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Affording the best is not the
question...finding the best is.

Afirst. ..
Apartment livingin a
 Skilled Nursing Facllily
For the discriminating person
requiring an elegant environment

Bortz
Health Care

Famly cwnod ond operciod for over 34 yoaos
Kodcaro appraved
Coll tor our Bmousing fo pick
you up for ¢ persondd tour of ow focilfy.

6470 Alden Drivo 4255 W. Stiverbell Rd.
Orlon

Ofchard Loke
363-4121 394-0900

Auctlon extravaganza

Salesat: The Women of North Farmingt

BHARON LEMISUX/BTAF? PHOTOORAFHEX

are sp

Muirwood Club House at Drake and Grand River in Farmington
Prover, co-chairwoman; Jackie Greit,
some of the items for sale. Auction items
show tickets, pottery, gemstones, lamps,
attend is 87 in advance or $8 at the door,
Farmington Area Advisory Council.

ingan

ticket chairwoman; and Ann Carrier, prog 0
also include pictures, restaurant packages, golf outings, adult games,
dolls, hotel packages and « train trip for two to Toronto. The cost to

and proceeds go to the Meals on Wheels program and the

tion 7-11:30 p.m. Friday, April 7, at the
Hills. Norma Bauman, president; Marion
ram chairwoman, display
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with & woman president In
the 1600s and Martin Luther
King Jr. ex & member, “Baptist”
still tumns a lot of people off,
Sommem sald.

“If you want to turn someone
off, sit on & plane next to someons
and tell them you're a Baptist
minister,” Sommers said.

He found some brave souls to
join the church, snd many of
them bave a lot to offer, Sommers
said. A Livonia resident,
Sommers started out by making
friends with people who would
just drop in at the church. If they
came back, ha would invite them
to lunch or out to pley racquet-
ball. He thinks many people have
been attracted by the friendliness.

The cburchk is becoming
healthy, with a good mix of peo-
ple, he eaid. “But that first year
wes very difficult. It was like
working & tough room,” Sommers
said. Often, if he tried to work
scme humor into the sermon, no
one isughed. The first Sunday
was so draining that he took a nap

DDLLTOINS-
The local Pro's
are here to
help you find
out more be-
fore you buy!

after chy
Now the church features com-
tempotary services, some with
guitars, futes, sazophones or

clarinets.

Afer 2% years, Sommers feels
resdy to Invite mors peaple in to
the church. Like in a store, &
church wants to be able to moet
people’s needs, be eaid. People
want a place to belong where they
don’t feel judged, Sommers said.

Of course, it took a little bit to
convince people. He did hear “we-
didn't-do-that-before” comments
from longtime rs. But

since church membera basically
gave up trying to keep the church
going, he has had a lot of latitude
in making changes.

In the traditional mindset it's
the role of the pastor to make pro-
ple happy, but Sommers said,
*You'll die of trying to keep peo-
plo happy.”

But he has won some support.
One change was removing soms
small, dark, dingy windows from
one wall and opening tho wall up
with large windows. The first
night church members saw the
new windowa was Christmas Eve.
The combination of the hollday
and the lights in the trees outside
made for an fmpressivo sight and
won many peoplo over.

With some victories, like the
‘windaws, he was able to win trust.
“It's fike with trading stamps,
you have to build them up to
trado them (n,” Sotamers said.

Since the church was put on a
schedule to get itself out of debt,
there wasn't much time to make
changes to turn it sround. Many
churches have committees and
boards and changes aro tmade very
slowly, but without them changes
hmg been quite rapid, Sommers

sal

He found it more beneficial to
got members {nvolved in hands-
on expetiences, like working in &

for the homeless at

United Methodist Church in De-
troit, sather than on church com-
mittoes and

“Here you can tum things
around quickly becsuse there are
::l‘d‘. Tt of people to resist,” be
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North Farmington Commu-
nity Church, 32500 W, 13 Mile,
Farmingtan Hills, Is planniog
a message series, “Building a
Life Worth Loving."

