|

The Observer! THURSDAY, DeceMBER 22, 1994

(n3s _.

Ti‘aveling well on a bud-‘

BY 8uz. MASON
BYAYY WHRITER
Ope the ane
hand, there’s Ro-
bln Leach who

rounds up the
) tich to travel on
. a chsmpagne
budget for his TV show.
On the other hand, thero'a Kato
Rosevear, co-owner of Carson
Travel k-8 Travel

the traveler who, usually In mid-
February, “wanta out of hero right
now to anywhere,” but tho smast
traveler is the one who plans
nhead, Is flexible about travel
dates and times and fiies when
businessmen don't fly.

Tho smart traveler also books
at least 12 months in advance for
peak travel times — Christmas
;'r:d . Enur broaks and

in Plymouth, ezplaining cham-.
pagne traveling on a beer budget.
The openling act to the School-
craft College Women's Resource
Contes’as luncheon serioa,
Rossvear scrved up words of wis
dom, practical tips and personal
expericnce to an sudience Inter-
eated in secing tho sighta for less.
A travel agent’s services are
paid for by the providers of travel
— the olrlines, hotel and motels,
crulse lines — so his or her ser-
vices aro free of charge to the cli-

ent,

“You hava peaple who say they
can save money if they do it them-
aclves, but sometimes the best
prices aren't the best values,” she
sald. “A travel agency has become
a travel resource center, B0 you
can make ono call to a travel
agent and access the alrlines, car
rontal egencies, 4,000 hotel and
motel chains,

“A travel agent can access in a
few koy strokes what you could
spend days on the telephone
trying to access.”

Grantod the worst nightmaro is

Carol Rosovear

~- and still geta the
best fares, even though rates ha-
ven't been set. The Ides, accord-
{ng to Rosevear, is to lock in the
seats In advance and then take
advantage of the fare wars.

Rosevear hes rewritten tickets
four to five times and saved cli-
enta $150-200 bacause of the {arc
wars, Alrlines walt to soo how well
seats are solling, and if it’s slow,
they'll start & faro war to clear up
unsold seats, she sald.

The cheap seats

Travolors also should keep in
mind that alsrlines peddie lowest
farea when businessmen aren’t
flying. It is the businessmen who
let tha leisure traveler fly cheaply.

“He may pay $800-1,000 be-
cause he booked today to fly to-
morrow and have the worse scat
on the plane, while you pald $300
for & window seat with a besutiful
viow of the mountains,” sho sald.

Booking eatly alzo can pay off
for cruises. The earlier you book,
the less you pay, “but you won't
pay more than when tho cruise
Jines sell off™ closo to the sailing

dates, Rosevear sald.

Deals also can bo had by taking
a positioning cruise. That's when
tho cruise lines move thair flcets
from Europe or the Pacific Ocoan
to the Caribbean. There are won-
derful values to be found like on
the Queen Ellzabeth II with posi-
tioning crulse farcs of $3,000 com-
pared to $4,600-3,000 during the
season, Rosevear said.

As for the Casibbean crulso sea-
son, the best prices gencraliy can
be found during October and No-
vember when there may be “a few
little storma,” like hurricanes.

Frequont flier clubs and crodit
cands that offer travel points are
another way fo pare down plane
fares and using an alrport botel
that offers overnight accommoda-
tions, patking for your car while
you're gono and a shuttle service
1o end from the airport can save.

Be creative o,

Being c&ullvs with lodging also (‘%AAI;‘L/EH %S?Més
can pay off.

“The Chicego Hilton is ons of DECOR_ATIONS
two five.star hotels in Chicago; Fresh Holiday Greens,
you can wpend $145 a night during Garlands, Wreaths,
tho week, but on the d it's Decoratives & O t

* % % K

JAZLZ
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8 P.M.

WBotslord Inn
010-474-4800

Cellular Service
onty $10.00 permonn

Al G 35 conts pesk, 10 cents offpesk
« Ko contracts.

For Family, Friends,
Home and the Holidays

$89," Rosevear sald. “I booked
two men in a honeymoon packago
midweek becausa it was cheaper.
They hed double beds, so who
cares what it's called, and no one
can ask questions.”

As for her final words of wis-
dom: “Use but don't abuso your
travel agent.”

Money saving tips

Here are somo more tips from
Carol Rosevear.
# Travel in the off-season for the
best price. When Is the off-sea-
s0n? When the kids are in school
and the weather in OK here and
not quits great there,
& Tako carefully selected charter
alr and escorted tours. For single
travelers, ask for trips with a
toed shared optlon. With
many tours based on double occu-
pancy, a shared option let's you
pay less and be assured of a room-
mate of the same sex.

M Discover the joys and econom-
jes of condominium vacations.
Generally available in  resort
areas, couples, golf foursomes,
even retirees wanting to try out an
area before buying can save mon-
ey by renting a condominum
weekly or monthly.

