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n a time when voters are telling incum-
bents to hit the road, Jack, one by the same
name is bowing out gracefully.

State Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington Hills,
is ealling it quits ufter 33 years. Reapportion-
ment left the 15th Senate District in the rock-
ribbed Republican domuain of Farmington,
Farmington Hills and West Bloomfield.

Faxon dida't fancy his chances - especially
with 4 Republican tidal wave that has left
Dems feeling they™ve taken o toot bath in o
pond of piranhas.

Faxon has also stated he's tined of the divi-
siveness of Lansing partisan politics. We can't
blame him.

Regardless of his political affiliation, Faxon
enjoyed the respect accorded a long-serving
public servant in the Farmington area, A tot
of it was earned, we belivve.

Faxon's knowledge of the state Constitution
was unguestioned, having served as a dele-
gate ta the Constitutional Convention. His
stand on issues was s fortified.

He pushed for anti-smoking legislation and
bans on cigarette vending machines, author-
ing the Michigun Clean Indoor Air Act.

He championed the arts with relentless vig-
or. He was a driving foree behind the creation
of the Michigan Ceuncil for the Arts and sup-
ported the Detroit Symphony Orchestra and
Detroit Institute of Arts.

His biggest tussles were on behalf of education.

He stood against state-aid recapture, which
lopped $7 million in revenue from Farmington
Public Schools alene.

We were particularly impressed by the way

Senator served area well

H Regardless of his poiltical affilia-
tion, Sen. Jack Faxon enjoyed the ro-
spoct sccordod a public
sarvant in the Fammington area.

Faxon refused to become part of the madness
1ast year, which led to the abolition of the
then property tax method for funding public
education. His vote was only one of four
aguinst Senate Bill 1.

Often, during those uncertain times, Faxon
thought nothing of dropping by a Farmingtan
Board of Fd ion meeting d
He'd grab the remote microphone and proceed
conducting his own informational meeting
from o chair in the sudience.

Previous votes - or his staunch support for
education - didn't npproach the notoriety his
performance in “The Nuterncker” last year did.

He missed three key votes during a
marathon Christmas Eve session where Pro-
posal A was hammered out.

Many saw the move typical of the arro-
gance pervading among clected officinls. Fax-
on was unapologetic, though.

His absence was, in effect, a no vote. He
didn't want to be part of a political spectacle,
choosing a holiday one instead.

We would have preferred he had just aaid no
in Lansing mther than doing it waltzing ocross
the Fox Theatre atage. But that was Jack.

Such flamboyance and conviction will be
missed.

and county chiefs would love to have

Oakland County’s “problems™ - an al-
most trivial unemployment rate, the lion's
share of the entire state’s business growth,
great natural beauty and livability.

Yet if Oaklund’s quality of life is to remain
superior, its leaders must diligently mind the
store and maintain their problem-solving. ron-
ideological attitude toward the world of change.

Here are the apots that in our view merit
the most attention:

N inety-nine percent of American mayors

PUBLIC TRANSIT - Many jobs, particu-
larly in restaurants and retail, are going beg-
ging becaure those who want to claw their
way up the ladder can’t get to them. A region-
al bus system - not just one for Detroit and
ansther for the suburbs - is more in order to-
day than 30 years ago.

Michael Duggan, who runs the suburban
system called SMART, says $60 million will
be necded to meld the systems ond extend
them to suburban job centers. Oakland Execu-
tive L. Brooks Patterson scoffs and says $4.5
eillion is more likely to be coming.

The best number is probably in the middle.

CRIME CONTROL - To most people, it's
the pumber-one issue, and they're willing to
pay for it. There ore indications Oakland
peeds another juil Furthermare, the abuse of
Lokes by speedboats and jet skiers tells us
there’s a need for more marine patrolling. and
a8 time goes on, we'll see a greater need for
aron investigation.

JOB TRAINING - Our work force must be
ready to think in a world economy. There's no
_ room for the old drill-and-memaorize routines.

County must plan for future

The specific issue before Oakland voters in
1995 is upgrading the labs and teaching tools of
QOakland C College, our two-year,

pen-door, fi P demy. OCC's board is
belatedly secking n one-mill tax hike. Patterson
is endorsing it. We'll have more to say on this
topic in the weeks before the March 16 election.

COURTS - Lansing is a bechive of activity

over court funding. There's also talk of reor-

ization - juggling the lines of ibili-
ty between circuit, probate and district courts
and maybe instituting a “family” court.

The Qakland circuit bench wants more
judges. Many district courts like the Farming-
ton and Novi areas also want more judges.
Some communitics are jealous that county gov-
ernment funds the 52nd District Court and not
their local district courts. We oppose sdding
more judges until Onkland officinls rethink the
entire court system and help the Legislature de-
sign a better, and perhaps, less cxpansive one.