& *“Slowing Down the Speed of
Life,” 10 a.m. Sunday, March

28,

8 “Healing Your Hura,” 10
a.m, Sunday, April 2.

B “Relationships That Last,”
10 a.m. Sunday, Apsil 8.

# “Remembering the Last
Supper,” 7:30 p.m. Thursday,

Church message series
to start this Sunday

April 13.

B “God's Promise to You" 10

a.m. Easter Sunday, April 16,
Other events planned at the

church includs: .

® Eestor egg hunt for children,

11:30 a.m. Sunday, April 18,

W Whltlyball for adults, Satur-

day, April 8,

IZIQRmd rally, Saturday, April

Ii’romlle Keepors mon's
retreat, Friday and Saturday,
April 28-29.

He speculates that Lee lacocea
would have faced more opposition
if he had been brought in at
Chrysler Corp. five years earller.
But desperation brought accept-

ance.

He otill bas plans of developing
the music ministry more fully,
speaking in a fashlon people can
[dentify with and stressing chil-
dren's education. .

With young families with chil-
dren joining the church, be sces
getting children to enjoy church
as part of the battle. He want kids
to want to come back to church
and identify God with good cxpe-
riences. He also plans to do more
with small groups of adulta gath.
eting to read tho Bible and pray.

He finds an od in new

qulsh and judgmental of other

people.

“The Christian religion talks
sbout grace and forgiveness. It's
not poing to be perfect,” he sald.
But he only hopes to open the
door to the church wider, “That’s
‘tiha heart of what we'ro trying to

0.

Now that he's focusing on oper-
sting a healthy church, and the
steps for each year are (n place,
Sommers hopes to keep up the
momentum without pushing peo-

ple.

“It's not deciding where to go.
1t's gotting peopls to como with
you,” Sommern sald.

North Farmington Community
Church is at 32500 Weat 13 Mile,

members who haven't become cli-

Far Hills. (810) 626-6900.
Sunday services are at [0 a.m.
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In effect. Yet at least I will know
that 1 used teaching methodas that
bad been proven by years of suc-
cossful results and re-
search.

of the very things they are meant

prevent.

As my child's teacher, I am also
able to choose the curriculum. 1
can provide a course of study that
fits my child's individual learning
atyle. Educators have known for
yeara that t!;'l- t;utnthl ayttem is

) h

. foct rathar than theory. Th

I am sble to toach the biblical
perspoctive and values that my
husband and 1 share. My children
will not bo [earning that they
must “value” alternative life.
styles nor that sex s bl

am not the least bit concerned
with. A Univenrsity of Florids
study revealed what: I had loog
ago noticed: that home-schooled
children (when monitored on vi-
deotape interecting. with both
Jarge and small groups of chil-
dren) actually intersct better with
thelir peers and show fewer boba-
vioral problems. This would see
like a natursl result of home-
achooling, as the behavior belng
modaled to the child s coming
mostly frors adults (his or her

or children. And

outside of marriage. They will not
be taught evolution as though It is
will
be taught correct Americsn histo-
1y, not the revislonist, politically
correct babblo ea proposed by the
new “history standards.”

1 am home-schooling bou!u:d 1

not g
in terms of my child gotting the
oppottunity to socialize with
other children, there are many op-
portunities: from tha sclence club
that meets woekly for flold trips to
factories, mussums, ete; to
YMCA clasaes and 4-H clubs. No,

find that the af
ich the disad

tages of home-schooling. And yes,
there are dl';dmhpl to home-
Iy % orobabl
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 tiroe job without leit

not the
ones you would think of; I have
given up a lot of freedom to home-
school my children; I took on

what has become almoet & fuil-

of
study refutes the claim thst
homae-schooled children will be
unable to becoms productive
merabars of o diverse soclety:
They ars more apt to go to college
and’ more to an ad-
vanced degres thefe public-

hooled s, Just ask

ing
else go; and I gt a lot of criticism -
family,

, friends end even

- Harv
Lynn Jahnche and her fomily
‘#ﬁmh northwest Farmington




