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St. Mary’s captures Class CC crown, 35-7

BrBiL PArxzx
STary Wama

Scott Stewart missed his first
ame of the season Saturday, but
the senior linebacker from Ore-
bard Lake St. Mary's did all be
could to assure his toam of a vie-

tory.

Stewart, second on the team in
tackles with 44, broke bis leg in
two places last weekend in St
Mary's semifinal victory over
Montrose. With his leg in a cast
to his waist, Stewart pavigated
the sideline in a wheelchair Sat-
urday at the Puntiac Silverdome
and gave St. Mary’s an emotional
boost as the Eaglets won the
Claas CC state champicnship
with & 35-7 victory cver Constan-
tine. [t is the second siats cham-
pianship for the Eagiets, who won
the Class C title in 1977.

“We didn't see him (Stewart)
until we walked out on the fHeld
{or warmups,” said senlor capain
Phil Lira. “When we did seo bim
he was yelling and cheering and
we pot pumped up even mare. He
told us to take it to them, pot let
up, play four quarters and win it
He gave us an emational lit."

‘When the championship trophy
was presented to St. Mary's fol-

lowing the conclusion of the
game, Stewart was one of the fimt
1o holst the trophy sbove his head
in victory.

“We've got 23 seniors on this
team and thoy're a tight group,”
said St. Mary’s coach George Por-
ritt, whoso team finlshed with n
school-record 13-0 ledger, “Ono of
thelr buds was down and out and
they wanted to play well for him,
too. Stew would have liked to
have been out thers, but he just
wapnted to see his teammates play

well.

No one on the field played bet-
ter than St. Mary's quarterback
DiAllo Johnson. The 6-foot-d,
18S-pound senior completed nine
of 12 passes for 203 yards and a
Class CC stata record two touch.
downa and rushed for another
touchdown in leading the Eagiets
to victory.

“Everyoae thought we wers the
top team in the state but we knew
we could go out and win it,” Johin.
son said.

St. Mary's scored quickly on
the opening possession of the

Bowens, a 6-4, 225-pounder,
caught the ball at the 20, powered
through a tackle at tho 15 and
danced into the end zons. Mike
Godoshian kicked the first of bis
Class CC state-record five extra
point kicks for a 7-0 lead just 1:58
into the game.

Constantine, which finished
the season 12-1, came right back.
Alded by a 15-yard personal foul
penalty on third down and nine,
the Falcons marched 76 yards and
scored on a 27-yard TD pass from
junior quarterback Pete Moe to
senior Josh Hardman. Hardman
kicked the extrs point, which was
the finnl point the Falcans would
score this year.

St. Mary's converted a pair of
Constantine fumbles into 14
points in the second quarter and
led 21-7 st halRtime. Chad Combe
recovered a fumblo at the St
Mary's 23 and the Eagleta scored
nine plays later on a l-yard run
by Johnsan.

Bowens, who doubles as a mld-
dle linebacker, stripped the ball

from Falcon Chad Stears on Con-,
lon an

ine's next

recoiver Darryl
dams with a pass in the flat.
Adams decked the only defender
between him and the goal llno
and raced untouched to pay dirt.

Junior running back Everett
Morria (seven carries for 82 yords)
did his part In the second half
with a peir of rushing touch-
downa,

A Class CC record 63-yard pass
from Johnson to junior running
back Malcolm Mclnnis set up &
seven-yard TD run by Morris oar-
ly in the third quarter.

Sophomore defensive end Tor-
rance Craddleth set up Morris'
sccond TD when he sacked Moo
and senlor Chad Combe recovered
at the Eaglets® 42-yard-line. Nine
plays later, Morris capped the
scoring with a 15-yard touchdown
un.

Defensively, the Eaglets held
Constantine’s high-scoring of-
fenne In check. The Falcans en-
tered the game averaging 403
points and 298 yards offensively
per game. Agalnst St. Mary's they

senlor wide
A

game and never trailed. Joh!

capped a four-play, T4-yard drive
with a 50-yard touchdown pass to
senior tight end David Bowcns,

gave the Eaglets control st the
Falcon 12. Facing fourth down
and three at the 5, Johnson hit

d Jjust seven points and
204 yards. Senior sunning back
Jim Lewis totaled 122 yards on 17
rushea.

