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POINTS OF VIEW

Ballot plan offers way to preserve quahty of life

n Nov, 8 voters in Farmington
Hﬂll will have the opportunity
to vote on an important lasue, If
' approved, it can have a far-reaching
mpact on the future direction and
character of our city.

‘The propesition that tho voters will
bo asked to voto on is: “Shall the City
Charter of the City of Farmington Hills
be amended to permit the levy of an
additional tax not to exceed 5 percent
or .5 mills of State Equalized Vsluo. for
a perfod of five years, the taxes to be
used only for tha uquilltlon of devel-
opment rights and/or real propesty and
the malintenance thereof within the
City.”

Pleass note that what iz being asked
for is the authority to levy one-half mili
for five years. This millage would en-
shlo the city, over five years, to gen-
erato $8 million. This is & large sum of
monoy, but as we're all aware, land in
our city has grown considerably in val-
ue. If wo are truly to Impact somo key
parcels in the community, in an effort

to prosorve the charactor of the city as
we want it to be, then wnmhlnz like
this ls going to have to be dove.

Somo have asked If this is & .ow con-
cept. The anawer of course [ “n0.” In
fact, twice in the near recent past, the
city has exerclsed rights to buy proper-
ty to resolve land litigation issues to
prevent developments from occurring.

In 1090, the city acquired a parce! of
property near Northwestern and 13
Mils to sottlo a lawsuit and to prevent
office dwolnpmcnl o!‘lhs!»rm of

to WA subdi-

vislon,

Agnin, in 1992, at the behest of the
Springtand subdivislon, the city
bought property to settle a tawsuit
where the court had ruled [n
favor of construction of an offica build-
ing on Orchard Lake Road just south

of }-696.

BILL CO3TICK |

a mil for 10 years to provide funding
for the protection of natural resources
through land acquisition.

As recont as this past August, a sim-
{lar {ssue was on the ballot in Peninsu-
1a Townsh{p, Grand Travorse County,
which many of you may know as Old

One
ch(mm‘ submitted a llmllu ballnt
proposal to the electorate in 1988 to
provide the suthority to the city to levy

Misalon Point. Thers the voters ap-
proved a 1.26 mill levy for 16 years that
will raiea more than $6 million. The
purpose of this special millage was to

ln ww. the Phnnlu Commisalon,
along with the city’s planning consult-
ants, u k an analysis of the
city's land uso at that time, The results
of that study indicated that approxi-
mately 12 percont of the city’s land

area remained vacant.

What's significant about that 12 per-
cont is that one could surmise, and
we've o this, that many of the
parcels of property that have remained
vacant, ere some of the most difficult
to develop.

‘This could either be true because of
the ownership pattern or for whatever
reason that has caused the property to
remain vacant. What may be signifi-
cant-hore is that the proposed half-mil
might bo useful in controlling growth,
limiting the extent or expansion of fu-
ture office or commercial growth and

’| could become a most useful resource to

prevent unwanted growth.
Many citizens have asked how the
half- mlll incroazs would affoct their tax

0w

billa. Bxample: nllOOOOGhamn- ‘
sessod at $50,000 would wuddl
uomlmlndtyma“lhll

W=|lhin¢ tlw vntod rights of proper-
sy abut
commercial, industrial or other land
uses against the desires of the general |
public can be a most difficult task.

The courts have not halped much in
this area and the over the past
decads has boen to move to a situstion .
where municipalities are held liable for
monotary damages when delays bo-
csuse otlmudnn can be put into
monetary terms and damages.

The proposition that will appearon
the November ballot, as & factual mat-
tor, will offer the opportunity to the
voters to provide the city with moaey
that it could use to develop a plan to
acquire key parcels i the city that
could achleve what the commuanity
foels is important at this time, to pre-
serve the character and quality of lifo
that so many have talked about forthe .
past sevoral years, B

LETTERS

A Wolf fan

ounty Commisaloner Donn Wolf
is ano of the best known and
most active public officiala in
the Farmington arca. He is always
there constantly working, not just for
us but with us, for better government
and a better community.

:That is why I read in wonderment
Mr. Lopes's remark that he does not
know Commiasioner Donn Wolf. Per-
haps, as a very young student, Mr. Lo-
pez haa just not been involved enough
in the communlty. Let mo help.

If you want to know about Commis.
sioner Donn Wolf start with a visit to
the Farmington Hilla City Hall. You
will see his picture on the wall taken in
1982 whon he served &3 one of the best
mayors Farmington Hills has ever had.

