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Been thers:
Chelsea
Johnson
apeaks with
some au‘hor-
ity on Africa.

sted Zim-
babwe with
her family.

Fourth-graders ride
techno-highway to

an East Africa tour

BY LARRY O'CONNOR :
BTAFF WRITER

1t students cannot go to East
Africa, the continent can come to

them.
The 1d

b green and
SARMINGTON| parched brown
SCHOOLS| landacapos
splash  through
on a telovision
scroen in Heleno
Biackman's
fourth grade
class at Esgle
Elementary, |
Blackman’s
clasa s on an
electronlc feld trip. Turner Ad-
vonturs Leaming is providing the

Loch tries to get through.

A TV modsrator answers sever-
ol questions from school children
across the country. A collective
algh gocs up when she announces
thero's no more time for inquiries.

The television excursion is ono
of two Blackmen's class will take,
An eloctronic field trip is planned
to CNN npewsroom in Atlanta
March 22-24.

MetroVision provided the
hookup. District media dirsctor
Peggy Bchmldt also helped make
the field trip a reality.

The media program was mads
possible through 2 grant Black-

jved from the Farming

Out of Africa: Eagle El
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wvations.

Rachel Kahan mentlons how
the Masals are trying to adapt.
Meoghan Cooper recalls how all
the diverse ethnic groups s
Swahili in order to communicate
with one another.

“Today, they talked about the
drought that was 50 bad the lakes
were almost dry,” said Megan
Loch, who was unsuccesstul get~
ting through with ber question on
the phone. “It was hard for peli-
cans to get food, and they had to
migrate and they found it very
difficult to adjust.”

Students watched a half-bour

T ond,

prep y video befors the live
4 1 ber also

man
ton Public Schools® Technol
Advi C § Toackers

live remots from East Africa,
showing the majesty and troubles
in the Great Rift valley reglon.
Somo children it on desks,
}helr legs swinging back and

A segment focuses on how o *

hunting tribe, the Masal, are
trying to adapt their ancient cus-
toms in & modern world.

“That's a (loke,” sald ono stu-
dent es a native takes & awig from
a bottle on TV.

A phono number flashes on the
screon. Children rush (o the back
of the classroom where a phone
nits. K ti th

can apply for up to $1,600 to bring
Innovative projects to their class-

rooms,

Not alf requasts have to center
around computera eithur, sald
Kathy Jones, dircctor of Informa-
tion Mansgemcat. ‘They can in-
clude volice and video technol

visited the classroorn lo display
photos he's taken in the region.

Somo rescarched facts on East
Africa using Grolier's Encyclo-
pedia on CD-ROM in the school's
computer lab.

A computer and modem in the
classroom allows students to ask

“f¢ introduces kids to the possi-
bilities’ of global technology,”
Blackman aald. “It makes them
familiar with othor places they
mAyormnynotevurhAven
chance to go. They get o global

perspective.
After the morming broadcanst,

Bl em
back to their desks as Megan

d reflect on what they saw
with a torrent of focts and obser-

Turner A Learning ques-
tions on American On-Line about
Eant Africa.

Sinco tho field trip alred two
woeka ngo, students have contin-
ued to approach Blackman, show-
ing facta on goograpby and goolo-
gy they have looked up.

“There’s & lot of incldental
I‘ﬁ:lng going on,* Blackman

Parking overflow plagues sub

BY LARRY O°'CONNOR
STArY WRITEN

Students aro parking on sido
strocts, so residents can't find any
wpace. Kids are walking on lawns,
Ioitering und littering.

As Yogi Berrs oald, it's deja vu

sudden kids started parking
there. Thst's the flrt time we no-
ced it."

Kids have shown no respect for
the property, Andreski sald. They
flick cigarsties on lawna and leave
McDonald's wrappers behind.

all gver again. Farmington High Assistant
Some Bel-Alre subdivision resl-  Principal Ken Dean sald he's spo-
dents are now complaining about  ken to Andreski about the prob-
d from nearby Farmingt lems, Stud are d to
High parking on thelr streets. be “good citizens” in such situs-
Similar complaints led the clty  tions.
of Farmington (o creste a parking- Otherwise, the achool doesn’t

stroets
m:uﬁ residents have in-
e excess parking.

“We all knew’ they would just
move once they put up the (por-
mit-only parking) signs,” Loomis
realdent Craig Andreskl sald. “We
were raking loaves and all of &

.B'IBILLCOUTANT
STAT? WRITTR
Farmington Hills and ot.bv.r

% Michl

have much sutherity, Dean said.
It's not lilegal for them to park

ora.

“You can't teil them they can't
park there uniess you put up the
slgns like they did on Lakewsy,”
Dean sal

] told the gentleman when you
buy a house in the area of a high
schoa), you're going to have kida

“It meant they bad to retrofit o
they couldn't expand,” ha said.
But _i'h. EPA restrictions also

tles will reap a reward for taking
care of the area’s alr quality.

The US. Ravironmental Pro-
tection Agency announced that
sevan  sonthsastern Michigan
ooupties, Incloding Oskland, now
moet federat

walking past your house,” Dean
2ald later. “You're golng to have
kids parking next to your bouse
.+ . Sometimea they walk on your

grass”

Compounding ths problem is
the schoo) parking lot's leck of
space — cr reluctance by stu.
dentstouse it

Farmington High has 265 park-
ing spaces for students, plus six
handicap spots. The school sald
300 one-year permits at $20 cach
and has sinco quit selling daily

ts.
An sverage of 12 to 14 spaces
are going empty every day, Dean

sald

Permit-only parking s not vp-
tlon, Andreskl said. It would deny
residents & chance to park freely,
and Andreski added, “Who's to
say that won't move up another
block?”

“'Hills businesses to get breathing room

“That makes starting & new
business or an ezisting
business moro feasible and that's
good for the economic prowth of

ity,” Bissell sald.

such as new or resurfacing of

roads.

“Road [mprovements are somo-
thing everyons wants,” he sald.
e Youla e Improve,

quality |
you couldn’t have It

‘The now status won't mean mo-
totists won't have to gt their re-
quired emisaions tests, but

hould the ares wil

charnoal grills. The goal is to e~

n  duce alr potlution.
EPA air quallty guldalines, fur- Ground-level c30ne can cause
measires are not likely. broathing problems, reduced lung
hlll.m:nuhtbumdnw function, asthma, u,'n-lhﬂhuon.
ve odopt more «xpensive stafly nose,
Sading the p i ey e e avon
. may spoed Up ssus,
Lstion of mechenl! to control i wgumm round.
mmdmh- level osone can alw
sions from ond gas g!lﬁnuudhuo.mduduuv_lsl-
pumps, Blassi sald. % ty.

tary School students watch a live program from Kenya.

Linobusy: Megan Loch

looks disappointed after

" calling the show only to
find the line busy. :

Don't miss it!
10% OFF

our already 40-
discounted prices

SALE LASTS 10 DAYS ONLY!
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