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' Charter schools
: offer new options
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i BY ELRANORE BLUM
{ BrECuAL WRITER

+  Charter schools and tho controversy sur-

+ rounding them aro being discussed widely

+ throughout our state. | wanted to find out exact-
4 ly what is a charter school.

1 With the pasaage of Public Act 362, charter
i_schools were born in Michigan. Thoy are one of
the cornerstones of Gov. John Engler’s educa-
tional policy reformas. In his October 1993
Education Addreas to a Joint Session of the
Legistaturo he stated, “Wo are bound only by the
limits of our creativity, Charter schools could lit-
eraily redefine educational opportunity in
Michigan.”

Focusing on a particular area of study such as
science, math or journalism may be one dircction
that a charter school wants to travel. The advan-
tage, an 1 sco it, is that this new look at educa-
tion allows for a great deal of creativity and
innavation in teaching. The schools are smaller
with a very specific goal and havo greater free-
dom to try now waya of educating young peoplo.

From Dr. Daniel E. Schooley, chief deputy di-
rector, governor’s office for charter achoo!
learned that thero are several ways for o charter
school to come into being:

1. The board of & uhoot district can facilitate.
Howover, tho charter achool must operate within
the school district's boundarics.

2. An intermediato school board can facilitate.
The schoal needs to operato within the interme-
diate school district’s boundarics.

3. Tho board of 2 community callege can facili
tate. It may not grant a contract for more than
one public school academy and the achool must
operate within the boundaries of the community
college district.

4. The governing board of a state public uni-
versity can issue contracta atatewide. The char-
ter school can be located anywhero in the state.

If & achool is chartered by o collego or univer-
sity, students could attend from all over the
state teachers would not have to como from
that university. Teaching staff could be chosen
from nil educators who wish to work for that
charter school and staff would not bo affilinted
with a particular union or teacher’s association.
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'Tis the season for ho

While stores
and malls have
begun to deck
the halls for
the holiday
season, local charities are
showing their spirit with
cards and gifts that help
raise much-necded funds
for research and services.

Novombor is hero. Time to shil
gears and got ready for the biggest
family time of tho year,

And as you begin to dock the
halis and shop tho malls, remember
to talw the timo and aend your sea-
son’'s best wishes with cards that
benefit a varioty of local charities.

By buying the cards, you can make
life a little brighter for youngstors
cared for by ngoncies like the Christ
Child Socisty, Methodist Children's
Home Socioty and Angel Place to
name a fow, nrsnnlntlom thn holp

imals like the
Boclety and Michigan Animal Rescue
League, and groupe that train canines
to help the blind - Leader Dogn for the
Blind - and the physically challenged «
Pows With a Cause.

Tho carda cover o varicty of styles
from traditional religious dopictions
to atylized drawings and carica-
tures, depicting the Christmas sca-
son, and soveral groups like the
Alzhoimer'a Association also have &

ion of cards for H:

There arc several ways to find the
holiday card that's perfect for you,

Once again The Community
House and The Obsorver &
Eccontric Nowspapera are co-spon-
saring the Holiday Card Disolay and
Salo Day 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 8, at The Community House,

Boe SCHOOLS, 15A

8ce CARDS, 15A

g out:
season measagc A box of $25 is $17.60.
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