Belding wings way to 50-41 win over DCD

BY MARTY BUDNER
STAry Wrria

The emotion was the antithenis
of Iaat time.

Eight years ago, Detroit Coun-
try Day defested Muskegon Cath-
olic Central with a last.second
pass to capture the Claas C foot-
ball championship.

On that same Silverdome turf
where they engineered their great-
est victory in scboal history, the
Yellowjackets dealt with an eto-

After taking a 33-14 balRime
lead thanks to & record-setting
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second quarter, DCD could do lit-
tle right in the second half and
fost ita Class B title bid to Beld-
ing by the unbelicvable score of
50-41.

It was the first state title for the
Redskins (13-0), masters of the
wing-T offense. DCD (11-2) al-
lowed more points in the state fi-
nal than in its first 10 games com-
bined.

*1 um disappointed and proud
st the same time,” DCD coach
Joe D'Angelo said “I sat up in
this room eight years 2go when we
won on a very emotional last play
of the game. You win sometimes
when thinga bounce right.

“Who's the better team? That's
hard to say. Obvicusly, the score

_says {Belding). But in our hearts
we feel we're a stato champion.
ship tesm, too. It's just that a
couple things didn't go right.”

Everything went right in the
first half, particularly the second

quarter when the Yellowjackets
rolled up a state-record 31 points
by scoring four touchdowns, three
two-point conversions and a con-
ventional point-after kick. .
Quarterback Matt Kives threw
touchdown passes of 46 yards to
Brian Rubin and 1 yard to Joo
Casaise and ran 7 yards for anoth-
er TD. He also passed (to Dan
Russo) and ran for converaiona.

quarter TDa.

Belding surged ahead 44.33 on
a23-yard run by Matt Hansen,

DCD mounted ita best drive of
the second hall to get within 44-
41 on Rubin’s t.yard run with
4:47 left In the gume. Kives threw
to Russo for the conversion.

‘The Yellowjackets were back in
the game, but they needed to stop
Belding. It never happened.

‘The Redski d the on-

DCD's other d-quart
touchdown came on a 13-yard run
by Rubin.

Belding scored twice in the sec-
ond quarter to reduce ita deficit to
19 points at haiftime. But the
Redskins were just beginning.

Junior Thomsas Smith scored
three times in the third quarter
{12, 10 and 3 yards) to spark
Belding’s amaxing comeback.

By the end of tho third quarter,
Belding led 38-33. The Redski

sides kick and marched 47 yards
in nine plays for & 50-41 lead
when quarterback Mark Youngs
completed his only pass — an 18-
yard scoring strike to Mike Feuer-
tein.

Hawks

from page 1C

who scored on all five second-half
posseasions, added two fourth.
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and Harrison's lead waa 1713
with 2:24 on the clock.

Central recovercd [ts onsides
kick ot the Hearrlson 46 snd
thresatened to win the game. But
Bryant intercepted a deep pass by
Wood with 1:58 remaining.

It waa Bryant’s 10th (and no
doubt his most important) inter-
ception of the season.

“I¢ was a big game, the last
game of my high school career,
and | wanted to make a big play
to remember it,” Bryant sald.

“] was telling my teammates,
‘We have to step up; we can't let
them take it from us’ because it
‘was our game. Wo played well the
whole game, and 1 knew we were
going to step up.”

The Hawks, who took over at
their 6, had fumbled late In other
playoff games. Williama picked
up the first down and Harrison
was able to kill the clock.

“1 knew lightning couldn’t hit
sgain,” Herrington said. *We
wero going to go with power and
give the ball to Nick. But (block-
ing back) Jeremy Whits was hurt,
30 we m Nick up and ran the
veer over Steve Shalsb. Wo knew
Nick can be & dominant foree In
the game at that point.” ~
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Senlor farewell: Nick Williams (left) and Kevin Bryant
catch some air and take in the sights as they leave the

Silverdome playing field.

ANN HEALKY/BTAIY PHOTOGRAPS

GRID NOTES

Harrison junior tailback Jason
Granger s already prepating for
his senlor year, when he won't
have a big fullback like Nick Wil-
liams to open holes.

