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POINTS OF VIEW

Straightening out court weighs in as major issue

The bls state llbnu of tha future nev-

ury w,iu knees, and the cutlylng 82.6 .

orwasd Y inthe never got their money.
J“&“{'{:‘“"’d 1994 campaign. In tho last budget, outatats lawmak-

How to pay for them. How to deploy
the judges, And how to fix the Friend of
the Court office which handles child
support payments under the direction
of elreult judges,

*Those are very good quostions, It's
golng to be a very active fssue,” Gov.
John Engler told me during an inter-
view late [n the campalgn.

The courts have three separate prob-
lems, [ the same way that the pugllc-
schools issue of recent years was sover-
al problems -~ such as too little money
in some districts, poor quality, high
property assessments, and abuso of
unlon power. Wo'd best salve all three
court [ssues at once.

1. Money for outstate courts, Pub-
lic Act 438 of 1980 sot up full state
funding of Wayne County Circuit
Court, Detroit's 36Lh District Court
and Detroit Recorders Court. Full state
funding of other courts was to follow.
But a rocession brought the ntate treas-

ers tried to [nsert a littlo money for
subu; and cutatate courts, Ina
couple of weeks, lawmakora will wrestle
‘with the problem again. But remember;
Englor has whacked $1.8 billion out of
an $8 billion budget in his first term,
80 there's not a lot of cash to pass out.
2. Deployment of fudges. At pres-
ent Michigan has four kinds of trial
courts: 179 circuit judges, for major civ-
il trials, divorces and criminal cases;
107 probate judges, for probating of
wills, juvenile casce, noglect and adop-
tion of children; 29 recordors judges,
who handle cﬂmlml cases [n Detroit;
and 259 district judges, who handle
small civi! cases and misdemeanors.

“In some communities, we have too
many judges for too fow casos; [n oth-
ors, 0o few judges for too many cases,”
Engler said, The political problem is

t the Legislature won’t eliminate
Jjudges' jobs where there are too few
cases,

And Engler won't agroe to adding

@ Thoe courts have three
gseperate problems, a the
same way that the public-
schools Issus of rocent
yosrs was sevoral prob-
loms - such &5 too lite
monay in some districts,
poor quality, high property
assossments, and abuse of
unlon power. Wa'd best
solvo all three courtissues
atonce.

more judges in places like the Nosth-
ville-Plymouth-Canton district or the
Farmington-area dlll.rlct unlcu judcu
Jjobs are elimina “We've

complaint to voice it to a judge, the

way ho can holler at a city council or

county board mesting under the Open
Act. County boards don't pay

created no dhuictjudmhlpn since
I've been governor,” he said,

Alot of legal uhohu think wo need
only one “trial court.” Just do away
with the artificia) jurisdictional bound-
aries between them. *Any solutlon,”
Engler agreed solemnly, “involves sort-
ing out the jurisdictions.”

It may not be so difflicult. For years,
our district judges have been riding the
clrcuit judges in tho county seats; the
circuit judges have been halping out on
the Court of Appeals. A single “'trial
court” would allow pooling of work as-
signments for our judges.

3, Friend of the Court, State Sen.
Robert Geake, R-Northville, was bom-
barded with hundreds if not thousands
of complaints from people who deal
with the Friend of the Court over child
support collections and payments. He
held a series of 10 public hearings
across the state.

FOCa report to tho chief circuit
judge. It's hard for & citizen with a

umucbsﬂzndontnFOCuthcydom

get to
" Geske's solution: Put FOC under the
direction of county boards, not judges.
Judges shouldn't try to be administra-
'.on mywny I'm sure Geake is 100 per-

t right.

Bul clrcuit fudges, being vain, are
likely to belk at any reduction of their
Jjealously guarded autherity. The woy
out, obviously, Is to reorganize the
Friend of the Court at the same time
‘wo szt up a single trial court, and do
that at the samo time we solve the
problem of full state funding of the tri-
al courts.

Let's soe if John Engler and the
Gang in Lansing can do for the courta
in 1995-6 what they did for all the
schools with Proposal A.

‘T¥m Richard reports regularly on the
local implications of state and regional
events. His Touch-Tone voice mail

number iz (313) 953-2047, Ext. 1880.30

LETTERS

Stay In touch

- Nov. 2, an organizational
meeting was held at the Farm.
ington Hills Library of a group

to support thoss members of Farming-
ton Hills City Council who are targets
of a recall effort. Whether one lu faror
againat the recall, it is i to

2. The notice alleges that “'a special
intorest group haa been trying to intim-
idate these City Council membera ,
who havo boen steadfast in thelr efforts
to protect the community from the un-
reasonable demands of tho special in-
terest group."”

’l'hc fmplication here is that the

look at the wordlng of the notico of that
mecﬁng

1. The would-be organization called
itself Citizena to Save our City. In fact,
the recall is directod simply against
some individual members of the City
Council. That they should oquate their
ondangerment with that of the city ro-
minds me of the absolute monarch
Louls XIV of France, who said, “L'etat,
Clest moi” (“] am the state™, Is that
what a few years on the City Council

" {s the entire city. In fact,
uﬁll;inzn PUD is conditioned on its
“resulting in an improvement to the
public health, safety and welfare of the
area affectod. The people whose volce
these council members have igno

are residents of that area. To call them
a “'special interest group™ is a misuse
of that term, which is usually applicd
to lobbyists and others with political or
financial interesta — such as political-
1y well-connected developers,

3, The invitation continues: *Please

from this special interest group that is
#o Intent on tearing our community
apart for their own selfish intoresta.”

