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Engler sends Mervenne to area office

More Copitol capsules:

After many years In Lansing,
Anne Mervenne la retuming to
southeastern Michigan, The Blr-
mingham-ralsed political pro will
Decome director of Gov. John En.
gior's Detrolt office, maintaining
contact with reglonal and local
agoncies from the state office
bullding on Slxth Street.

Like her predecessor, Susy
Heintz, Mervenne has been an
elected county commissioner, in
Ingham County. 8he worked far
stato Sen. Doug Cruce of Troy un-
ti] Engler took office in 1991, then
Jumped to the governor’'s atall.

For three years sho was in
charge of screening candidsates for
hundreds of gubcrnstorial ap-
pointmenta to averything from tho
Apple Commission to the Water
Well Drillers Advisory Board.

In the last year Mervenno hes
headed the staff of the Wamen's
Commiaalon, a strong advocate of
spousc-abuss legislation,

Heints, a forrmer Wayno County
commissioner from Northville,

has Engler’s: backlng to become
Republican Party chalr at the
February state convontion.

For thoso who keep count, En-
gler has one of the most femala-
laced adm! fons [n Mlchi.

Bush for a fedoral judgeship, but
the appointment died for lack of
Senato conflrmation. -
Engler also tapped former US.
district attomey Stephen J.
k for the state’s socol

pn history: Lt Gov. Connle
Blnafeld, now chief of staff
Bharon Rothwell, Mervenns in
Detroit, LeAnne Redick in Wash-
Ington, and Lucille Taylor of
Southfield as legal counsol,

2 now judges

The state Court of Appeals now
bas 10 judges who got there by ap-
pointment versus .14 who got
thero by eloction.

Engler appointed Henry W.
Saad, of Birmingham, to replace
John H. Shepherd, 60, of South-
field, who realgned. A partnor In
the Bloomfield Hills offico of the
Dickinson-Wright firm, Sasd also
has teught at the ‘University of
Dotrolt and Wayno State Univer-
sity law schools. Engler noted
that Saad had been tapped in
1992 by then-Presidont George

highest court. He will replace
Elizaboth Weaver, of Glen Arbor,
whom voters on Nov, 8 elovated to
the state Supreme Court. Mark-
man is of counsel to the firm of
Miller Canfield. Althouph previ-
ously a metro Detrolt resident,
Mar] will represent a north-
orn Michigan district.

Both appointmenta are good
until 1906, when tho eppellste
judges muszt stand for eloction to
wervo the remainder of Shepherd's
and Weaver's terms.

Pop quix: Michigan, an paper,
elects itx judges, but how many of
the scven Supremes Court justices
originally got their jobs by op-
pointment! Answer; Four —
James Brickley, Patricia Boyle,
Dorothy Riley (who was oppoint-
ed, disqualificd, then clected) and
Conrad Mallett Jr. (who went on

to win the last m;veana/u‘um
on:ujhhyeurwonaﬂuuel‘ht-yeu
term).

Larsen s back
Whatevsr happened to Mel Lar-
the risl ialative star in

sen, ing leg .
the 19703 and state GOP chair un-

der Gov, William Q. Milliken?
He's back in public service on
the Michigan Osteopathic Medi-
cine Advlsory Board. Its job is to
“agsist Michigan State Universi-
ty's College of Osteopathic Medi-

terme. Once the GOP nominee for

S 53 e s departing Fich
won now:
ard Austin. port

The Engler announcement
made no mention of the fact that
Larsen led the state GOP. In those
days, Engler was o maverich state
representative who

frequently was
ot odds with the Mll{lhm
moderates.

Plastics, anyone?
The state Department of Natu-
ral Resources is inviting public

cine in providing the highest qual-
ity education to its students,” ac-

cording to an announcement from
Engler's office.

Larsen, now of Birmingham, is
senior vice president of Club Cars,
Inc., o former chair of the Samari-
tan Center Hospital Divisional
Board and former vice chair ot
Mercy Hospital Health Services of
Detroit.

He started his working life as a
teacher in Pontiac and represent:
ed a northern Ockland County

_stote House district for several

order for Libralter Plastics, Inc., of
Walled Loke. The order wol
govern control of volatile organie
compound emizsions from the ou-
tomotive plastic parts coating op-
eration.

Dennis Drake, sir quality divi-
sion acting chief, is scheduled to
make ¢ decision ofter public com-
ment is taken. “If requested in
wn‘h‘fl‘ by :’ﬂll. 8, 199, o public

on a proposed consent Ll

New boss: Anne Mervenne '
has been named director of .
Gov. John Engler’s Detroit -
office. Mervenne replaces
Susan Heintz, who is ex-
pected to be the next state
Republican party chair-
woman.

Necasectevaverscnnsdd

hearing will be duled,” ac-
cording to g DNR announcement.

Inf ion contact:
Mead of DNR ot (617) 335-4639.

Some Republicans fear new voter registration law

BY TiM RICHARD
STATP WeITER

Democrats may benefit — but
how much? ~— froma foderally or-
dered changes in Michigan's voter
registration lawa,

The Michigan Legislature in
the last week put the finishi

req‘ul'rtl the states Lo offer wellare

pensation applicants, and other
social-servicea clienta a chance to
register when they file for bene-

its.
NVRA also roquires states to
1 hi

touches on laws to bring the state
Into compllance with the Nation-
ol Voter Registration Act.

