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doors to bands

fee serving the locel and national music

scene for more than five years, Finney's

Pub abruptly closed its doors Wednesday,
Oct. 19. Owner Paul Judd sold tho bar to Defohn
Mafale, formerly of the Whitney, Rattleanake
Club and Park Place restaurants. He and ex-
‘Whitnoy sous chef Wemer “Oge™ Dalkan are reno-
vating the main and upper floors and plan on
opening a restaurant in April that is “a lot more
upper acale than Finney's,” catering toward Oz-
chestea Hall patrons, Mafalo satd.

‘The cozy pub closed without notice, infuriating
bands and Sue Summers of Static Network who
bas booked giga at the club for five ysars, She had
banda scheduled to play there through November,
Summers sent out letters to the pross lambasting
Judd for not notifying her of the closing until
around Oct. 21. Bands llke Majesty Crush, Goober
& The Peas, Cathouso, Teunam!, and Heatmiser
started off their caroers there,

Summers was stil] roeling from the ovents and
wan uncamflortable talking about it. Mafals, a
friond of Sutnmers, feels for her,

“I can understand why she was upset but thers
waa nothing that could be done. You can't let the
whole world know that you might close. He'd bave
no bmineu." Mafalo said. Judd hes moved to

higan and was {lable for com-

ment.

esplte having record support for the first
time, punk rockera Gas Huffer will be hap-
Py to get home,

“In siz woeks, wa'll bo home for one week. We'll
work on repairing our relationships,” said a grog-
gy, hall-aslecp Don Blackstone, bassist and back.
ing vocalist.

Gra Hufler is one of the long list of acts on Epl-
taph Records’ roster who are carning respect since
the succesa of Iebelmates the Offapring. Black-
stone sald there's no nimoaity between any of the
bands on the label.

“I'm real bappy for The Offspring. Thelr suc-
o l-':!u got nothin' bad to

The band will visit tho area Saturdsy, Nov. 19,
1o play St. Andrew's Hall in Detroit with The
Crampe. At first glance, that may seem like a bi.
buml bill, but Blackstone said it's very compati-

e, .

“The music fits in fine. That'a one thing that
I've always (thought). We've nover bad any prob-
lem aitting in with different kinds of bands. . .
{t's not like wo're The Offspring. They havosucha
defined sound.”

If you have a question or 6 comment for Christi-
mﬂhaak(!l))w 2047, mailbox No.

na Fuoco,
21Monn&nuch

Finney’s closes
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alternapop .
band the dt’s
~— Marc Nis- -

chan, Tom }
Taylor, Blair

Darling and
Randy Farlin
— while
mulling over
a few record
deals, will
play locally
twice this
month in
Ann Arbor.

dt’s hangs on to Michigan roots

They honed their skills nightly, playing their

“We talked to o few labels and got

original muslc in bars around East Lansing. Now, 20 offer from an independent label
that go with,” Taylor said.
the dt's have a publishing/dovelopment contract  “Rignt now. wo're just "ﬁn;'w o
and are on to making demos, dolng tours and if something else happens.”
looking for record contract. * When esked if he preferrod a major
or lpde-pend:nt label, Taylor sounded
BYTODD WICKS ting the band bo seen.” indifferent.
SrraaL Warea

1f it helps, think of the East Lans.
Ing music scene aa a bascbell fiold
with dozens of players, most knowing
that once achoo! is over their playing
days aro, too. But thers are others
with a dream of making it in the big
leagues, who try very hard to catch
the scouta’ eyes with their talent.

Now take the dt's, slogging it out
night after night, playing original mu-
sic in bars to crowda toward
‘Top 40 cover banda, That Is, until
this year. Now you could say the dt's
aro headad for the minors.

Last March, the four-man
from East l..nnlln‘ signed a wh]hh
ing/development tonmmt with
anur-cluppell Mua:

“Basically, it means d:uy pay for
demos and tour support,” sald Tom
Taylor, the band's singer/guitarist.
“They take care of what you need as a

It certainly didn't hurt the dt's —
who recently finfshed a tour of Cali-
fornia that anluded staps at the leg-
endlry Whiskey and Roxy clubsa— to

be picked as umifmdlnu in Musi-
clan magarins's Best Unaigned Band
competition in July.

