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BTAry PHOTOS BY ANN dxALEY
Taking stock: Farmington
Hills police Officer Jeff
Anderson locks over
items stolen Saturday
night during a scavenger

~hunt, - e

Tratficking InNativity: A kneeling Joseph and a stop
sign were typical of the items taken during a
scavenger hunt gone too far Saturday night.

Unusuat In-
ventory:
Farming-
ton Hills
police De-
tective Ku-
thy Tiano
looks at

graphs
identifying
figures,
signs and
other
goods tak-
en during
a
scavenger
hunt Sat-
urday
night.

Humnt for red December items

BY BiLL COUTANT
STAr? WaITER

The hunters becamo the hunt-
od laat Saturday when Parming-
ton Hills police were tipped off to
an claborate scavenger hunt in.
volving teen-agers.

Polico arreatsd 30 teen-agers
after being alerted to tho thels
of traffic signs end boliday deco-
rations in northem Farmington
Hills,

At least five cars with teen-

agers became Involved in a hunt
for items — which carried point

values — that Included a “Hari-
son High School State Football
Champlons” sign, stop signs and
meny figures from Natlvity
scenes from churches, business-
es and realdences.

Farmington Hills police were
called at about 7:50 p.m. Satur.
day with a report of several teens
taking Nativity figures from &
residence. A Hills man end his
son reported teens taking figures
from the Prince of Peace Church
on New Market at about ®:16

p.m.
The man stood in the drive

and beld up his hands to stop
the car, but it didn’t and the
man moved aside.

Polico caught up with one car
and found a four-page list of
items with pointa attached and
elso found out where the cars
were planning to meet on Hills
Tech Drive. Police were waiting.

“A patrol officer was able to
get a copy of the list that told
where the finish line was,” said
Detective Kathy Tirno. “This
kind of thing has been going on
every year, but this is the first

time it's been this organized.”

Of those arrested, 12 were ju-
veniles, police eafd, nnd most
were North Farmington High
Schoal students. The Oekland
County Prosecutor’s Office will
make a decision on what charges
to file.

Police, in the meantime, have
been photographing the “trea-
sures” and trying to get them re-
turned to thelr owners in tims for
Christmas.

‘The police alsa will return
shopping carts and an Ohio H-

30 teens arrested in scavenging spree

cense plate that epparently were
treasures of the hunt,

“That was actually on the
list,” said Officer Jeff Anderson,
school lisison officer at North
Farmington High.

Inspector Tom Godwin said
whether the mischief was caused
by boredom or young people not
realizing they had gone too far,
there were plenty of peopls un.
happy about the thefa,

*“Thesc are probably good peo-
ple,” Godwin said. “But they
just got catried pway with some-
thing they thought was fun.”

T erceleby

Santa gives kids a jingle

Hopefully Oid Saint Nick will
have his voice back to keep
Dasher, Dancer and company on
the right course Christmas Eve.

hoarse,” said Andy Lang, Farm-
ington Hills recrestion superin-
tendent.

Banta called about 160 kida es
part of the Santa Calls program,
in which children and their par-
ents fil} out a questionnalre about
theie wishea for Christmaa pre-
sents and iInformation about
them, and send them to the Farm-
ington Hills Recreation Depart-
ment.

From 4:30-8 p.m. Dec. 13, Santa
calted the kids to ace if they were

being “naughty or nice,” and
talked with them about the up-
coming holiday.

A lot of the kids wore amazed
that Santa knew so much sbout
them,” Lang said.

Although In past yoars Sants
has gotten belp from his better
half, Mrs. Claus was busy with
ather projects this ysar.

Don’t let fire hydrants get snowed under

Although It doesn't look like a
white Christmas, tho snow will
fal) soan enough — and out will
come the anow plowa.

Farmington Hilla firefighters
wamn that when plowing -‘M or

ot obatructed by piled snow.

A “lost” hydrant could tran-
slate into a Joat building if there
isafire.

“We've boen lucky so far,” sald
Lt. Mike gl:;r, fire prevention

owners of
and businesses should be careful
that fire hydrants aren't covered

jalist the Farmington
Hilla fire department. “We've dug
them out before when thers isn't

an emergency, and it takes time,
We wouldn't want that to hsppen
If there were a fire.”

Businesses, spartment com-
plexes or shopping centers that
havo contracted outside snow
plowing should make sure thoss
dolng the plowing respoct the
space needed to make the hydrant
visible and usable.

Honor the WWIl vets

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Special flags to remember World War Il are

T he Farmington ares 1s one of many com-

avallabla to display at 22 public school bulldings
and the ndn;:zh‘tpuva center, ul‘ql‘ Jack Curd,
of the | i

munities whore people are
the 50th anniversary of World War IL

In fact, the Department of Dofense has desig-
nated Farmington/Farmington Hills as a “‘com-
memorative community.” Locally, the goal ls to
tocate and recognizs as many WWI veterans, their
widows or ded fam! bars as ibl

The Defenss Department’s posltion le that thia
ora of our history should not be forgotien, that the

Committoe.

“}t would be nice to have this special flag on
display with & history exhibit Inaide each school,”
Curd said in a {etter to Buperintendent Robert
Mafleld.

The 1995 Momorial Day Parade will be dedicat-
«d to all World War II vets, Curd said.

*My hope as committes chairman is Lo see a sea
of M“f flags, which say ‘A Grateful Nation Re-

wat vetarans be honored and that thelr memolrs
+ beleft to the ity's history, clally in
the library and scheol systom.

Three hlstory teachera in the Farmington Pub-

lie Schools — Nosth Fannington's Jerry Mm.rnll.

— 1041-45 end 1891-95" and being car-
:lhnﬂ by u}, youth of America — today’s school

o For more lg‘farm‘ndon on the committes, call the

. Rast Middle School's Ray Naglik and Fi
. High's Renee Lossia — are membors of a commlt-
tee that intends to honor local WWII veterans.
Tho teschers have been glven a llst of veteruns
. who are willing to be interviewsd and ere also will-

I to thelr classes.
: n;,w "i.‘f"u,..i a commemortive vearch lettar

F Hills Chamber of Com-
merce ut 474-3440.

Meomory Lane

From the Dec. 16, 1954 edition of the Farming-
ton Entarprise:
W Ground boel was advertisod at 29 cents a pound,
or four pounds for $2, at Parmington Meats an
Grand Rlver.
Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
Observer, 33411 Grand River,

. Jan, 13for25-30 stude

48335, fazed to 477-9722 or dropped
office.
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