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Hot tips for
fire awareness

fyou hnd  firo tonight, do you think you'd sur-
vive? Surprisingly, most people think they
would, Yet in the United States during 1983,

4,280 civiliana died in their homoa because of a fire.

Wero they less prepared than you? Or did
they just think that a fire was something that
happens to other poople?

Fire Prevention Week was inapired by ono of
the worst fires in our nation’s history: The Great
Chicago Fire of 1871, which took 250 lives, left
100,000 homeless and deatroyed 17,430 build-
ings. In 1922, President Warren G. Harding pro-
claimed National Fire Prevention Week. Since
then, the fire service acroas America has used
this annual observation to highlight firo safety
awarencss tips,

Tho messogo was pelected to hlxhlmhl tha lu'o-
inl working have
nnd the i importance of keeping '.hn.-m working.
Beginning in the late lE‘IOI lnd carly 1980s,
many people started installing smoke detoctors in
their homes, and now fire experta are concornod
that they may be losing their effectiveness.

If your detectors are more than 10 years old,
you should replace them now. They are not ife-
time appliances. Manufscturers of smoke detec
tors indicate that a new goneration of technology
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COMMUNITY LIFE

A 1937 home

named
Biddestone has
the look, inside
and out, of an
English estate
compleze with gardens and
surrounding wooded areas.
BY DIANE GALE
STArY Wairea

SBometimes a house is moro than
brick and mortar,

Thero was a time, for instance,
that stately housea wore given
names - just Jike children - and the
architecture and grounds wero
shown the aame care as an oflapring.

Take the Biddeatano home on
what waa called Manaion Row just
enst of Farmington Road and south
of 1-686 in Farmington Hills.

In 1837, the Cotawold Manor
home was built with Indiana
Bedford limestono for Edward
Mogeman, His ancestara came to the
United States from Biddutonn.
England, and he was recreating hi
own bit of English style hero.

Tho original 40 acros has been
built over the yoars, but tho
Biddeatone estate still includes two
acres of land, many of which are
lush with English gardens and un-
touched wooded areas bursting with
wild flowers and beech maple

For the first timo aince 1968, the
house, just under 3,000 square (eet,
is on the market, Owner Jean Fox,
former Farmington Hills counv:il-
woman end mayor, is sollin

“I came in the front donr and I
know this house is what I wanted,”
Fox eaid. “As much as I love it, the
yeara aro going on. Peaple say, ‘It's
s0 beautiful, how can you bear to
part with it?

“And I have to say, ‘Thore comes
a time.’ I've loved it and I've had it
for 25 years, and maybe someone
else will love it for 25 years.”

Statoly estate: The grounds around the house, which some know simply as Biddestone, are
alive with colorful wildflowers during spring and summer. Durmg fall, the lush green

English gardens take the stage.

It won't bo the first timo Biddestone
will be viewed by the publi

Reploto with a slato roof, copper-
guttors, white oak floors and doors,
this stately home {s a mainatay on
garden walks and home tours.

‘The architect, Marcus Burrowes,
who was known for hie creations of
English Rovival-stylo buildings. He
was widely known in southeast
Michigun during the second and

This old estate home has charm, history

third docades of the 20th century.
Some of the monaions ho deaigned
can still be found in Deatroit,

. Birmingham, Albion, Dearborn and

Groass Points.

In Farmington, five homes, in-
cluding the Luman Goodenough es-
tate which is now the Longacre
Houso, wore designed by Burrowes.
Four of these Burrowea houses were
along Farmington
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Burrowes designed Biddeston P)
capture tho beauty of the surround-
ing trees and gardens seen outsifle
the casement louvered windows.

“It's like boing in a ballet,” Fox
said, looking out a sitting room winj.
dow overlooking an English gardén

th a wooded backdrop. "l'hcrca 8
ways movement with tha trees.” .

Tha pr(co1 Fox and her Renl r

d to nt for publi
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