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$Troy Travis, former co-owner, has
phrchased Century 21 Palarzolo and
Tyavis and has renamed the real es- |
tate company, Centary 21 Travis
and Assoclatos Ine.

1 Travis has been in real estate for
20 years and » pastner in the Troy
office since 1987,

:Since Travis joined Century 21
Palaszolo and Travis, be has been
recognized for individual sales and the office has

hieved Centurion status.
:Century 21 Travis and Associates has been des-
ignated a VIP office for expertise in helping clients
oove in and out of metro Detroit.

Travis plans to expand his 40-person staff o 60
Rraltors.

Travis

Historic homes dra

BY BECXY BURNS
HexaaL Warmza

For & home buyer Investing in &
historic howe, the purchaso requirea
more than just the responsibllity of a
new house. It requires a responsiblli-
ty to the new house.

Most people don't realize all that
goes into keeping historic homes as
such or what goes into selling them.

“Once it's bistaric, it's always his.
toric.” sald Jerry McKeon, general
manager of Hall & Hunter Realtors in
Bloomfield Hills.

The designation places tho home in
something of a protective custody
where ownens must solicit approval
from a state or local commlssion be-
{ore doing anything to alter the exteri-
orof the house.

“Anyone who decides to buy a his-
toric home finds out rather quickly
that they have to deal with the hiator-

ic commlssion,” said Maz Horton, a .

member of Blirmingham's Historic
District Design and Review Commis.
sion.
QOwners do not need permission to
renovate inside the house.
Birmingham’s commission, a leg of
lhg ldl.y government, last year set up

torlc homes to no more |

cent larger than the oxigiisal

going well beyond 50 ‘percent In ‘some
cases, sometimes doubling in aize.”
Owmers of historic homea wanting
to add on to thelr homes are encour-
aged ta do so at the rear of the house,
ar on the side, near the back, so long
as the front remalns tho same, Hor-

local communities have
boards similar to Birmingham's set
up to enforce guidelines, sald Ben
Skelton, vico president of ERA Rym.
al Symes In Northville and Novi.
Homes can be designated historic at
cither the state or local level.

The official cutoff date for & home
to be conaldered historic In Birming-

ham fs 1500, but the city has includ. |

«d in its collection of 40 residences &

" ferent audience than

special sales pitch

* .He, sald peoplo who are Intorested

in the homes gradually sccustom

> “themselves to the Idea after falling in

love with the house.

. Skelton offers a different peropec-
tive. “Historle homes appeal to a dif-
o traditional
homes wo're used to selling,” he sald.
“One of the moat important aspects
of marketing a bistoric house is to
Identity a likely sudience the house
will appeal to.”

Skelton and his office go to great
lengths to lot that niche know when a
historic home goes on the market.
They send direct maillngs to antique
dealors and historical societies and

1 among other organt
tlons in many areas.

“We recognize that people who
have an affinity for thess types of
property aren't limited by geographl-
cal boundaries," Skeltan said.

Many times, they will send the in-

few built lator than that. The young- | formation to ERA’s foreign offices,
est one ia the Quarton Housa od-?too.

Maple Road, bullt in 1928. b

¥, Skelton did agree with McKeon

For Realtors, trylng to seli & hlilbrs *that historic homes don't always

ic home may be challenging. .
“I don't think anyone goes out

loaking for a historic home,” MtKean:,

said, adding that thers tre a fow ex-?

KIW DIRECTOR
t Karen Peito was named director of prop
dansgement for David G. Miles Inc.
» Pelto joired the Soutbfield firm two years ago.
r responsibitities will include managing various
c,mmrdal properties.

W REALYORS CITED

 Two local Real Estate One Realtors were
asrarded the Certified Residential Specialist des-
igoation by the Residential Sales Council of the
Healtors National Marketing Institute.
Marie Chmielewski and Jeanne And: both
of the West Bloomfield office, have joined the

of the less than 3 pervent of all Realtors who

kpld this designatioa, for which they completed
required courzes and demonstrated specific ex-
;izniu in spplied residentia) real estate market-

iBg

+ Chmielewski and Andrews belong to the Metro-
dolitan Board of Realtors.

+ The Residential Sales Council of the Realtors

National Marketing Institute, an affiliate of the
f Real offers educath

lines limiting of his-

tmeet the noeds of the 20th-century
home buyer.

