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Gene makes the move to TV
for Something Wilder on NBC

By JEFF PLASS
Anyote who knows Gene Wlider's
work will readily admit that the
actor has always scemed, well, a
little out there.
In some of his more colorful {iim
rolea, the two-time Academy Award

loving

You Always Wanted to Know
About Sex), a mildly sociopsthic
confectiooer (Wdly Wonka and

of New York City to raise tbeir 4-
year-old Q(nurul) twin soas in
Annle's peaceful bometown of
Stockbridge, Mass.

Of course, having walted so loog
to try fatherhood, Geno would
prefer to spead a3 much “quality
time™ with little 5am and Gabe
{Carl Michael Lindner and [an
Bottiglieri) aa possible. But bet

executive producers Lee Kalchelm
and Barnet Kellman approached
him with the Idea for the series, it
struck a responsive chord.
“I took & long time wheo I wasn't
ard I found, T don’t know, I
woald call it an awareness In Mo of

the precl of each t,”
Wilder 1ays. “And they {Kalcheim
and K ) camo and told this

maaaging the ad agency
ho opened with his (riend Jack

the Chocolate Factory) and an {Gregory ltrin) and seml-
scemlagly Ln serd her-In-law, Richie
pood of a calfeine-Intake redoction  (Jake Weber), and overseelng the
{The Producers). remodellag being dane to his 18th-
But with his television series century house, there are
debut, NBC's Somnething Wilder, distractions aplenty.
the two-time Oscar nominee seems For Wilder, tha story idea
to have taken (for bim) o great, blg  couldn’t have come along at a better
gulp of poxmmaicy. time.
in the series, which airs It was in the looely, introspective
Satordays, Wilder stars as Geoo period following his late wife's
Bergman, a alightly pasi middle-age  (actress Gilda Radoer) death that
advertising executive. Gene and his  Wilder found and developed a
younger wife, Annle (Hillary B. solema appreciation of Life and
Swlih), bave abandoned the rat race  sense of carpe dlem. And when

Uttle story aboat & man who, late in
1ife, has twins.

“And I'm liatening (i) sounds -
um - sweet, It’s nice. Then they said,
‘Andifho’d had themat 26 or 7or 8
years old, It wouldn't bave been the
samae thing. (He'd) be busy worrying

don't like to usa the word fate
loouly. bt It scemed very fatalistic
10 me, that this come aboat
for me at this time inmy life and I
thought about it and 3aid yes.”
Muchule‘l‘m Hanks'
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In Big, Wilder’s
poﬂnyglolcmpmumdmd
without

frustrated and cotdated victim. The
show manages Lo thrive oo their
loving relatiorship withoat leaping’

expericoce

positive traits of falherbood,
ﬁwmammum

you {asked) mnz now,” be s2y3,
“-wdluuumumn,m
- have fraternal twim? § woald say
no,lth!nknotlm!m!mlddollh
a fantasy... If I could da it (n & mavie

“or a play o & TV show, yes. Becatse
. thes I would bave all the

‘ Tsdvantages
. 8t pight aod de

1 eculd go home
with my wife
mmu«umwumw

oltbonw averything”




