There’s no place
like home school

dicated that § would one day become o
rencgade.

Even up to a couple years sgo, would have
laughed at the suggestion that I might one day
choose to heme-echool my children, Yet, there I
it every morning at my kitchen table teaching
tho threo R's to my oldest daughter.

There is no easy way to expressinn fow para-
graphs what was a gradual decislon that was
yeara in the making. I don’t necessarily belicve
that home-schoaling is right for everybedy or
that public education is inhorently "bad.”

1 do, howaver, beliove that thero are definite
advantagea to hame-ochooling and that my
moral and religious views, although not radical
in the cycs of most people, do prevent mo from
sending any of my children to public schools.

Ono of the g d af ing my
children at home is that I can teach evorything. I
do not have to censor any talk of God or Chris-
tianity, or any palitically incorrect subject or
view, 1 often wonder as to the accuracy of the
).S. history being taught to our kids when our
teachers cannot discuss the significant rolo that
God nnd Christianity played, and i to
play, in the shaping of this country.

Religion is a largo part of this country’s histo-
ry and yct it is “off limits” in our schools. With
religion boing censored in our schools (along with
pi af Jeaus, “Chri * ion, or copies
of the Ten C d ), most children are
surcly ot a loss to explain why tho Ten Com-
mandments are engraved in marble in the
Supreme Court, why “In God Wo Truat” appeors
on all our money, or why our Founding Fathera
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# Thee Rev. Mark Sommers

has breathed new life into

the North Farmington

Community Church, Now

lh;;a hopes others will join
m,

BY BETH BUNDRLA JACHMAN
BrAYY WRITER

ftwna agrim start,

A newly divorced
pastor, involved in &
custedy battle with
his wife over their
young daughter, tho
Rov. Mark Sommers
came to lead a Sundny morning ecrvice
at North Farmington Community
Church in Juna of 1892, There he found
a congregtion of just 21 people, all over
the ogo of 70.

Sommers, 37, found himself tak-
ing over o church that had dwindled
from a timo of rapid growth in the
'60s and "70s to ono on the brink of
extinction.

Up until that time he had been
working as a pastor at Redford Bap-
tiat Church at Soven Milo and
Grand River. He and hia wifo were
in a serious car accidont in which
thoy were hit head-on by a drunken
driver. He says that after the acci-
dent hia wifo's personality changed
overnight. Within six months there
was a divorce. After a lengthy cus-
tody battle, joint custody was
awarded, with the eaveat that Som-
mcrs would atay in the Detroit area.

“That's like death to a minister,”
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Church community: North Farmington Community Church is
ing the old. Left to right are Rogcr Cr

of Novi,
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attracting new members and keep-
ber since 1992; Beth Smith, of

Farmington Hills, member since 198'7;.Clauck'Zhnt9n, of Farmington Hills, original member;

Karen Liebgott, of Bl

was there for me. A lot of churches
can't accept divoree,” he said.
Then came the call from North

Sommers #aid. Status as o
is determined by the size of the
church, and it means gaing from
church to church to move up the lad-
der. Ho also hod been considoring a
position as a 700-member church
outside of Albany, N.Y,

Tho church in Redford was sup-

rtive. “In acven years there I had
walked a lat of people through a lot
of thing. I really senacd the church

Far ity Church.
The Redford church's leaders decid-
ed to help after tho people st North
Farmington gavo up control, “like a
Chapter 11," Sommors said. The
lenders at Redford Baptist became
the governing body of the church,
and had o “very deliberate vision.”

Tho church is still governed from
the outaide but will eventually be-
come self-governed.
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To Sommers, his first servico at
North Farmington, in which a man
with an oxygen musk sat in tho
back row, was very symbolic of the
church and his life at that time.

But, some of Sommers’ changes
have pumped a renewed faith into
the church, Ho has new staff mem-
bers, new programs, and now there
are around 85 mombers.

He talks of creative and uplifting
worship, high-quality ‘children's
programs and small-group meet-
inga for adults. “I have been able to

since 1994, and the Rev. Mark Sommers.

hire exceptional 'staff, If you want
to build and draw people you have
to hava strong people here,” he
aaid.

One differenco was changing the
name from North Farmington Bop-

. tist to North Farmington Commu-

nity Church, but it's still amember
of the American Baptist Churches,
Even though the American Bap-
tist Churches are morc forward
thinking than many people think,”
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Take A Step Toward
Helping Children...
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Upstairs/downstairs

The Children’s Charity

featuring mofe than 40 items for the home.
Door prizes indude 3 $500 shopping spree
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The Freshest Styles
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department store p}ices everyday!
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At DSW, you'll ulway; find the
largest selectionl Over 900 styles
& more than 165 designer ond
top name brand shoes for women
and men. We close every Tuesday
to restock, so you'll always find a

fresh selection!

Whets the Only Thing Bigger than the Savings is the Sefection.™
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