Harrison camera man Jim Hor-
ton reminded Granger of that
when the two met in the press
room after the game.

“Don't forget to say something
shout the offensive linemen;
you're going to need them next
year,” Horton said.

The 5-foot-8, 148-pound
Granger plans on being stronger
next season.

“Defenses are just golng to key
on me,” he sald. “I've got to pick
it up and gain some welght; [ have
to get in the weight room next
week.”

e

B Granger said be's hoplng Ken.
peth Worthy, a former Harrison
student and football player who
moved to zons, returns . to
Farmington with his family.

“He moved, but I heard he
might come back,” Granger said.
8 Granger, Kevin Bryant and
Nick Williams, the players who
came upstairs to the preas confer-
ence, had to answer a lot of re.
porters’ queations,

But the bonus was esch got to
eat sandwiches and soRt drinks,
which were part of the spread for
the reporters and workers in the
press box
8 Despito not baving the ball for
long, Harrison was in good shape
with a 14-0 lead after nearly three

quarters.

Central had the bail for 33 min-
utes and 53 seconds, the Hawka
foronly 14:07.

But then Harrisen didn‘t need
long drives. Williams and
Granger had long scoring runs on
first down.

Playing in their first fina), the
Snnnn camo back to make it

ose.

“It was & hard-fought game,”
Herrington said. “They were tro-
mendously prepared for what we
do. They stopped a lot of things
other people haven't stopped all

year.
“It was a clasale, hard-fought
e ond s« hamptonshlp game
0 e [ one o
should.” 4 P g

“I'd like to congratulate Farm-
ington Hills Harrlson,” Central
coach Tim McGeo sald. “They
have a great football team and an
outstanding coaching stafl.”

T
“It's a new set of kids evecy,
year,” Herrington waid, *and ajl;
the situations are different. Wy'
hzd a 4-5 year a whilo ago and bi
enjoyed coaching that year, too. &

“Tho tradition started in '74;
and we have the same coachin
staff, Kids come to Harrison

Ing to win.

“We started here in the Domie,..
with a losa to (BirminghantT
Brother) Rice, and it waa lon,
hard road to come back.”
8 You might hear this phras¢’
from some Harrison fans: The
Dome Ia our home. But Herring®
ton won’t be among them, nol
even after seven successful visita,
there for the stata finals, i

“1 don’t like that,” hoe sald, r¢
calling that was the Muskegorl
Catholic Central slogan In 198%"
when Herrison upset the Crusad:’
ers. "Wo got here this year, but we'
might never get here agaln.” ™

Stlll, ho's making a name fgr,
himself. Being built near the
Silverdome is na subdivisiot
named — truo story — Herrin
ton Hills.

& For the second straight year,
Harrison was the home teamy,
wore its dark green jerseys and’
won the game. ~

‘That should put any luptna'-t
tious Hawk fans at ease. Harrisdn,
had won its first five state titles]
while wearing visitor's white,

The Hawks also were runners-

up in 1976 (green) and 1987
(white).
H Winning one state champion-
ship Is a specisl distinction’ for
high school athletes. Two is dou
bly nice. N

“Not many peoplo get Lo experi-
ence this,” Bryant sald. “When [
get older I can say ‘Yeah, I've got;
tworings.’ "

“It feels good to repeat. Not
many peorfh can say that,” Wil
fiams said. “My goal coming intd
high school was to win o champi+
onship, and I came out with twa.”1 -
W Was it ESP, or does Herrington
Jjust know his talent that well?

Aler the Rangers recovered an
onside kick with two.-plus min- .
utes left in the game, Herrington. |
foresaw Bryant, who plays safety |
and is responsible for deep cover- |
age, making a bigplay. e

“At the end, I thought thty :
were going to have to throw, and &
honestly thought Kevin was ‘eln§ H
to make an Interception — and b¥ |

@ Herrington is geiting used to d1d.” Herrington sald. ot
the question: How do the Hawks "My emotions want downhill
keep on doing I1t? That's winning with the onside kick, but the kids
state champlonships. Harrison 1s  still continued to play hard."
7.0t-9 In the finais and 3-of-3 in By Steve Kowalski ond Dan
this decada. O'Mearo
Plays from page 1C
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