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— The Exceptions B Any band whose members q T B e . L R N4
. are children of classic rock o Mprare- o IRy
e O ol Met. | | legendals bound to get alot ) :
?l,.::d hip-bop {to name a of attention. But Bloodline is :
H appearances .
romton Rt Restin, | | FoD R e rctaase o her
PN Rocords) with & bisarre skalrex- self-titted debut CD.
gne/sydeco fusion mutation bolding the album to-
er. A are entirely linear, wi g'Y CHRISTINA Fuoco
no attempt at the cohesiveneas invariably found in ATY WEIER
rock. Bloodline is a

Lyrtics are cleverly written and generally tongue-
in-cheek. Song titles, such as “[ Hate Momings,”
“Caney Dog City,” “1 Hate You™ and [ta sequel, “1
Hate You I1," are indicative of the group’s senss of
humar. The serious subject of bigotry is broached,
albeit sardonically, with “Illiterate White Trash.”

The album also coatains a couple of instrumen-
tals which showcase the band's impresaive musi-
cianship. The horn section, composed of trombon-
ist Jim Holer, saxophonist Gene Corwis, and
trumpet player/organist Todd Bolton, displays an
aptitude for amooth, melodic, “pop” style harmo-
oy with the song “Dear Diary.” More often,
though, they churn out complex, syncopated and
sametimes dissonant riffs. Perhape there's a Miles
Davis influence amidst the myriad of styles?

“The rhythm section is Chuck Bartels and Tony
Barragan on bass and drums, respectively, with
Ryan Reeves on guitar. Keeping up with the chao-
tic changes in meter and style is their primary job,
and they do it sdmirably. Sirrer Johnoy Williams
presenta a quirky vocal style with more personali-
ty than virtuosity, but entirely fitting for the band.

‘The Exceptions’ ethnicity is as diverse as its
musie. Mezican, African and Native Americans —
along with s few Caucasians — round out the line-
up. There are, however, no females.

According Lo their press release The Exceptions
bave worked with such regrae/ska and under-
pround luminaries as Biro Skala Bim, The Desd
Milkmen and Murphy's Law. They are alsoen-
dorsed by The Mighty Mighty Bosstones’ mighty
mighty singer, Dicky Barret.

*No Shoes, No Shirt, No Exceptions,” The Ex-
ceptions first full-length relesse, is a strong, tight-
1y produced effort in the manic wotld of alterna-
tive rock,

(Tbe Bxceptions play the Falcon Club, 3516
Caniff, Hamtramck. oa Sunday, Sept. 4, with the
Skeletones (313) 368-6010.)

— Matthaw Delezenne

G. Love and Special Sauce
— G. Love and Special Sauce

iR The recipe for this saucs isa
} blend of blues, hip-bop, funk and
L g jmlz.dnan'lmndlihlvvry

‘With his slicked back curly black locks, G. Love
and his laid-back rapping over bluesy jazz riffs
Harry Connick Jr. as crooner de jour.

don't tell my friends the situstion. They
think I'm on some vacation. 1dan’t gt
cut to ses ny boys Only time I leave the
bouse s to go to the store for what sbe ol

Ip the Beck-lika rsp ™ G. Lave
mmmduwmmnmm
ade, Sprite end Kool-Aid.

By far, the most revealing track Is “Blues Mu-
sic” wherw thay offer a quickie lesson into the

Love and Special Szucs: “Me and oy

all must agree we like to get groovy with the

sounda of the old time . . .Gd;“mhtﬁﬁm

marketing person’s
dream.  Comprised
of the offspring of
musiciens Berry
P Oakley, Miles Dav-
"o is and Robble
Krieger, it sounds liko one of those
bands created by money- and pub-
Yicity-bungry producers.

But there’s nothing contrived
about Bloodline, said Berry Oakley
Jr., the band's lead singet/bassist
and son of the late Allman Brothers
bass player.

He and guitarist Waylon Krieger,
son of the Doors’ Robbie Krieger,
are childhood friends who founded
Bloodline with 17-year-old guitar
sce “Smokin' Joe” Bonamassa after
they met at a show, Drummer Erin
Davis, the 23-year-old son of jars
legend Miles Davis, waa brought
into the band by original Bloodline
singer Aaron Hagar, whoso
Sammy is Van Halen's lead singer.
The band is rounded out by key-
boardist Lou Segreti, 40.

“I grew up mostly around Way-
lon’s house,” said Oakloy about his
long-time friendship with Krieger.
“Wo just kind of learned to play to-

er.

Since forming three years ago,
Bloodline has been touring while
working on a record deal and build-
ing & following. With the novelty of
their family history behind them,
Bloodline is hoping to prove that
they’ro a genuine talent. The band’s
self-titled debut album was released
on EMI Recorda Last week.

“We took three years Lo get ready
for it; we're happy with what came
out,” Oskley 1aid. *All of us are re-
ally different. We're into really
wacky stuff A lot of us are into the
hardcora blues . . . there's & lot of
divensity.”