Then look at the picture of our first
Natural Beauty Road (Howard Road).
Donn Wolf lod the citizen movement
that created Natural Beauty Roads in
our city.

‘This was a positive ste]

;;nmn a model ordinance for other cit-
8.

Then, know that your city taxes are
among the Jowest in the state uso
Donn Wolf led the citizenas fight to low-
er taxes three times, Today, as a coun-
ty commiseioner, ho is still fighting for
fower tax rates.

Visit the Senlor Citizen Conter
whore Donn Wolf, along with hundreds
of seniors, worked to keop the center's
programs and budgets under local con-
trol. Or just stop in for lunch sometime
and you will probably find Donn Wolf
thero visiting and working with sen-
{ors.

‘When you sce a Neighborhood
Watch sign on any one of our atroets,
know that Donn Wolf, along with Po-
lice Chief John Nichols, began that en.
tire operation to help keep our homes
and streeta safe,

If you want to meet Commissioner
Donn Wolf, Mr, Lopez, join and partic-
{pate in Farmington Familles In Ac-
tion, Fuminmn Youth Asajstance,
Hills Intera.

with neighbors and other omdah to
preserve the beauty and natural envi-
ronment that we enjoy today; and it be-

Lack of gatekeepers opens world
of talk radio to no-basis views

guess it was two or three years ago that I first
went on talk radlo, first on Denny McLaln's
Y show and then sovoral times on David New. ¢

fhan's,

; 1had written hing or other Infl

gency Goum:ll the Farmington 125 An-
niversary Committee, Lawrence Tech-
nological Univeraity Advisory Commit.

‘| tee, the Michigan and National

Associations of Counties. You will find
Commissioner Wolf there and I am
sure ho will bo glad to show you
around. Better yet, Mr. Lopet, attond a
County Commission meeting (thoy are
held at the Court House in Pontiac)
and you will see Commissioner Woll
working for us as Chair of the Airport

Committee, Vice Chair of tho General
G G ’ (W

and

Reader responds

n his letter in tho Oct. 27 edition of

the Farmington Observer, Barry L.

Brickner, treasurer, Breshgold for
Congress Committes, treasurer, Vicki
Barnett for State Senate Committee,
offered me, “Some helpfu! info.”

He did so in response to my letter,

of the key Finance Committes plus

many other subcommittees at which he |.

spends so much time working on our
behalf.

It is no wonder that Donn Wolf is
the only candidats in the 19th Com-
missioner District to reccive o “Pro-
ferred and Well Qualified” rating from
the Civic Searchlight. Mr. Lopez did
not carn any rating.

Whether lt'a a tax bill, a traffic light,
a police matter or a veteran, sonlor ora
young person with a problem Commis-
sioner Donn Wolf ia alwaye there.
Donn Wolf is the Citizena Commis-
sioner and that is why so many of us
will bo vating for him thia fall.

Paul R, Bowerby, Farmington Hills

published in the Oct. 20 Observer.

Yes, Mr. Brickner, ] am Congress.
man Joe Knollenberg’s campaign
treasurer, and when acting in that rep-
nwnmﬁw capacity, I state the fact
cle

However, when I speak or writo my
own personal opinions, as I did in my
Oct. 20 letter, I speak for no ono other
than myself. I do not clear my opinions
with anyone, and I do not feel the nead
to puff myself up with a title, as you
apparentty do.

" Itis obvi i irate to im-

A Brick

chose the op

and inaccurate assumption in a clumsy
attempt to twist my words contrary to
their plain meaning, and then to insin-
uat.o that his lnumremuon enmdwtad

It was helpful, however, for Mr.
Brickner to note that Robert Byrd is
the Democrats’ former Senats majority
leader, and Georgo Mitchell is their
current Senats majority leader.

1 elso note that Mr. Brickner did not
dispute the fact that the former more
than doubled the coot of the Earth.

.| quake Relief Bill by nddh:xSG hi|lliup

in lated pork to that
measure, and the latter did nothing to
curb the unrelated spending.’

By tho use of his titles, Mr. Brickner

candidates and their campaign com-
mittees.

we to assume therefore that his

ply that you spenk for another when
you are not authorized to do so and aro
stmply stating personal views,

seo nothing wrong with
porking-up 2 humanitarian bill?

Robert L. Hallmark, Scuthfield

ry In this column, and the producer called me to
arrange a broadcast time, I sat in my offics,on .
the phone, with McLaln or Nowman inthestu- |
dio fielding calls and turning them over to me.