“Jt'a & very partisan bill,” said
otate Rep. Greg Kaza, R-Roches-
ter Hills, who was on the short
end of an 85-14 vote on final pas-

sage.

“1 don't think it should bo easi-
er for welfare recipients to register
to vote than ‘lrx:ynno else. Those

offer voter when peo-
ple get driver’s licenses and buy
new plates, but Michigan already
has had such a system since the
1970a, Michigan also provides vo-
ter registeation service for high
achool studenta turning ege 18.
President George Bush votoed
the first NVRA‘ -u'nm?‘l in 1892,

Bl don't think it should be easlor for welfare
reciplonts to register to vote than anyore else.
Those are traditional Democratic constituen-
cles. It's another mandate from Washlngton
without the money to pay forIt.’

Greg Kaza
State representative

Whyman of Canton Township.
All other Observer & Eccentric
area representatives voted yes.
Others voting yes included Wil-
l;- Bullnrdndr» R-Milford; Dan

but I
quickly re-passed it once Bill
Clinton was in the Whits House.

Ic consti-

are

tuencies. It'a another
from Wachington without
money to pay for it”

Kaza voiced the same objection
as many congressional Republi-
cans when Democrats the
federal act In 1933, NVRA, also
known es the “motor voler” act,

)
the

Ads say [ts purposs is to in-
crease the proportion of Amerd
adults registcred to vote from 76
to 00 percent.

In the Michigan House, all 14
no votes came from Republicans
— including Kaza, John Jamian
of Bloomfield Township, Jery
Verva of Plymouth and Deborah

Willk Susan
Muneell, R-Howell; Tom Middle-
ton, R-Ortonville; Kirk Profit, D-
VYpailantl; and Frank Fitzgerald,
R-Grand Ledge. Alan Cropsey, R-
DaWitt, voted no.
But one key Republican
talwart |s inced 1 )
blunted many of the posaible bad
offects. Ho is Robert LaBrant,
general counsel for the Michigan

_ Chamber of Commercs snd a

member of the transition team of
Candice Miller, the (ncoming
GOP socretary of state.

“The U.S. Department of Jus-
tice can sue Michigan,” said La-
Brant. “If we were sued for non-

w0 0
under Ssc. 5, that ell stats voting
law changes would bave to be
cleared with the Department of
Justice.
“Michigan is the largest indus.
trial otato that hun't_ enf::u.d

added.

(Commented Kaza: “That’s a
heckuva way to make law — pass
something because of our fear of
Washington.”)

“Tho Michigan law gives great
diseretion to the govemor,” La-
Brant said, noting John Engler
can sct up voter registration in
other offices but can't eliminate it
from welfors and human-services
offices.

LaBrant cited two good fea-
tures, from a Republican point of
view, in the new law:

T

identification cards Into the sys- |
tem,” ho said. ]

B The foderal law requircs a sys-
tem of registration by posteard,
which LaBrant sees as Invitiog
fraud. So the Michigan taw will |
require that a person voting for
the first time after registering by
postcard must appear in person st
the palls.

The state Senate repaired what
LaBrant and Republicans saw as
pro-Democratic defects in the
original House Bill 5531. The dif-
ferences were settled in a confer- I'
ence committee. >

H
Although voter fon files .0t

B There will bea com-
put ible list of registered
voters as of Jan, 1, 1997, Current-
Iy, 1,700 city and township clerks
maintain scparato lists.

Under the new law, when s per-

might movoe to the top of the (bad)
list very quickly. And the NVRA
opens us to citizen lawsuits,” he

son g {say) at a new ad-
dress, his or her old regiatration is
canceled. “That will end fraud
and tie drivers' licenss and state

are public records, some data will
be exempt from disclosure under .l
the Freedom of Information Act. »!
Closed will be any rocord that a,+
person declined to register to vote; !
the office that received his or her

application; the voter's driver'a fi- ',
cense number (or state ID num- :!
ber); and the manth end day of .t
birth. ° i
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teachers with more education. We'te
and at your dispasal. This is true whether you're geeting an adv;
Education or moving up in a different carcer field like
teach teachers better than our creative and ex
Classes are scheduled during the d
we've added two brand new degrees, For you. From U

From Uof M-Dearborn. |

Closer than you thought possible. ;

MEd Special Education
143 Faculty Office Bulding

MPA {Education Administration) -
143 Faculty Office Bailding

The educator’s education
Two new graduate degrees...plus.

We've been educating educators for a tong time now, 7

s in demand and now, incn

MPA (Public Administration)
143 Faculty Office Building
(313) 593-5090

Registration begins December 19. Classes begin January 4.
For further details and an application portfolio, please call the specific office for your
ot the Graduate Studies Office at (313) 593-1494.

ad with o preat measure of
singly, the demand is for more
Juing vur part. The resources of U of M are legendary

Public Administration. And who to
rienced faculty of, well,
ay or in the evening fur your convenience,

MA in Education :
246 Faculty Office Building -
(313} 5935091
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