URBAN SPRAWL - Michigan's population
is merely inching upward after two deendes of
stognation. You'd never know it from the way
bulldozers are devouring Oakland's meadows
and ficlds for bigger houses and more malls.

Qakland, more than any of the other 82
counties, must be conservative shout protecting
its older citics, their downtowns and their hous-
ing stocks. It’s not o matter of “another give-
away to Detroit,” as some county leaders bleat.
1t's o matter of saving our own tax dollars.

For th ds of yoars, ities have
been born, grown, waned and died, But the
waning and dying phases can be delayed for
many centuries if leaders make sound deci-
sions during the growth stage - like the one
Onkland is in fodsy.
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All is good

ife is like n bowl] of cherrics. Now and

then there are pits in the cherries, Life

does has its bitter pills now and then.
But there are times when life has its good
times too.

If one picked up the Farmington Observer
and just read it, and did nothing else, one
might to tend to think nll is wrong with the
city of Farmington Hills. One issue is not the
whole city. Nor is it the reason to condemn six
members of n city council.

When [ went to vote, sure there were a cou-
ple of people there that wanted me to sign
their petition. But, I did not. For I believe that
in some ways these people were not all that
informed abaut these people that were clected
in the first place. These people had their
chance to vote their way,

The trouble is not everyone cares about the
problem. The overall picturc is not as bleak as
these people believe. Many people have bene-
fitted from those now in office.

As the holidny season is here let us not just
look upon the bad. Let's think about what is
good, Oh sure, I am mad at some people at the
city, but as much as I don't like what they did,
they still stand for certain things.

City Manager William Costick, for example,
even though I am mad at him he is still ene
heck of a man. Kathy Dornan, the city clerk:
She is always friendly. As nasty as you get
with Tom Baer of the Observer, he still prints
our lctters, He is a good joe.

Silent Night, Holy Night. The city came
still for just o spell to ook at what is bright
and nice, And all it took was & small child ina
town of Bethlchem to remind us somo things
are still nice, and we should tako the time ta
acknowledge that.

Silent Night, Holy Night. Ali is calm oven
in the city of Farmington Hills. Amen. God
Bleaa our city of Farmington Hills.

Vernon C. Kielpinski, Farmington Hills

Soccer support

ho present Farmington Hills City Coun-

¢il has unanimously supported fssucs

critical to the Farmington Soccor Club.
As a result, soccer fields have been developed
at Little Cacsar’s, Tyndnle, North Farming-
ton and Founder's parks. Schoal ficlds havo
been improved, new fiolds are in work at The

plication has been submitted for the remain-
ing ficlds at Founder's.

. The Soccer Club was short of ficlds before
and has experienced over 50 percent growth
sinco this development started. The present
council listencd to the forecasts and hod the
vision to provide facilities for this growth.

The Farmington Soccer Club cannot afford
to nequire, develop or maintain the ficlds
needed for its teams. Before the present level
of support of council, the ficlds did not exist.
Years of effort have been required to establish -
the basis of informntion and trust necessary
to ennble this support of council.

Although the Farmington Soccer Club hos
no official position on the property at 12 Mile
Road and Middlebelt, we do support the mem-
bers of city council. We also understand that
some individual club members may have dif-
fering views. The club's position is bosed solé-
1y on tho city council’s continued support of
well over 1,000 children who play soceer in
thia community. Soccer club members are
asked not to sign the recall petition, remove
their names if they have signed, and encour-
age others not to sign, Support Farmington
Soccer, say no to recall.

Tim Zajares, prosident
Joo Miller, past president
Farmington S8occer Club

No heave-ho here

ver the past 12 years I have had soveral
occasions to work with members of the
Farmington Hills City Council on vari-
ous prajects. My closcst associntion has been
with Nancy Bates, Aldo Vagnoxzi, Terry Sever
and Jon Grant. I have found these peoplo to
posscss i , values and i to
the well-being of the citizens, I am opposed to
the.reenl). Whilo it is trus that some politi- .
cians ought to be thrown out, theas folks are | .-
not among them - the city would be tho loser.
Robert E. McQuaid, exocutlve director,
Detroit Baptist Manor, Farmington Hills

You're yallow

our Thureday paper headline, “Resi-
dents praise recall targets,” representa
the lowest of yellow journaliam. -
Willlam Randolph Hearst would be proud
of you, Discerning roaders aro not.

Farmington Activitics Contor and a grant ap-

Albert Rosen, Farmington Hills
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Susan Rocwr, octom,

Tom Baxr, Couvutety Eostor, 477-5450 . e

Pea inozoret, Mars

Pwew Powen, CRAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
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Lanny Gramt, MANAGEN OF CICULATION, O85TRVTA Newsraseas, 9532234
. Orek Baatry, VICX-PRINDINT, GINIRAL FAARAGER,
Ossorvin & Ecctvine Newseastas, 9532252
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