1 remomber being surprised at how free the
callors — mostly white males, I gathered, In i
many cases on car phones — felt to expresa

Join

8 award nomince

actor Joseph
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e ¥ explore  thought
provoking questions and
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of an inspirational new film

Emmy

thoir anger about what was going on. Part of it, I
suppase, came from the liberating effoct of
anonymous dhunu that a call-in show pro-
vides,

Butpartis something much deeper, some.
thing that has incroasingly been on my mind as
o come down to the Last few days before the
1994 election.

“Talk radio is a new modium, just as new as
rodio was [n the '30s and TV In the *50s. And a
big part of the history of politics in thls country
Is the lwtyofsmpoopln lumin' tousea

radio in the old days were those the producer
thought were newsworthy. The only way to get
onto TV ia for a news director to considoer you
(or the ovent in which you are involved) import-
ant. And, of course, the way stories get into
newspapers like this is for editors to make a
judgment that the story is nowsworthy enough
to print.

Producers and newa directors and editors all
function as gatekeepers to the media. As such,
they not only make judgmonts about who and

who has a history of

new medium for ] effect.
what are important, but they also perform a
Consider President Franklin R "—-"h° derating role. Somebod,
d radlo and p 11y entered

ty living room in the country in his fireside
thats. Or think of Preaident John Kennedy,
who combined a niroble wit with the new modi-
Inn of television to create a national Impact
with his pnu conferences, only to be outdone
Ronald Rupn s acting talent (not to men-
tion his hand) inite skill at
media events, perfectly made for ™)
* Sowhen l first stumbled onto talk radio, I
. wondared how long it would take for somebody
to figure out how to exploit it politically, Thea 1
Hatenad to Rush Limbaugh sometine [n 1692,
It didn’t take long to figure the 1994 election
would be a doosy.
It has turned out that way, but with a very
. special quallty of personal savagery that makea
this campaign cestainly the nastiest Iover have

experisnced.
" Here's why: It isn't that the politiclans sud-

- danly are nastler. It's the underlylng effects of
new madium.

. i ‘Talk radjo is remarkable for many reasons,
hltnpochlly 20 becauss t&m areno F“:i
h!wn lhndl between the smotions an

3 s folh and ﬂu

E Mhﬂnmdnm
: 'l\bhmmmuulymlnhw*on

al

d

lying just won't be allowod to appear on tradi-
tional news media. A person who makes a per-
foctly absurd charge or passes a violently per-

- examine what the cvents of

this century may be revealing
to us. Learn of the startling
revelations of Jesus Christ to
a young Polish nun in the
heart of Poland and the
incredible message of Mercy

given to her for the world.
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sonal remark wiil quickly find a k sot-
ting the record straight or finding an
authoritative parson to rebut it

But with the new medium of talk radio, there
are no gatekeepers. Certainly the host of the
show anawers the calls and cuts off any cbsceni-
ty. But the hoat does not protend to judge the
accuracy of the clalms, nor the legitimacy of the
charges, nor the factual basle for the emotlons

expro g .

Thin has brought a fundamental change toa
growing part of our national discourse. The
opinions of any person, Informoed or not, are as
valid on talk radio as the whimsy of anybody
else. Some may think this has democratized our
politics; other may think It has debased them.
But It is certalnly different.

‘Which Is why thla campalgn keeps sounding
alot like a croas between The National Eaquir
erand an amumnt between 6-year-olds:

“Liarl” “No, you're the Har"

"Tha medium is the message,

PAil Powsr is chairman of the company that
owna this newspapir. His Touch-Tone voice
mail number is (313) 853-2047, ext. 1890. .
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From Man'an
Commum‘mn‘ann
» Drew M. produ
wcrlaimed lllm- A‘iamu zp-mm. of the
3oh Conury e Bevanio:
Land of Grocr.

_ Saturday, November5 1994
- 7p.m. at the
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Blessed Fanstina
Kownlaha 1903-1538 s
Hosted by:

 John Kruse, coord :
Do Mercy lnxmmd <DMI| \

s " Tickets available at all Ticketmaster Centers W@:‘m
Vil eopy of and box office the day of the event. s R .
Ticket Prices CALIORTHATR L e
Film Premier $25
Film Premiere and Reception (nisck-tie optionali....... $75

Thirty-five dollars of cack Premicre/Reception ticket is a Charitale Donation.

+ LIMITED S8BATING *

-Reception at Fox & Hounds after Movie and Presentations .




