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I'm not exactly

a0y mIOVIES
|Talented Jodie Foster creates a

Noll has nover soen another
humen being and has thus picked
up her Ifloﬂl"’l manner of

to do with psy-
chology, Her
diroctorlal debut
In “Little Man
Tate" focused on
a child prodigy
placed in the
hands of the ucl-
entific t

. JOHN
MONAGHAN

;
Yoty
; Foster's now movle, “Nel),” has
+ o differont twist but essentially
1 the same conflict. A young woman
i raised golely by ber mother deep
v in the woods must boroms ac-
¢ clamated to the real world or con-
tinue the yustic life she's used to.
Unfortunately, *Nell* follows
“Tate's” fete — it reads like a
long-winded master's thesin,
Though full of good intentions
and Foster's strong lead perform-
! ange, the point becomes painfully
.. obvious sfter about five minutes;
! the rest merely scrves as filler.
1t'a not until Nell's mother dies
! that anyone even knows of her ex-
jstence. According to the papers,

the mother was ence the victim of

Screerny

TCKETS  suro what Jodle R REVIEW
. o Poster studied In
G college, but 1 bet  rape, fting in a !
: N it had hi hdrawa! from the 1

and the clandestine bisth and
rearing of Nell.

Drama:

spooch, virtually unintelligible
sincs half of the older woman's
faco was paralyzed by s stroke.
The movio keeps an sudionce on

ANDREW CoOPER

Natasha Richardson is Paula Olsen, (left to

right), Jodic Foster is the title character, and Liam Nee-

sonis Jerome in “Nell.”

Scene

its toes trying to figure out what
she's saylng.

The jury is out, at least for
three months, as the court decides
what to do with Nell. Liam Nee-
son’s scruffy country doctor
would llke her to atay put. The
medical community, repressntod
by Natasha Richardson, wanta
her in the hospltal for observa-
tion,

Ho watches Nell from & nearby
campsite while she, on n fleating
laboratory, Jogs ber ovory move on
video monitors. For Richardson,
studying Nell will lead to juicy ar-
ticles in the scientific journals,
probably even a university posi-
tion. His motives remain cloudier.

In a year when quality women's
roles have been ucarco, Foster al-
rendy has Hollywood burzing
about s third Best Actress Oscar.

Where co-stars Richardson end
Neeson have trouble malntaining
believablo Southern accents, Fos.

--egtes an entirely new lan-

avage.

Director Michael Apted has a
clever way of bringing compassion
and dignity to mountain peopls,
Just es he did in 1880s “Coal
Miner's Daughter.” Ho can't,
he. ~~ba up for the sappi-

. Asampling of what's playing at
altemative movie theaters across
metro Detroit as reviewed by

. John Monaghan,

.. HMAQIC BAG THEAYRE
* 22918 Woodward, Ferndale. Call
- 8105443030 for information. ($6)
Spike and Mike'a Sick and

-~ Twisted Festival of Anlmation,

— Dec. 22 - 30 (call for showtimes).
Beavis and Butthead made their
Detroit debut during an earlier
cdition. So you can imagine

. what's in stare in this now compi-

lation, featuring such titlcs as

Home Honey, I'm High,” *Bri.

° an's Brain,” and *Lioyd's Lun.

. chbox." Not for the weak at heart
—or atomach.

"B MAIN ART TREATRE
118 N. Main Street at 11 Mile,
Royal Oak. Films play through at
: least Thursday, unless noted oth-
erwiso, Call 810- 542-0180 for In-

formation and showtimen. ($6.50;
$4 students and matinec; $3
twilight)

*Tho Laat Seduction” (USA -
1994). Tho follow-up film nolr
from John Dahl, ditector of “Red
Rock West.” This time Linda
Fiarentino stars as a ruthless
femmo fatale who double crossca
her husband, then hidesoutina
Smalltown, USA.

“Bullets Over Broadwsy™ (USA
- 1994). Woody Allen’s Inteat, sot
{n the 1020s, (inds an ambitious
playwright (John Cusack) offered
the chance to direct his own play.
The only hitch: ho has tocast &
mobster’s girlfriend in a key role,

“Heavenly Creatures™ (New
Zealand - 1994), The tale, based
on & trup story about two imagi-
notive girls who find themselves
Invalved in something they can't
control. An acclaimed new mavie
from Peter Jackson, the director

of “Dead Alive.” Starts Dec. 23.

5 MAPLE THEATRE
4135 W, Maple, Bloomficld. All
tltles play through at least next
‘Thuraday. Call 810-855-9090 for
Iinformation. ($6; $2.95 twilight)
“Little Women" (USA - 1934).
Yet another screen treatment of
Louisa May Alcott's American
clasaic about a woman and her
four daugt Susan d

Parker and the other literary lu-
minaries who held court over
lunch and drinks at New York's
Algonquin Hotel. Jennifer Jason
Leigh stars. Opens Dec. 23.

B MICHIQAN THEATRE
603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor, Call

3!3~66§-830'l for information. ($5;

Wynona Ryder, and Gabriel
Byrne star, Directed by Gillian
Armstrong (“My Brilliant Ca-

recr”).

“Nell” (USA - 1994). Jodie Fos-
ter tries for o third Oscar in this
sometimes moving, often sappy
story of a woman facing the world
after growing up alone with her
mother in the woods, Liam Nee-
son and Natasha Richardson help
her along. Opens Dec, 23.

“Mss. Parker and the Vicious
Circle” (USA - 1994), Alan Ru-
dolph ("“The Moderns") secms
well-sulted to resurrect Dorothy

With Einstein

as Cupid what

could possibly
go wrong?

1 Think love.

Walter
Matthau
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“Heavenly Creatures” (New
Zealond - 1994), Through Dec. 30
(call for showtimes), See Main
Art Theatre listing above,

l STATE THEATRE
2116 Woodward, Detroit. Call
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“Demb 4vd Dumber’ 1:5hats (3 2 Ko bronnt’ Juv? [F3N
entbiey breredibly Dumd Shat cf 1lovd nad Houy ISR

961-5450 for infortaation. ($1}
“Natural Born Killers” (USA -
1594). 9 p.m. Dec. 26. Oliver
Stone’s hyperviolent story of
homicidal lovera on the run,
based on e story by Quentin
Tarantino. Juliet Lewis, Woody

Harrelson, ond Tommy Lee Jones

star.

! ____——M

ness in the script, especially at
the end, where a courtroom sceno
hos tears from its h-t

manipulated audience.

And T suppose this is fine for
the Christmas season. If you want
truth, however, check out “The
Wild Child," Francois Truffaut’s
clinical yet emotional study of an
actunl 18th-century boy raised in

the Prench woods. The 1969 clas-
sic can bo found at beiter video
stores.

1f you have a comment for John
Mornaghan, call him at 953-2047,
mailbox 1866, on o Touch-Tone

beabe‘e’ |

phone, or write to him core of .

Street Scene, Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 3625¢ School
croft, Livonia, MI 48150.
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