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BY Bux Mason
SYATY WATER

“1 don't think we'll ever see »
world without AIDS,”

b-nd Brian and O-year-old son
ny teated negative for the virus.
And. yu, she and Bran practice

lt was by chance tblt she waa
Tho hospltal decided

ino mlha o the lmlll
peopls gathered i the Hur&o
Contar auditorium In Garden City
+ Matter of fact and a reality
for the mother of two who deals
with the tragedy of AIDS daity.
Boaumlno is HIV positive; her
-old son Mi:hul bas AIDS,
D osed soven yoars ogo, fol-
lowing Mlchul 's birth, she has
dsvoted herself ta hor son and to
educsting people, eapecially
ywnl people, about the killer dis-

“I‘h-u s no second chance with

Bocoomino decided to go public
about the discase for Michasl end

question

his life in dignity, If they kept the
{llness o secret.

Since lhen. uhe has spoken at
hundreds of high echools and
appeared on several local and na-
tional television shows to tell her
story and talk about what poople
must do to avold being Infocted.
Her Aug. 8 spoech in Garden City
was sponsored by Hoeplco Ser-
vices of Western Wayne Inc.,
vhlch also cares for pnianu from

todoa s !ud lut on the um-
ood of mothers delivering
babies the day Michael was bern
and testod that blood for & varlety
of discases before using It. The
inothnu knew nothing of the test-

n|

Bmmlnu found out & month
Iater when the boepital called to
tell her she had tested positive for
HIV. Retesting tumod up the
samo results.

‘The reaction was a “big disbel-
hf-" nhu and her husband didn't
belleve nor did they want to be-
lievo It. Brian tumed to binge
drinking to dea) with the fact that
ho would lose both his wife and

to AIDS.

“Wa didn't have a marrings
then,” Boccomino said, “wej
lved for our son. We didn't thlnk
e would live to be 1 yearold. I've
gottan to a plateau where 1 live for
today and my vision Is for my
son.”

Michael developed full-blown
AIDS at age 4 and Boccomino bas
bocome his primary caregiver.
Brian gave up his own business
and went back ta being & pipe-
fitter to got the union’s modical
insurance for his famlly,

Crippled Children's belp pays
for a lot of Michael's expenses,
md thelr current policy does

and P
Hills.
She dirocted saveral of her re-
marka to the lone teenager In the

group, telling her that “AIDS is,

not going to go away when you get
married; you have to worry about
your kids. You have to taik to
them.”

Shared disease

1t hasn’t boen easy for Boccom-
ino, who was infected by her first
husband, an IV drug user whose
drug of cholce was cocaine. He
died almost four years ago; his
sscond wife, whom he also infect-

Buprisingly,
enly infocted Michael. Hor hus.

them for a portion of
Bocecmlnn 'n $250-s-month AZT
prescription, but when she devel.

opa AIDS, sho said she will have
to divorce her husband to get help
with her “outragecus” medical
bills.

Relatives sued her family be-
cause she used her name and as a
result it was essociated with
AIDS. Some poople also picketed
the school where she did volun-
toer work, wanting her to wear a
mesk and gloves.

“Poople react moatly out of fear
not their hearts,” sho sald. “But if
you think about there's someone
living on every stroet who is HIV
positive, Within five years, each
of you will know someone who la

HV tiva. Thero wil bo ane
chlld ory grade who will have
A!DS*tbn they got from thelr

ha the (dea
od, & bot of wers dotng
[}
anll‘ﬂln!ﬂyuﬂy'wl but with
education, the uy mmunlcy is
no lorfger getting inf
Howwver, the gmup now at rhk
of AIDS, lbu sald, §s women .
“‘womgn who think like I did, T'm
not and I'm not an IV drug
WWM: Ler internal organs,
the digsase can filter Into a wor-
;n ’s Ipdy through the thin mem-,

And [ikowisc, 8 man may think
becauis bo isn't gay or an IV drug
um, e can't got AIDS, but Iu

it from & woman, accord-
!n; to Boccomino.

The ways
The AIDS virus lives on T-
ulll,- bigh concentrations of
which! can be found In blood,
semes; vaginal flulds and broast
milk and can be tranamitted in
three 'ways, tho most ymllent
beinglsex - vaginal, anal and
oral. In the caso of oral sex, the
porso ;!vlu itis st a high risk of
getting AIDS, Boccomino salid.

