T N THS SR

gt
e

Hesting & Cosliag Srstoms

Seos 193¢

DAY & NIGHT
MN HEATING & COOLING

27629 HAGGERTY ROAD

11 it's been a whils since
you checked i
conditioner, ¢
it could be ready lo lose
its cool. Bryan! can help:

o A fult line ol dependabla,
energy-ellicient air conditioners

» A system for every home and budget
» Save monay whila you keep your coo!

Don't walt for the worst... calt tha best.
Call your Bryant dealer now.
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are For Michigan’s Summer
and save on Jiffy Lube® service

1. Change O with Pennzall® (up to 5 quans) 8. Check & Fill Window Washer Huld
2. Install New Oil Filtet

3. Check Al Filtee

4, Check & Bl Transmission Fluld
§. Check & PUll Rattery As Required
6. Check & 1Ml Twake Fhuid

7. Check & FIlt Power Steeting Fluid
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9. Cheek Wiper Blades

10. Vacuum Interloe

11 Lubricate Chassis Ay Requited
12. Wash Exterior Windaws

13, Check & Fill Differential Fuid
14. Inflate Tires To Proper Pressure
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