“It’s n great way to travel,”
Rosevear said. “We've spent 10
years working with a developer in
the south and retirees sctting up
three to four montha in the south
so they can try [t out.™

Tenn. Aquarium.
and Pat Putansu.
a painting workshop.

Atists stop: Four members of the Farmil
They are (from left): Alice
The women traveled to Nic
They found much to inspire their creativity.

Wish you were here

ington Art Club pause at the Chattanooga,
Nichols, Jo Quillman, Beverly Schroll
hols’ Tennessee mountain cabin for

" (et away in a recreation vehicle

Millions of Americans have dis-
covared & auro-flro remedy for
bouts with that dreaded winter
Qlscase, cabin fever, The cure? A
teip In a recreation veblcle,

Would-be RV vscatloners can
call 1.800-47-SUNNY to recelven
froe full »enlgr bnshun M! of RV,

et and  trip 1

informstlon.

‘Winter RVing ls just what the
doctor ordered for poople who see
colder temperatures as an oppor
tunlity toplay in s wintar wondar-
land. For sxsmple, pecpls who

own RVs are twice as likely as the
average American to ski (both
downh!ll and crosa country), ac-
cording to findings.

In the !atest “Campfire Can-

have mads winter RVing (ar more
comfortable and fun than it was
Just @ fow short yoars ago. Manu-

vass," & ssmlannual national sur-
voy of RV owners tabulated by
Robert Hitlin Ressarch Associ-
stes Inc., Vienna, Va. for the Rec-
reatlon Vehicle Industry Azsocia-
tlon (RVIA), aver half of RV own-
era polled say they'll apend 21
doys or more on the road during
fall and winter.
Recent ad

forta” such as high-
output Aurnaces, better insulation
and efficient power sources into
thelr vehlcles to make RV travel &
year-round pursult.

These lnnovations help to ex-
plain why significant numbers of
owners use thelr RVa to partici-
pata in anowmobiling, lce skating,
sledding, joo fishing and other

1d.weather activities,
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Exquisite Fresh Flowers,
Everlasting Botanicals,
Exotic Potied Oschids,
Premium Painsetlias,

Custom Arrangements
& Gifts.

Charge by Phone

Twld

32250 W, Fourleen Mile
2 Farmnglon Rd., Simbury Plara

West Bloomfield

851-0140
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encrgy-efficient gas furnace.
* Save up to 40% on your winter
heating costs,
» Enjoy quiet comfort and
reliabitity,
FREE ESTIMATES

427-6092

Divers Incorporated
“THE DIVER'S DIVE STORE"
Add Excitement To Your Life
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Couso Daecior Peaia oot I

6:00 pm-10:00 pm
£6:00 pm-10:00 pm
6:00 pr+-10:00 pm
6:00 pm-10:00 pm
10:00 am-2:00 pm

Lan, 215t

PLYMOUTH  Monday Jan. 16th 6:30 prr-10:30 pm
NOVI Monday Jan. 16th 6:00 pm-10:00 pm
Wednesday  Jan. 1Bth 6:00 pm-10:00 pm

3380 Washlenaw Ave, 42295 Ann Arbot Rd.
Ann Arbor, M1 48104 Plymouth. Mi 48470
313-971-7770 313-451-5430

Palm Beach, Evan Picone & more

Sportcoats, Slacks,
Sportswear, Accessories i
Athletic and Standard Cut :
| Greater Markdowns! # -
: All Wool-All Seasgt;s‘ Ref.. *185 t0 *275 .
ISUITS ,e5i~ | SPORTCOATS §
98 to *198| Now *49 to *98 §
J A1l Woo! Gabardine '9.50 SWEATERS
: NDW2/$9

Reg. *46.50 NOW  2/§
‘ All Cott
{wooL. 5BOLENDS 579 ml_{sﬁon now 2/s5QF

{TES 1/2 OFF | 305270 OFF

Bugatti - 2y10$
Reg. *28432.50 Athietic & Standard Cut 70 18+ -38 B
Shons, Swimsuits, Knits, 1

jroP coats 1/2 OFF S.S. Sport Shirts

BTRENCH 30%1-0 50% OFF Hollday 1/2 OF

RCOATS
: tondon Fog & B, Taller Cruise Wear
Owners promise this 15 8 retrement sa'e. not lguicatot's merchandise, ;
Bl Lapham's will maintain ts high quality untd 8l mventory and futyres are 5010, .
| v L L WEEKDAYS 94
[
ftamd Men's Shop . “sun. 125
Downtown Northville . S

.(810) 349-3677.

Christmas Gifts For Your Car!
* Complete Coolinc};qSystem Service $36.95*
« Lube, Oil and
w/free bottle washer fluid
o Brake & Bearing Service 29.95*

{non-driving axle)
*with coupon at drop-olf  Expires 1-31.95
. ’tO{ . (810) 4767900
24315 H;
,N'M Q) NearGe l'lv'
CHRYSLER PLYMOUTH  Shuttle Senvice 8-5
|| GRS Renal Cars Awlistie

———“———1'

Iter Change $19.95*




