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Halloween fest.

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
Brary Wrees
ason toting an axs or Fred-
dle Krueger bearing hia
claw-liko naila wouldn't
have made Parmington Hallow-
cen Pest organizors jumpy.

Any weatherman predicting
rain Saturday would have.

Unlike last year’s insugural
event, there were no showers this
time. The fright fest took one
Frankenstein step forward in its
second year.

Parmington Downtown Devel-
opment Authority Director Judy
Downey cald 1,600 kids went
trick-or-treating Saturday morn-
- ing. Another 250 people wers
lined up for cach froe film whow-
ing at the Civic Theatre,

“Tho great Indian chief that

looks over Halloween oventa
must have been amiling over us
thia year,” Downey sald. “it was
just a wonderful time."”

The purpose of the daylong
event is to bring people down-
town. That it did.

The Basketball Court had kids
pouring through its now
sportswoar business on Grand
River. They shot free throws for
discounts on merchandins.

They also cleaned up on tho '

swoct stuff.

"It went pretty well,”
owner Cari Thomas, “Boy, wo
started with a thousand pieces of
candy and by 11:30 (e.m.) we
wero out. We bad to go out and

get moro,
*Wo had to refill twice.”

Dresscd for the day: Sisters Brooke (right) and Whitney Miller and their dog Malcomb sport costumes for the

Happy Halloween
Festivalgoers have frightfully good time

Scary sceno: Downtown Farminton is full of caple
celebrating Holloween. They include Dave Pence
wheeling his daughter Lucy. N

Counting the spots: Above, Samantha Hadded, a
Farmington Hills 3-year-old, has a pat and a kind
word for a Dalmatian. At left, in case you can't tell,
Alexandra Grossi is dressed as a hippie, while her
brother E.J. Grossi is a punk rocker.

City DDA banking on loan
fot improvement projects

.
'

*'the bank by

By Larny O'CoNnNORt
Brary Wrren

Tho Farmington Downtown De-
velopment Authority will borrow
$100,000 to pay for capital im-
provement projecta.

." ‘The DDA needs the money In
Dec. 31 to comply

: with a new law, which allows the
\ recapture of tax incroment

finance revenue (TIF) from school
property taxes.

Public Act 280 enables cities
and DDAs to collect TIF revonus
for only those projoects already un-
der way. Construction contracts
have o be signed and the money

: nvnllknbla by the cutoff date to

ualify,
The DDA board approved and

! sent qut bida for strectacspe im-

rovement proj on Grand Riv-
zr and Ubtny}:::; the removal of

a house for a picaic area on Ore-.
hard Streot.

“It's si! a timiog Issue,” sald
City Manager Frank Lauhoff.
“We have to have this done by the
end of the year."

Proposal A cut off $125,000 in
TIF revenue to the DDA. To
make it up, the DDA levied a 8.5-
mil) special assessment on down-
town busincases.

The special asscasment will be
lowered accordingly if the city can
capture additional rovenue,
DDA officials sald.

The DDA capects to collect
$69,000 from local school tazes,
That's roughly half tho monoy
gencrated in the Central Busineas
District by tho 18 mills lovied for
Toca! schools.

Mors TIF revenue will allow
the DDA to make good on lts

promise to downtown business
owners for streetscaps improve-
ments, hauhoff safd.

‘The money would likely have to
be borrowed from an outside
source. The city cannot lend it be-
cause Proposal A limited nssosa-
ment growth, Lauhoff said.

The DDA gave final approval to
the threo projecta at a special
moseting Oct. 18,

The house on Orchard Street
will be demalished and the land
renovated. A sheltered picnlc area
with a berm will be put in; DDA
Director Judy Downey said.

The arca can be converted for
parking if noeded, she added.
Coat of the project [a $33,000.

“Right now there's parking
there that's under-utitizad," Dow-
noy said.

Development authority OKs
3.5-percent raise for director

By Lanny O'CoNroR

BrAYY WRITIR

Tha Farmington Downtown De-
velopment Authority spproved &
3.5-percent ralsa for Its director,
udy Downsy.

ofa
le approved for the
te

Downey also recelves on sddl. -
tional $1,100 = year as part
- achedul

'Jn‘dnsaa dl;octor. Ithink  famors market on Saturday 1o
udy has done an out- {0 T RS I o
1ot and has been involved in ro-
m.ml:':g Illolzlforl?y“’. cruiting new businesses down-
8 CIRY. town.
. . The 3.6-percent coat of living
lﬁl))m gemnch {“nhm-:{ntyh a similar o&'w given to
by ar " -
o a1 vl that
tol 1] fore
come a fixture In the communl- lnfflnauu should be based on
" petformance.
wDawnq. 67, was hired a8 DDA Last year, the DDA approved a
director in October 1992, She for the

worked In a similar poasition In

Mo saversl
os her artival, Jn—
motions have bean added, includ-
ing this past Saturday's Hallow-
eon Peat. She's also started a

starting salary of $32,000
diroctor's position, with $1,100 in-
creasca annually for three yoars.

“I sppreciats the su]
Downey aaid. “I enjoy the Job very
n;ud': « ++ It's 8 vory nice commu-
nlty.”

People spend 30 much Ume planning life's
litthe necessities. Yet one of the most impor-
tant - famlly health planning - olten gets

Providence Hospital's Physic
you find a doclor - quickly and easily. Just call and

You hunted 3 months for anewcar,

Youtook 1 year to planyour vacation.
Youspent2 years researching your childs preschool.

Take S mitutes and got yourfamilya good doctor.

fell us what's Important to you. We'll con-
nect you with a Providence physiclan
- who suits your needs. Well even schedule
an appointment for you tight then, Call our toll iree
Monday through Friday, 8 am to 5 pm.
Ir s this easy, why put it off any knger?
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