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Locel ‘jsilbirds’: Two familiar faces have made the
“Most Wanted” list for the American Cancer Soci-
ety's Great American Lock Up Morch 7-10. The
“jailbirds” -— Mike Van Beek and Richard Bennet
(center), general manager and chef of D. Dennison’a
Seafood Tavern — have been charged with “serving
farm raised steriod-injected smelt.” They have to
raise at least $2,600 for ACS. A tax-deductible $25
donation can put “behind bars"” for the
benefit. Call (800) 543-JAIL.

By CaariNa Fuoco
BTATY WeITE™

Calling  Tlcketmastor's
“monopolistic practioes™ and ner-
vice charges unfelr, a group of
Oakland County resldents suod
US. District

“We want {0 rocover damages
on behalf of all those individual

fact of the matter is they've creat.
ed a monopaly, and there’s noth.
Srk right now that’s going to put &
coiling on the charges,” the atior-
ney sald.

$15
who have been harmed by the
st Sces of Ticket-

master by arbitzarily setting ser-
vice charge and bandling foea on
their cqnum. Phynj nlnd all Dﬂlﬂ.

events, etc.,” sald atiomey Vince
Colella, of Provizer, Lichtenstein
and Phillips, the Southfield firm
that is handling the suit
Executives at the local Ticket-
master office in Bingham Farms
wete unavaitsble for comment.
Complainant EbonPetty, a 28-
year-old B h 1d

Ticketmaster makos about $200
milljon from service foes and $1.3
billion from sales.

The ticket service sells tickets
for multitude of venues that vary
in slse Including The Palace of
Auburn Hiils, Joo Louls Arena,
Fox Theatre, State Theatro, St
Andrew’s Hall all in Detroit, Roy-
al Oak Music Theatze,
Crisler Arona In Ans Arbor.

Complainant Jay Rotenberg of

who graduated from Farmington
Harrison High School, said he
realizes that he and the 12 others
on the suit are asking for a lot.
But be belloves that service will
be improved, just like when the
phone companies wers split up.

[ realize it’s & pretty tall order
to flil to break up something like
this. . . . We'll get improved ser-
vice end better rates, and I think
that’s good.”

Charges at issue

They s~ 1=z Liking that Tick-
otmaster work with groups who
seek lower service chorges,

‘Ticketmaster refused to lower
servico charges for a proposed
1094 summer tour by Seattlo su-
pergroup Penr! Jam end throat-
ened to “aggressively énforce” its
cxclusive dealing agreements with
promoters who booked Pearl Jam.

Since there is no way to cffec-
tively sell tickota for thelr shows,
Pearl Jam canceled the tour.

- Program to feature author

Sylvin 8. Hacker, suthur of
. “What .Every Toenager Really
* Wants to Know About Sex: With
- the Startling New Information
. Parenta Should Read,” will be
featured In & program from 7:30.

' 9:30 p.m. Friday, March 24,
* Hacker, n frequent radlo and
television guest, author and ex-
_ pert on humen sexuality, will
share information with sizth

swers parents’ questions,

{810) 626-3620. No charge.

through 12th.graders and thelr
parents, After a ono-hour presen-
tation, Hacker will meet with the
young people while parents enjoy
refreshments, followed by refresh-
ments for youth while Hacker an-

Por information and registra-
tion, call the church office at

“(Wo also want to) stop them
from any kind of future violati

West Bloomfield says ho's tired of
what bo called “exorbitant service
charges.” Rotenberg said ho at-
tend about 20 concaris & year.

Petty trisa to make It to cvery
big chow in town and says be-
cause of that he's paying Ticket-
master “a fortune.”

1 have four ticketa for RE.M.,
and 1 paid $13 for those four tick.
ets just In service charges alone. 1
have Black Crowes tickets, (and)
that’s costing me another $14-
$15. I'm fod up with it. They're
abusing their power.”

Last year when Barbra
Strelsand played The Palace of
Auburn Hills, he paid $64 in ser-
vico fees for four ticketa. Petty
said he was aware of the contro-
versy long before Pearl Jam went
public.

No competition

Ticketmaster has no compoeti-
tion in most of the 42 states In
which it tes o rized

and

consalldated into cne caso to be
hearg in Bt. Louls. More com-

plainants are to join the
Michigan suit, Colella

The Ticketmester controversy
bogan [n" early 1994 when Pearl
Jam reported that they wanted to
charge $18 per ticket with a $1.80
service chargo to keep the prics
ess than $20.

Tickatmaster refused to allow

arena owners snd promoters, with
whom they have exclusive con-

A I

tracts, to chargo the lower foe.

pro-
Jmoun refused to doal with Pearl
am., H
Pear] Jom was forced to cancel
its proposed tour. Y
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network of ticket salcs outlets.
The complaint, ﬂ'lad last

of anti-trust, which is what
;-'ney'n doing in Michigan,” Colel-
a

aai

“It's not fair. What if you live
in Charlevoix, Mich., and you
want to go see the Rolling Stonea?
You're not going to drive dowm
and spend all that time (trying to
get tickets), [ know it's e good ser-
vice, end I'm not_doubting that

tho service s cffective, but the

T charges

with forcing this monopoly by
buyiog out its competitors, in-
cluding Michigan's CTC outlet,
and then closing them down.

what Rotenberg hopes the class-
action sult will change.

Atuney Colella gaid that the
Detroit case and 15 suits filed
throughout the country will be

David Farber, former owner of Vital Foods, Is
proud to announce the opening of . . .
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How about a new Garage Door & Opener?
: 7 STAY SAFE!
: STAY DRY!
STAY WARM!
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. Steel Garage Doors
Flrst because thoy last

Protessional » Entry Doors
installation « Goroge Doots
Available # Door Openers
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SILKCORP OUTLET LOCATIONS
B ANN ARBOR 587 W. Eiserower 995-9099 In the Coloanade Shopping Pl
CANTON 44738 Ford Rd, 4357770 Next to Joawne Fabrics ot the New Town plaza
FARMINGTON HILLS 29325 Orchard Lake R4, 488-1144 Nest 1o ntare
SOUTHFIELD 19747 West 12 Mile Road 424-7)44 Near Kroger's Grocery Store
419 Summit Drive 6813178 Neatto Furmer Jock Grocery Store
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Harris6n grad involved in Ticketmaster suit = y