Infleences show

The band members” wide range of
musical influences is reflected on
their CD, which was produced by
Joe Hardy (ZZ Top, Steve Earle,
Jeff Healey). Oakley’s growling,
bluesy voice possesses a hint of Jim
Morrison. Bonamssas — who has

for B.B. King. Buddy Guy,
Jokn Loe Hooker, Danny Gatton
and Robert Cray — soems to have

inthe blood: Partially comprised of sons of pop and jazz leg
Krieger, Erin Davis, Smokin’ Joe Bonamassa,

patterned his style after late guitar
great Stevie Ray Vaughan.

Their music — a mix of Southem °

rock, funk and straight-ahead
rock'n'zoll — Isn't what is topping
tho charts now but Oakley said he'a
still optimistic about Bloodline's

success.

“It’s not the type of music that's
sut thers today. If it's not alterna-
tive or pop nobody wanta to hear It,"
said the 21.year-old Qakley.

It's only natural that Qakley and
the 20-year-old Krieger bring a bit of
their fathers' legacies into Blood-
line. Oakley's father was killed in o
motorcycle nccident before he wan
bomn. Having formerly been married
ta Doors drummer John Densmore,
Oakley's mother and ex-Doors gul-
tarist Robbie Kricger remained
close friends.

As a consequence, Oakley and
Waylon Krieger were “thrown to-
gether” by their parenta from an
early sge. When the duo was in their
teens, Robbie Krieger {nvited them
to play in and eventually tour with
his band. Oakley assumed lead vo-
cals during Doors tunes like “Love
Mo Two Times.” It was there that
be picked up on the Jim Morrl

)
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Bloodline i Waylon

Influence — and imitation.

“[ got to fake being Jim Morrison.
After two years, 1 bad it down,” he
paid. “Actually, ong time st a ciub
in New York City poople wete call-
ing me Jim. I waa really into lL!l!i

was my mistake ... wearing
black.”
Sometimes, he sdmltted, he

prompted the comments — “We'd
walk around and tell people that
. weird stuff like

Regardless, It proved to be a
*good lesson in life. I got to seo a lot
in that two years.”

Impressive performance

Qne person they saw was Bona.
masss, then about 16 years old,
playing at a Leon Pender tribute
concert. Already a saven-year veter-
an of the blues scens, Bonamassa
impressed Waylon and Krieger,

*My father had a band. What I
would do is sit in with his band and
baslcally took it from there,” Bona.
mazas said. “One thing lead to an-

other.
Although a few

es bave
lauded him as “the pext Stovie Ray
uehan ™ B £aid he tak

Lou Segreti and Berry Qakley Jr.

all the attention In stride.

] just didn't expect it,” Bona-
maesa naid ahout the attention. “It
Just came out of no where. [ take it
for what it {s.”

The Utica, N.Y., native doesn't ro-
gret giving up his school years for
the attention.

“Hey, you got to take success
when you can get it. Lucky Is the
person whoever gets the opportunity
to be in the position where I am .
now. 1 put those things aside. This
is my time.”

Oskley said he reallzes that s Jot
of people coms out just to get & pock
st the muslc legends’ kids.

“jt goes both ways. You get a lot
of people who are just hecklers, and
scream ‘Play ‘Whipping Post’’
throughout the whole set,” he said.
“We also get & lot of really cool peo-
ple who come out because they're
curious. Wo're a real Southern rock/
blues type of band. Wo tum them
into Bloodline fans.”

Bloodline plays The Ritz, 17680
Frazho, Roseville, at 9 p.m. Thurs-
day, Sept. 1. Tickets are $5. For
gor: information, call (810) 778-

Doorn, Russ Epker and
Bowen.

Joey

Clusterfunk strong on ‘Starin’’

BY MATTHEW DELEZENNE
SrPECiAL WRITER

The play on words from which Gen-
Clusterfunk derives its name is
Indicative of the spizit of the band’s
debut CD “Starin’ Straight nt“:uhe
i y

singer Joey Bowen of Smith, the ex-
drummer for Detroit’s Toby Radd.

Sun.” A sense of
in so many bands, flows

* throughout the 14-song effort. Even
the ballad “In My Heart,” dedicated
to the memory of guitar legend Stavie
sounds as if it were

Goin' Back,” an In.your-face
rock’n’roller w! substance
abuse in o Con-
sclousness of societal can be
found in the funky groove of “Fire in
the House” while the men-
tioned *In My Hearl” demonstrates &
sanaltivity in the band.
overul]

closrly defined in such tunes as
“Celebrats Good Laovin'" “Swoet
Thang” “Live" and the title treck.
The music is blue-eyed party funk et

General Clusterfunk
the Leonard Cohen of

rock, but, then agein, one doean't go
~to & party to ponder the future of de-

wmnand "eni Bpke began et
en pker

songs together. Th:(v saked Wilber, &

foraar bandmate of Bowsn's, to play

[nformal 8-track recording

loing and ended up with

Bmith laylng down the

“Boltnlllhnm‘uniﬂuu
songs,” Bowsn said “We'd not even
thought about the band thing.” '
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