“One reason s they'ro oll old hous-
es, and old houses como often with
fow of the custom conveniences we'vo

all lyeen used to," Skelton aald, i

Ho listed buge clossts and luxury
Dbathtubs a3 hard-to-come-by features
in theso homes.

Historlc homea with modemnlzed
interiors are more likely to have a
higher resale value, McKoon sald.

“What makes homes more valusble

Ie the conditlen of tho home. A blator.

jc home !n marvelous condition
hrings top dallar,” ha said,

“Clances aro on old home lsn't
going to last very long if it’a not mod-
ernized,” McKeon added. “This Is
something potential historic home
buyers need to take into considera-
tion. Modemizing s historic homo
does not mean slapping on some vinyl
aiding here or inatalling plastic
gutters there. Those thinga would
never pass commisalon regulations.

“A lot of maintenance on historle
homes }s a lot more challenging both
in cost and in finding tradespeoplo to
do the work,” Skelton said. “Not ali
people are up to the challenge.”

And not all Realtors are up to the
challenge. Skelton said he likes se!
ing the occasional historic home be-
cause it as well as the people lavolved
are 50 Interesting, but he would not
want to concentrate on old homes full
time.
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Our condominlum associstlon Eu

ment by the low-flying alrcraft.
in is obvioualy an Issuo that

Jed to the b

—
CONDO Q. Wo are trying
quEries to coatrol speedt

In our condomini-
um project. The
are private
and the polico soem
not to bo wanting
to get lavolved.
How can wo cffec-
tively Limit spoed-
ers 5o as to protect
our rosidents?
A. Traffic control

ROBERT M.
MEISNER

in a cond s
extremely difficult because the asso-
ly, does 1}

p an . 2
including fines and, if necelaary, in-
junctive relief, R

Anot?cr way of csntnllln‘ lpeed'-

inj
Ia the installation of spoed bumps. .

In any event, & a ton..
dominium can be avoided f there are
citizens who live at the condominium
who are willing to asaist the board of
directors in eaforcing this limitat!

we can do?

A. I am not clear fram your ques-
tion a» to whether you are talking
about commercial aircraft or general
avistion. In any event, you should
check with the municipality invoived
to determine whero the flight patterns
aro as it relates to the airport and

dominium project.

In charge, but to no evell. Is there
anythlog

1 would alsa not rule out the possi-
bility of working with your local po-
lice department, which may foet more

hetic to the needs of the con-

ciation, obvi not
have a privata police force, nor a radar
ilable to it.

!@nionll‘ 1
;'uﬂduﬂ!lndurvimwminmpmfruiow
darcer growth of sales aasocistes.

— Compiled by Becky Burns

sun

It is pousible, of course, to have
cyewitness testimony as to flagrant
speoders and, as in any other situa-

dominium association if the board
makes a personal visit to the city ball.

Q. Our condomlnluny Is near the
alirport and we are contlnmously
being buxzed by low-Oying plancs.

You have some recourss with
the Federal Avintion Administration
ot your local municipality, to the ex-
tent that your condominium associa-
Jton is being unreasonably harassed.

Thero is some question, of course,
about whether thers has been some
form of Inverse condemnation of your
property becauso of this “taking” of
your property and the use and enjoy-

Thin is
should be discussed with an attorney
who has famillarity with tho fesucs
involved, Including potential con-
demnatlon.

Robert M. Meisner is an Ochlond
County attorney wha cancentrates his

practice in condominium, real estale
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ond corporate law. Submit questions

by writing: Robert M. Meisner,
Telegraph Rood, Suite 467, Binghas
Farms, M! 48025. This column pro-
vides general information ond should
not be construed as legal opinion. To
leave o voice-mail message for Robert
M. Meisner, dial (313) 853-2047,
mailbox 1871, Hear his rodio show,
“The Low of the Land," 1-2 p.m.
Wednesdsys on WCAR-AM 1090
gtortingJan. 4.
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TWO SITES HAVE ALREADY SOLD!
CALL:

4 bedroom, 24 bath, central a, 3 car

GATR0e,
besilt in 1991, §209,700.

foyer, oak
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313 455-5880
800-537-4421

2 bedoom. £
nnn! family. taom,
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- Northvilie
}uo 349-1212
369.2324
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