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Snazzy basement
is budget chic
transforming our vast wasteland of a base.

F ment into a bright, functional living arca.
We were really lucky, neighbors explained, to have
such & large space beneath our home. It bad so
much potential. Potential and possibilitics, how-
ever, transiate into dollar signs.

Sure, our son’s bedroom became office space
when he went to college, leaving him without a bed
when he came bome to visit. But that dark,

bbed basement seemed almost uninbabit-
able. Ita only assets were a red brick fireplace and
a tiny half bai

After much discussion and aumerous bids, the
decision was made to finish part of the basement,
allowing encugh room for a bedroom, living area
azd full bath. The resulting “laiz”, as my teenager
calls it, is & cheerful and welcome addition to our
home and its appeal is a result of bright, white-
-uhld vllb. neutral bub:‘r carpeting and some

or over a year, we tayed with the idea of

hi

fur

Getting started

The loce piece of furniture we had to work
around was & white futon, covered in a black and
white mini-check The search was on for fun, eco-
nomical chairs and cccssional tables.Crato &

Barrel

primary

scheme. I two butterfly chairs ($28.95)
with royal blue covers (§21.95); two slatted tray
tables painted in a vibrant poppry ($13.95 each);
four folding chairs in poppy ($14.95 each); and a
round beechwood table ($139). 1 also grabbed two
oversized swiing stripe pillows to toss on the
chairs {$14.95) and varicus painted wooden can-
dleholders in blue, green and yellow ($4.35 cach).
Voila! One-stop shopping furnished and accessor-
ized my rooto for leas thao $400. Theso items
would also be great for dorm rooms or college
apartmenta.To finish the ook, [ headed to The
ﬁntGAﬂ«y 29203

orthwestern Hwy. in

two
and s Ken Done, all in viv-
id bues to complement the

By Susax DeMAcGGIo
STAFY WITIN

Hostesses know where to buy
wine glasses — cheap.

Caterers know where to find vas-
es and platters — cheap.

Restaurateurs know where to or-
der specialty bowls and stemware
- cheap.

Their source? It's Wells Freight
and Cargo in downtown Biming-
ham.

“When we opened our firat store
in 1975 at Wonderland in Livonia,
we gambled on the premise that
customers would want to buy sur-
plus glass gooda at big savings ina
no-frills warehouse-type store,”
said Walter Goodman, owner of the
remaining Wells Cargo store at 820
S. Woodward, a (ew blocks south of
Maple. “We had a hit on our hands.
People came from sall over town to
buy our 99-cent champagne flutes
which were more than $5 every-
where else.”

Goodman and his wife and busi-
ness partner, Gerry, crossed the

country visiting glass manufactur-

Surplus sells
at Wells Cargo

The table top market is a tough one. Yet longtime
discounters Wells Frelght and Cargo
aged to stay in business due to the retall savvy of
Walter and Gerry Goodman and the American
love affair with glass.

have man-

ers and cutting deals. They soon
opened nine other Wells Cargos
around town and in Colorado. As
their business grew, so did the com-
petition.

“Remember Accents in Birming-
ham? Cargo Express? Pontiac Pot-
tery? Foland's? The Glass Factory?
‘Table Settings? They'vo all gone
out of husiness, but we are still
around and going strong,” he said.

Through the years for various
reasons, the Goodmana closed their
stares one by one, consolldating the
business at the Birmingham loca-
tion. Thelr mal! locations at Wond-
erland and Macomb Mall were loat
when these malls were sold and
rents rose.

“We have no hard feelings be-
cause it appears that freestanding,
destination storea like ours are now
more popular than malls,” Gerry
said. “And our customers have fol-
lowed us. They love to tell us that
they shopped in our first store, or
that they liked our Roseville stare.
It’a very flattering.”

Seo WELLS CARGO, TA

Qiass act: Walter and Gerry Goodman of Bloomfield Tawn-
ship pioneered glass and china discounting at Wells Cargo

since 1975.
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Santabear birthday

By Stsay DeMacGio
STAFY WhITER

In 1984, due to & late Thanksgiv-
ing, officials at Hudson’s worried that
they would not make “their boliday
numbers” that yesr. Bralns were
stormed and toy buyer Paul Starkey
produced s 15-inch stuffed polar bear
— the rest is retail history.

Santabesr turns 10 this year, re-
maining the best-eelling holiday pur-
chase-with-purchase of itsa time,
shead of all the other dressed and
stuffed mammals produced by com-
peting department stares. When
Hudson's advertised o limited edition
1994 Santabear last week, the entire
2,500-bear inventory sold out in less
thas & bour. Even more remarksble
was the ;mu tag 31

Not to di ds of

Morrisroe.

“The Santabears are popular be-
cause they're sooo cute,” sho said.
“We've heard the most fantastic sto-
sies of collectors finding bears they
missed st garage sales and in rela-
tive's attics. Every 30 oRen one turns
up in our corporate offices or storage
rooms, but once they're gone, they're
gone. We don't have any supplics at
Hudson’s.”

The news comes hard to Kim Hor-
ton, 22, of Troy wtu has been looking
for the 1990 Santabest to complete
her collection.

“My mom got me my first bear
when 1 was 12 years old and I looked
forward to ‘ttunx a8 new one every
Christmas,” she said. “In 1990 we
h.d a mu;h year and in all the family

metro-Detroit Scnubur collectors
who missed the coll 's edition,

d not get me the bear
lhll year. Thll was the bedtime bear.
are cool to collect. We

Hudson's announced it would oollm
orders for a second bateh of coll

bdng them oul every hullchy and use
them the

Santabears to be delivered in M-n:h
Theso will start at 2,501(b). No pro-

steps.”
In Addlunn to this year's Collector
Santabear, a 10-year birthdey San.

is a marketing coup

wears a red and green satin jumpault
and pointed red bat, Santabear-relat.
ed products will also be sold in a spe-
cisl shop at Hudson's (featuring
clocks, mugs, posters and children’s

alee

Sanubeu was $10 when first intro-

duced in 1984, A total of 3.1 million
?&;‘;‘b‘“ bnvnybecn sold through

They're so cute: The special edition collector Santabear (front
and center) is surrounded by his (or her?) friends, issued each

' resident of Birmingham.
You can leove her column ideas at (313) 963-2047,
mailbox 1869 or fax them to her 8 (810) 6¢4-1314.
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furnitare. The Print Gal duction limit has yet been set accord-  tabear will also bo sold beginning in  10/iday since 1984, Hudson's is taking orders for the second
lery nfdwupwa;' ing to Hudson's spokeswoman Chris October for $35. The birthdsy bear run of the special bear through 1-800-GIFT-BEAR.
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