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By MARY QUINLEY
BrrciAL Whiven

The magic of
a 10th century
boliday epar-
kles through
the strects and
atructures at
Croasroads
Village and Huckleberry Rall-
road.

Slip away from the Christman
frenzy and head to Flint. Musi.
cal groups, borsedrawn wagon
rides, costumed craftspeople
and more than 300,000 glitter-
ing Jights creats a dromatic
winter-wonderland. The village
is located just north of Flint off
1-475 at Exit 13,

. A atroli through Crosaroads
begins on Main Street, where
peveral restored 1800s-cra
buildings etand. Step inside the
General Store to browse. The
shelves are crammed with jams,
Jollles, splces, scented soaps
end replicas of children's an-
tique books and toys.

Next door, the musical revue
“A Country Christman" Is per-
formed seversl times each eve-
nlng st the Colwell Opera
House. - .

Last minute Christmas
shoppers should viait the Vil
lage tmas Shop across the
atreet for hollday decorations,
omaments, gifts and collecti-

bles,

Tell the kids to be on the
lookout for Froaty the Snowman
as he ¢ village paths
groating visitors. Of course,
Santa's ot the township hall to
listen to your wiab list.

Throughout the villags coa.

Hollday sparkle: Lights decorate trees in front of th'e Coldwater Road Chapel at
Crossroads Village & Huckleberry Railroad in Flint.

Village shines during holidays

jumping horsea and music from
‘an antiquo Artizan band organ

tumed interpreters demonstrate
their vi dworking and
broom meking skills. Take a
walk down Park Street; you'll
probably find a blacksmith
working in his 1800s-cra shop.
Children are {nvited to joln
the ornement-making party &l
the one-room Stantey School.
Ask the grade schoolers in the
group how they would foel if
their teacher lived with thelr
famtly — not unusual in the

1800s.
“1 wouldn't like it at all”
eight-year-old Jl.lon kuk‘l. Ex-

gzlon from ths rid-
ers. Weather Is not a factor as
the carouso! {s completaly en-
closed In & heated building.

Al gboooardl A steam-
powered 1920 Baldwin locomo-
tive pulls passengers along 8
narrow-gauge track.

Pock through the windows xa
the engine chugs slowly over a
soction of the mid-1800s Pere
Marquette Rallroad. Tho eight-
milo scente trip includes lightod
dancing reindeer, glant snow-
men, & t'fl-l“oot_my train and an

cuses for incl L
ight be difficult to explain.

Early medical instruments
and medicinal herbs highlight
the office of Dr, J.E. Barbour, a
1800s-era  Indiana physicien.
Help the kids compare somo of
the medical advancements of
the last 100 ycars.

Pot the aheep and cows at
Calkins Barn. Or check out the
Fowler Barber Shop. For twen-
ty-five cents customers could
got a trim,

An original 1878 vault eits In
the comer of the T, N. North &
Sons Bank. Prosperous Jumber
and fur industry patrons kept
bank tellers busy.

For a fee enjoy the village
from a wagon pulled by horsca.
Weather permitting, the Vene.
tian swings — self-propelled
boats for kids and adulta — and
a 1910 Parker Superior Whoel
present wintery carnival thrilla.
. Hold on! The 1912 Parker
Carousel circles the platform at
s rspid pace. Hand-carved

For a snack, light meal or hot
drinks, try the Ci ds Cafe

Give the Gift
That Lasts for Generatjons

We Speclalize fn
wry  Dolthouses and Minlatures

. for Cbitdren and Collectors 4615 N. Woodward

. . (3 Biks. 8. of 14 Milc) 5

Oak, M1 48078 *

549-0633 .

Hours: Mo Thury, 10-0; Fri. & 8at. 108,

Call

from your touch-tona telephona for tha latest Information on area open houses and
new housing developments. This is our Homelina sanvice and it makas buying or
selling a home 0 easy! i
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or the Mill Street Warehouse.
Buffet-style dinners of roast
beef and baked chicken are
served In tho Mill Street Dining

Room.

Dinners are $3.50 for adults,
$4.25 for children 12 years and
under and free for three and
younger.

“We encournge visitars to
purchase tickets in sdvance for
both the train ride and dinner,”
said Janet Weaver of the Gene-
sce County Parks and
ation Commisaion.

Adult tickets to the village
and rallroad are $8.85; seniors
60 end up are $5.95; children
ages 4-12 aro $4.75; and chil-
dren three and younger aro free.

Remember, to avoid disap-
pointment call shead. For mare
information, dinper rescrva-
tiona and advance tickets, call
1-(800) 648-PARK woekdays.
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Family enjoyed Festival of Lights

1f you're looking for something
fun to do during the holidays, vis-
1t the Festival of Lighta in Battle
Croek sugyesta the Cauley Family
of Livonis.

Binder Zoo and downtown Bat-
tls Croek are lit up with thou-
sands of tiny lights this time of
year, The Cauleys said they en-

walking amongst the lights
whils viewing many animals In
their night habitat.

a:()nth-mbumcyoucum
your Christmaa trea at one of the
many “cul your own” Christmas
tree farms. .

Alot of Battlo Creek area batels
are offering “Pestival of Lights"
v packages. The festival
runa from November through De-
comber, For information, call
(616) 963-16185.

Take your

. Thank.you for sharing your va.
cation photos with us We're
tﬁlnlwrtlnumwuwun.
1f your photo hasn't & in
YLat's Go! yet, don't frst, It willl
“1t's fun to share mows about
your famil vnc;;lmmth Erhx
and nel rs by sendlog p
l_o&bu(;ﬁm.

ssrver nowspaper on vacstion and

L

% To be considered, take your Ob-’

Enjoyable weckend:

Observer on vacation

uug‘a photograph of your family
holding the newspapet In a lanlg

The Cauley Family, Gerry (left to
right), Linda, Stacey and Brittany of Livonia in Battle
Creek at the Festival of Lights.

mendations to Keely W)
B_nhrhlnm-nt Edllw& ‘0 .

. ALL SKI EQUIPMENT
ON SALE NOW

up to B0% o
Skis » Boofs « Bindings « Poles
Great Selection of

SNOWBOARDS by
Burton » Slms « Morrow
Liquid + Sanfa Cruz » K2

SENSATIONAL SKXIWEAR
By Bogner ¢« Kaelin = Nils

Obermeyar » The North Face

Spyder « Descante » and much more

HOLIDAY QIFT SUGGRSTIONS

From Don Thomas Sporthaus

@Patagonla® Snap -7

SRollerblade® In-Lline-Skates

BEvaporator Boot Dryer

@Swiss-Bob Sleds

SGExeriopers

@Avocet Altimetar VWaich

@Skl Luggage

@Skl & Snowboard Videos

BUY NOW, PAY 90 DAYS LATER!*

HEAD FOR THE SLOPES WITH NO PAYMENTS ‘TIL MARCH, 1093

:mt. Ploase onclevn‘: a e
.addressed ;: onvelope

would like the photos Mumor:“o
you.

We'll print as many photos as’

‘sach wesk, Photoa with famliies — t
weoekend ot woek. What's yout [a-
vorits winter getaway? 1s [t some

tpace cllows
will be returned shortly after pub-
licatlon. T

Send photos and travel recom-

v

formatlon, call (318) 863-2108.

Wa're alsa looking for recom-
L34
t, for a

mendations for good places 1o

place warm ot cold? .

1
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x : . (*Vaid on squipment purchases of $500 or more w/approved credit)
Livonia, M1 48180, For more in- . .

(_Sporthaus

sicomfield Piaza * Telegraph at Maple + Bloomfieid Hils + (810) 626-9500
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