“Wo honestly don't know how we
wore cntered Into that,” Taylor said.
“I don't know how [t all tumned out,
but whenever you're written up in a
major publication, it definitely helps
the press kit."

Wamer-Chappell is alzo serving a
mor;- important function for the

“Beyond the money, they shop us
around to labels and try to get us get
involved with the right people,” be
sald. “That's the main thing, that
connection,”

In fact, the band — which also in-
cludes bassiat Blair Darling,

“There are pros and cons to both,”
he said. “There are a lot of crappy
bands on big labels and a lot of crap-
py banda on small labels, too. A lot of
big labels pay for bands because they
think you're going to be the next Nir-
vana or something.

“To me, it depends on if the labels
you hook up with is into your music.
That really matters.”

More recently, the dt's (described
by Taylor aa “if Husker Du and
Crowded House had a baby, it'd be
us.”) have demoed 11 songs for their
forthcoming album.

“We've gone way over budgot as far
as demos,” Taylor sald. *(Wo record)
at White Room Studios in Detroit.
‘They like our band, and since they
know whers our money's coming
from, they don't have to worry about

band, but it's not like we'va gotten drummer ‘arlin and guitarist getting pald.
big advances to live off of. We still Nischan — at least “If the indio thing pans out, which
have to work, but this money is let- one offer. it looks like it will in tho winter, we'll

take the best 10 songs and put those
out.”

Although slowly working their way
to tho big time, the dt's bave no plans
on Jeaving Bast Lansing.

“We're staying here,” Taylor ef-
firmed. “Wae've been out to Calif

seen it, and honestly don't kike it too
mauch. We're all Midwestern pecple at
heart, 80 wo'll be eround for awhile.”

For awhile, it was doubtful that the
dt’s would be the first generation of
dE::lL Lansing bands to get & record

“There are a lot of banda that get
more press, have more nototiety —
‘The Verve Pipe, Groove Spoon, the
Hannibals,” cited Taylor. “These’s
alwaya been banda more popular than
us in town. I don't know i we're not
as acceasible for what . . , but I don’t

feel bad about being the next big ©

thing. It's better than nothing."

The dt's play the Blind Pig, 206-208
S. First St., Ann Arbor, on Satuniay
Nov. 19, with

13)

Monday, Nou. 21, to play Rick’s, 611
Church St. For more information, call
(313) 896-2747.
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Enjoylng success in the Detroit music scene in
the late ‘801 was nothing new to a band called
Robb Roy. The five-piece rock ensemble had even
made some waves in & national talent search in
lmt?l and pigqued the interest of some major record
abels.

However, as the '00s dawned, a rocording daal

- did not materializs, and Robb Roy disbanded to

work on other projects.
End of story? Hardly.
Roy was to turn Detrolt on its car again.
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with mate-

and
kind of stuff yunuuWamudw
old materia) and sctually record it because we nev-

Kevin Pruett
bassist
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new
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eald. “By recording, we've boen able to listen to
‘what we're doing and be more critical about 18, and
then, dacide whore the band s headsd. Ws don't
try to write ‘because wo know what's golng to

Busan Laoan

‘wa' Immediate to plans center on the release of the EP,

. l‘We'll keep Dotrollt asourhome  lmmeCaton Y4ue Samter o the releage ot u-m B

base, but we are going to try a salute to one of Kudreiko's neighbors who
whatever it takee to be noticed.’
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dropped in bwumdymthomup;;mlauu .
will sarvo as a record releasa party. Robb Roy bopes
to record and

that EP salos can ralse en:
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“We'll kowp Detroit 2 our home base, bat we are :
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“W.nh.lklulbout tional here,” Ku.
dreiko addad. “But now, wete jum:nﬂ:g
on belng a band and having longevi

Robb Roy will

with Broken
Moisture on ﬁ ID. ot Lill's, m%mb.
more information, call

Songe
sall. We write songs about what affects us.”
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