‘This is the third use of “special in-
terest group” in fiva sentences. The
writer of thoe invitation “doth protest
too much, methinks." The szame goes
for ‘tearing tho community apart™ and
“aclfish intercsta,”

4. The last paragraph reads: ' The fu-
ture of Farmington Hills could be very
different if this self serving group man-
ages to remove our council and roplace
it with thelr emotional, inexperienced,
self serving candidates.”

Remove whoso council? And how can
the writer of the invitation describe as
yet unknown candidates in any way?
And then there is “self serving’ used
twice in ope sentence. I think I am be-

does to folk electad to it?

meet withusand. .

. rescue our city

Single-issue‘groups block

progress on state concerns

he election of 1994, certainly ono of the
? most tumultuous and angry in my mem-
I ory, is finally over.

Now that the votes have been counted and
the dust is settled, I sense threo major underly-
irig trenda which will drive the evolution of our
pblitical system for years to como.

11,0ur political and governmental system is
nbw s0 eomplu. 0 ﬁllod with chocks and

blocking vetoes by
dbwrmlnod lingle lesue groups lhn !z lu now
to

1

t
dnna No mndnr most voters foel helpless and

Consider just two recent cxamples, one large
and one small, Chartar lchooll are among the
oat promising I n Michigan educa-
on. When the people ofMlchIpn passed Pro-
osal A, they authorized creation of a number of
xperiments, from the dublious (the Noah Web-
ler Academy, a home school network) to the
admirable (tho academy at Wayne State Uni-
VPnlty. almod st Inner city youth).

.| Predictably, those with most to lose from a
lqu manopoliatic school system sued. And last

k Ingham County Circult Judge Willlam
llette threw out the baby with the bath water

by ruling that ali charter schools are unconsti-
tptionat, nocessitating ondlesa appeals and
robably killing some of the most promising
3
DA um-.hor friond roports that students in her
tJaas no longer don costumcs for Halloween be-

L3R5 IR - ]

H How many candidates did you

got a chance to look In the eye

g:t:’u‘ this campalgn? Not many,
ot.

in the New York Timea. “They're in & complete
ly different world. They aren't somebody you
would want to socialize with.”

3, Enough people feel frustrated enough wit.
the workings of the pmunt lylum ‘.o provide
tho

ditions fora
Maybo,

One of the striking things about this ycar's
eloction was how well Jon Coon ran as the Li-
bertarian candidate for the U.8. Senate. Third
party candidates typically do very badly in our
political aystem, but Coon's showing this yoar
the same kind of yearning for some-

chuse a small group of parents p d to the
okhool board, claiming that Satanism was being
shnctioned when kida drossed up.
'} 2 Pollitical rohl.lnmhlpl havo c\-olwd from
the and | to the
thhemera of tho 30-socond TV spot. No wondar
thout voters feel manipulatad and alicnated.
'} Inthe mo-'l'V dm, umpa.l;nlnx was con-
lucted up ck
halking door to door, making thnlr spooches be-
ore audiences of real peoplo, trying to snswer
bal questions.
No longer. Speeches are out; 30-second spots
e In, Eventa are staged for media consump-
on; quastions are How many can-
ld-h-d!dywpuchmwlook in thosys
furing this campalgn? Not nuny. 1'd bet.
+1'All this prod ct be-
ween voters and candidates whm persona
'.‘ullllh almost entirely of electronlc Image.
“They’ra not the same type of day to day people
+. 88 you or me,” said a warehousa worker quoted

-4.;~.L..---.,~q.-°.

thlng new that produced all thoss votes for Ros
Perot two years ago.

1 wouldn't be aurprisod to ase fundamental
stresses shako In Michigan's political system
over the next few ., . Engler may have
‘won a landslide, but he'll have a tough time
governing in the conter and simultaneously
keoping the Religious Right In the GOP. And
there are plenty of Democrata who think their
party will remain brain dead as longasitis as
dominated by organized labor as it Is todsy.

‘Who knows? Wo W wind up with a Repub-
lican Party d by the Religious Right,

ginning to know the writer. I have

heard him speak from the council desk
in City Hall,

5. Finally, the invitation exhorts:
““Thia may be the most important
meeting you attend this year. Pleass be
there.”

Sinco the meeting was held in the
public library, somo observers dropped
in. A few members of the council were
there, but only four or five other people
showed up, and the meeting folded. Is
this indicative of the extent to which
these council members are in touch
with their constituents?

Robert Gardon, Farmington Hills

Lot them know

ecently, it was announced that
th:.{‘lauoud Institutes of

th recommended that feder-

Sapfs S

+piscount oft toguio!
: ols onty.
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al tax dollars be used to support the
research of the Human Embryo Re-
search Panel, which would create
human embryos for the sole purposs of
experimentation,

‘They tried to assure us, however,
that these embryos would be destroyed
at the age of two wecks, just before tho
spinal column appears,

Havo we all gone mad? Has society
sunk 30 low that we will now fund the
creation and destruction of human
lives in the name of research? It ap-
pears that nothing is sacred any more
~— not even human life.

If you arc against this typa of “‘re-
search” at taxpayer espense, then let
our congressmen and the NIH hear
about it. National Institutes of Health,

Attn: Human Embryo Research Panel,

9000 Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD
20892.
Lynn L. J_nhnr.h. Farmington Hills

the Democratic Party run by organized labor
and liberals and some kind of coalltion between
moderates of both parties uneasily oocupying
the center.

PAil Power is chairman of the company that
oiwns this newspaper. His Touch-Tone voice
mail number is (313) 933-2047, Ext. 1850,
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