The' virus can't be contracted
from Baliva, sweat and tears be.
causoithe concentration of the vi-
rus [sitoo low,

“And you can't get it from kiss-
ing; Ive been kissing my husband
for Id yeara and ho's not infoct-
od,” Boccomino sald. “You would
have fo take In n quast of saliva at
one titna to get a high enough con-
wnmdﬂ l;gd you'd drown before

“You can wipelw:yd:a tears of
achild with AIDS and not got it.”
The second way is b to
blood — through IV drug use, car
or body plercing and tattoolng
without proper sterilization and
injectible sterold use, popul
among high school athletes, said
Boccomino, pointing to a high
school wrestling team down
South where buddiss on the wres-
llln(tum shared the needle.
During the early "80s, hemoph!.
liacs were at rhk of AIDS because
the clotting factor they rely on

was made from talnted blood.
hiliacs who

E:umwudltonwthcluml

The third way Is from mother to
child while It is 2 fetus, whilo giv-
Ing birth where a lot of blood Is
present and through broast milk,
which has a lot of T-cells.

of AIDS. There's Ruth who dntad
& guy for a while before thoy sepa-
rated. When bo turned up sick at

lhmdnu.lhodlmmudluw~
1V drug user. She, too, -

a casual
boamlllnnddiud.shomm

Another friend nlmed Bhelly at
ago 19 married an IV drug user,

Bhn cleaned up her act when she *

had a baby. Ho didn't, 0 she dl-

“vorced him. She remarried and

discovered she was HIV poaitive
at the birth of her second son. 8be
now is in hospice care.

“Bhe doesn’t want any more
drugs; she just wants to bo home
with her family,” Boccomino sald.
“I'd Like to go over once a week to
give her busband a bruk. ho has
quit kis job to be with ber.”

Boccomine had though about
naming the names and ages of the
pecple she has come to know in
the last seven years who have died
as the result of AIDS. 8he decid-
od not to when sho realized her
list had 15-16 names on it

And thelr ages led her to stress
to the hospice workers present
that there will be a lot of young
poople ages 25-36 who will be dy-
ing, infectad 10 or so years eatlier
wh“cn they were In high achool and

Sha also stressed “that’
givers respect thelr pati * con-

AIDS victim devoites life to son, e'd%ﬁcating

thers

Smlm talk: HIV positive, Tammy Boccomino talks
about the effects of AIDS on a family.
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Wildfowl carvers ﬂdck to
area for national contest

the Gmt len Fish Deevy
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fidentinlity, asking who they have
and haven't told, and offering
them compassion and support.
“Hug them right away and tell
them youll be there to listen;
AIDS patients noed a lot of psy-
chological help,” she sald. “And
don't judge them. Look, anyone in
this room covld be infected with
Alclis." but you've just been

rNew Hope Christian Ministry Helpline W

SOMEONE IS AVAILABLE TO LISTEN AND AELP

810) 358-4330
Monday - Friday 6 p.m.-9 p.m.

If you or someane you know is depressed, sui-

THOSE IN NEED

(

cidat, alcoholic, an

chitd, sut

HOPE HOTLINE

abuser, or has family problems, iust call NEW

Free Referral Information

Ve

Right now, thousands of people arc dying, waiting for

If you've d

to be an argan and tissue

transp

donor, you must tell your family mou so they can carry out
your decision later. To learn more about donation and how
to talk to your family call 1-800-355.S!

Share your life. Share your decision.

NOW OPEN
Hamilton House

Alternative Living Services Newest
Specialty Care o;;uon in hrmlnn.on Hills
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Coalition On Donation

and fish decoy is Friday
through Sunday at the Holiday
Inn, 17123 Laurel Park Drive,
Livonia.

This show marka the first
time the two groups have
merged their individual shows
into one big event.

“Tho merger of theso two
fino groups will give our associ«
ation a better opportunity to
showcase the fish decoy as
l‘unctlcnll and collectible
Amu{mn ol ltnt.both old and

", sald Frank Baron of
lennu. ucr:uryluwumr of

‘The show stasts at noon Fri-

day with the buying, selling

and trading of waterfowl, fish -

and other collectibles.
Registration of dacornuvn

fish carvinga is at 3 p.m.

‘The chow features numerous

contests, including floating
decorative decoys,
decorative wildfowl, servico .
and shore bird docoys. tradi-
ﬁoxulhununldocoyl-ndmin
{ature decoys.

More than 30 vendors wu.l
display carving supplies, art
and gifta, For information, call
Baron at 427.7768.

standing -

‘S hor 1 Term
Parking

environment for those with Alshelmer's and related ‘I‘he 0 C‘Dforonly months.
Services Include: 0 Turn to Standard Federal :
s Private rooms with bath Bankand enjoy an excellent rate of :

return while taking advantage
of a short {nvestment term. All it takes is
a low minimum balance of $500 to open.

# Supportive care of the nurse manager
a Attentive staff 24-hours a day :

» Structured activity program

= Assistance with personal care

a Safe and secure home-like setting

Helping You Along The Way™

Ntoanwdard
Foerder il

Call (810) 489-0363°
27580 Drake Rd. » Farmington Hills
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